
 
 

 
 
WELCOME TO 
HOLY TRINITY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVE ONLINE 
 
 
 
LIVE STREAMING 
AT HOLY TRINITY 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE 

 

MASS | THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday, September 14th 2025 
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive 
Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in 
a Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by 
anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace). 
We love questions more than quick fixes (paradox), and we read the Bible in a 
way that honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal 
handbook. As Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry 
(vocation) that every person unquestionably holds. 
     As a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation (and the first in the 
Metropolitan New York Synod), Holy Trinity welcomes all persons, including 
all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions. Holy Trinity 
is also committed to practicing racial equity, learning anti-racism, and 
modeling radical hospitality and inclusion across age, class, national origin, 
physical and mental health and ability, family configuration, and language.  
     With a heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, 
we seek to be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved. 
Welcome. We’ve been waiting for you. There is a place for you here. 
 

If you contribute to the mission and ministry of Holy Trinity through online 
giving, please pick up an “I give online” card from an usher to participate in 
the offering as the offering plates are passed. 
 

Please be aware that worship this morning is being filmed, photographed, and 
live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be 
captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have 
any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and 
in our public relations materials. 
 

Weapons, including firearms, knives, scissors; aerosols such as pepper spray 
and mace; and any hazardous materials are strictly prohibited on church 
property. All bags are subject to inspection upon entry into the sanctuary. 
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 ALTAR GUILD 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO 
 

Douglass Seaton & Susan Hannah 
 

Gayle & Douglass Seaton 
 

Sonja Wermager 
 

Deborah Gedeon & Robin Samuel 
 

Jeremy Friedland 
 

Joseph & Catherine Magnano 
 

Austin Philemon 
 

The Reverend Timothy Weisman  
 

 

 

G A T H E R I N G 
 

 
 
 
prelude 
 

 
 
 
At the sound of the bell, we gather quietly. 
  
 
Steal away                                                                                                    Iain Farrington 

 (b. 1977) 

 
                                        
The assembly stands to sing. 
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processional hymn 
#807 

     “Come thou fount of every blessing” NETTLETON 
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greeting 
(2 corinthians 13:14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
hymn of praise 
(from The New Liturgy 
of the Holy Trinity by 
Elizabeth Gartman) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All may bow during the response, mirroring the presider. 
​
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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prayer of  
the day 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

W O R D 
 
from the 
hebrew  
scriptures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us pray. Silence is kept. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, 
you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your 
loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 
things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The assembly sits. 
 
 

 
Exodus 32:1-14 
 
1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, 
the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, 
who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to 
them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and 
your daughters and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold 
rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took these from them, 
formed them in a mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they said, “These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it, and Aaron made a proclamation and 
said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” 6 They rose early the next day 
and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being, and the 
people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to revel. 
     7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been 
quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for 
themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and 
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked 
they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I 
may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 
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  11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians 
say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the 
mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them 
by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the Lord changed his 
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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psalm 51 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A cantor intones the first verse, then the assembly joins to sing. 
 
 

 
 

 
Have mercy on me, O God, according | to your steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot | out my offenses. 
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse | me from my sin. 
  

For I know | my offenses, 
 and my sin is | ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is | evil in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak and | right in your judgment. 
 

Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner | from my mother’s womb. 
 Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
 and would have me know | wisdom deep within. 
 

Remove my sins with hyssop, | and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be | purer than snow. 
Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have | broken may rejoice. 
 

Hide your | face from my sins, 
 and blot | out all my wickedness. 
Create in me | a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right | spirit within me.  
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from the  
christian  
scriptures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

gospel 
acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
12  I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was 
formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 
patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 
life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  
 
 

 
​
The choir sings:  There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.  (Luke 15:10) 
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from the  
holy gospels 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

sermon 

Luke 15:1-10 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The assembly is invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest, 
inviting Jesus the Word into your heart, mind, and speech. 
 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and 
go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays 
it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together 
his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 
repentance. 
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And 
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The Reverend Timothy Weisman 

 

Silence is kept after the sermon. The assembly stands to sing. 
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hymn of the day 
#587 
 

“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” ST. HELENA 
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the apostles’ 
creed 
(4th century)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
prayers of the 
people 
 
 

 
 
 
prayer for  
racial justice 
(Howard Thurman) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
​ creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
​ born of the virgin Mary, 
​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 
​ he descended to the dead. 
​ On the third day he rose again; 
​ he ascended into heaven, 
​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
​ the holy catholic church, 
​ the communion of saints, 
​ the forgiveness of sins, 
​ the + resurrection of the body, 
​ and the life everlasting.  
 
The assembly kneels or sits to pray. 
 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation.  
 

