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1. Introduction: 
The Learning Development Center is pleased to offer a structured academic writing course designed to strengthen the scholarly output of our faculty and trainees. This course responds to the growing need for clear, rigorous, and impactful writing in health professions education, clinical practice, and research, and aims to create a supportive culture in which colleagues can develop and share their work with confidence.

2. The program aim and purpose 
To help students develop strong academic writing skills, including clarity, structure, critical thinking, and proper use of academic conventions, enabling them to write confidently across disciplines.
3. Target Group
· Undergraduate and postgraduate students
4. Core components
· Short didactic workshops on key topics:
· Writing mechanics and structure (IMRaD, argument flow, clarity).​
· From data to argument (turning projects into manuscripts).​
· Editing, rewriting, and responding to reviewers.​
· Choosing journals and navigating the submission process.​​
· Ongoing writing groups or “accountability circles” that meet regularly (e.g., biweekly) for goal‑setting and peer feedback.
· One‑to‑one writing consultations for detailed feedback on drafts.
5. Program Objectives
Students will be able to:
· Outline different features and types of academic writing.
· Identify elements of academic writing.
· Determine different parts of paragraph. 
· Recognize usage of vocabulary, punctuation, and grammar.
· Differentiate between academic writing and other types of writing 
· Use IT for searching for reliable scientific sources 
· Critically appraise scientific article
· Write non plagiarized quotation and citation.
· Prepare a list of references 
· Present scientific work
· Write an honest scientific article considering elements of writing and language accuracy.
· Evaluate scientific papers by judging its reliability and evidences, and sidestepping personal bias

6. Core Services
a. One-on-One Writing Support
· Individual consultations with writing tutors
· Feedback on structure, clarity, argument, and style
· Guidance at all stages: planning, drafting, revising

b. Writing Workshops (Group Sessions)
· Essay and report writing
· Thesis statements and argument development
· Paragraph structure and cohesion
· Referencing styles (APA, MLA, Harvard, etc.)
· Avoiding plagiarism and using sources ethically

d. Online Writing Resources
· Thesis Writing guides and templates
· Sample academic papers
· Online academic writing program available on Blackboard.
7. Teaching & Support Approach
· Student-centered and supportive
· Skill-building rather than editing or rewriting work
· Discipline-aware guidance where possible
· Inclusive and culturally responsive practices
8. Support resources
· Writing guides and tip sheets (thesis statements, coherence, paragraphing, reporting guidelines like CONSORT, STROBE, SQUIRE).
· Templates: manuscript planning worksheet, abstract template, response‑to‑reviewers’ template.
· Access to writing specialists or librarians for referencing and searching.​
· Online booking system for individual writing consultations.
9. Assessment and evaluation
· Participant‑level:
· Pre/post self‑efficacy surveys in academic writing.
· Tracking outputs: drafts completed, submissions sent, acceptances.​​
· Program‑level:
· Attendance and engagement data from workshops and writing groups.
· Qualitative feedback on usefulness and suggestions for improvement.
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