The assembly responds to each petition. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. Teach us how to order our days that 
with a sure touch we might say the right words at the right times and in the 
right ways,  lest we betray that spirit of peace. Let us not be deceived by our 
own insecurities and weaknesses which would make us hurt others as we try 
desperately to help ourselves. Keep watch with us, O God, over all the days of 
our lives, that with an abiding enthusiasm we may be in such possession of 
ourselves that each day we may offer to thee the full, unhampered use of us in 
all our parts as ​instruments of thy peace, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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the peace 
(john 20:19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
M E A L 

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider. 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly is invited to pass the peace in whatever way is most comfortable to 
them. If you, for any reason, wish to avoid physical contact during the peace, please 
feel free to cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for a verbal  
greeting. Following the peace, the assembly sits. 
 
 
 
In addition to giving towards the ministry of Holy Trinity  
as the offering plates are being passed, you can 
• Scan the QR code to the right; 
• Venmo @holytrinitynyc; 
• Send a Zelle to office@holytrinity.org; 
• Give to Holy Trinity through a Donor-advised Fund 
by searching for our EIN: 13-1685538. 

 

offertory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
offertory  
prayer 

 
 
 
 

His eye is on the sparrow                                             arr. Zanaida Stewart Robles 

                                                                                                                              (b. 1979) 
“Let not your heart be troubled,” His tender word I hear, 
And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears; 
Though by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see; 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 
 
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav’n and home, 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
 
 
Let us pray. Silence is kept. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all 
things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With 
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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the great 
thanksgiving 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

the proper  
preface 
 
 
 

sanctus 
(from The New Liturgy 
of the Holy Trinity by 
Elizabeth Gartman) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The presider continues: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all  
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you. . . and so, with all the choirs  
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn. . . 
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eucharistic 
prayer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Holy God, mighty and merciful, your people praise you, and your mercy 
endures forever. By your promise you bound yourself to earth and all its 
creatures, granting them life and calling them to flourish, setting the sign of 
your bow in the clouds, the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
 
By your promise you bound yourself to sour people of old, blessing them with 
family outnumbering the stars and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing the steadfast love in every generation and calling them to be a light 
to the nations. 
 
By your promise you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, grafting us into your 
living Vine and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
     our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
     Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.         The assembly may bow.  
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the lord’s prayer 
(Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the invitation 
(psalm 34:8) 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
     and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
     This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
     shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.        The assembly may bow.  

  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen! Christ will come again. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and wine. Bless us to 
be a blessing. Make us a sign of your faithfulness. Send us to tend and 
cherish the earth and to serve the world with mercy and love. Through Christ, 
with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. And let the church say. Amen! 
 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord  
is good. Thanks be to God! 
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communion  
motet 
 

 
 

The assembly sits until invited forward by an usher. 
 

All are welcome at this table. This is not a Lutheran, Episcopal, or a Roman Catholic 
table; it is God’s table and all are invited to receive. The small cups contain either 
white wine or red grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are also available, just ask. After 
receiving, you may leave your empty cup on the table near the side aisle. If you do 
not wish to receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing, and you may 
indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. You may also remain in your 
seat during distribution, knowing that this table is open when you are ready.  
 
Verleih uns Frieden                                                                           Heinrich Schütz  

(1585-1672) 
  
O grant us peace most graciously, Lord in our times distressful, for there’s none 
other, none indeed, who for us all could wrestle, but Thee our Lord God, Thee only. 
Give to our princes and all authorities peace and good government that as faithful 
subjects we may have a quiet and peaceful way of living, dwelling in all godliness 
and honesty.  
 

 

communion hymn 
#608 

“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling” THOMPSON 
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prayer after 
communion 
 
 

 
 
S E N D I N G 
 
 

final blessing 
 
 
 

The assembly stands. 
 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the 
sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we 
may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold onto what is good. 
Return no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak. 
Help the suffering. Honor everyone. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of the Spirit. And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be with you now, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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sending hymn 
#544 

“Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing” ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN 

 

dismissal 
 
 
 

 
 
postlude 

The Mass is ended.  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The assembly sits for the postlude.  
 

Two English settings of “Old Hundredth”         Henry Purcell (ca. 1659-1695) 

Iain Farrington (b. 1977)  
 

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.  Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
Annual License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, copyright © 2021,  

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License  
Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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PLEASE 
REMEMBER IN 

YOUR PRAYERS 
Dorothy Barritt 

Dolores Fernandez 
John Senig 

Stephen Shea 
Marie Mutz 

Bonnie Minger 
John and Joe K. 

Tim Seboldt 
Dick Baumann 
Rachel Boccio 
Raphael Ruiz 

Dean Weisman 
Mike Rodriguez 
Thorvald Slater 

Rob Landry 
Barbara Taylor  
Helena Meyers 

Lorraine Sorensen 
Carol Harnett 

Kathy VanBlarcum 
Angel Luis 

Paul Schmidt 
Ruth Farrell 

Louise Printz 
Christine Cosmillo 

Jan Lindemann 
Marilyn Johnson 
Cathay Lancaster 

  
 

If you would like to give 
altar flowers in memory 

of a loved one or in 
commemoration of  

an event, email 
office@holytrinitynyc.org 

WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY 

If you are new to Holy Trinity, we are glad you’re here. Whether 
you’ve worshiped at Holy Trinity a thousand times or are here today 
for the first time, there will always be a place for you here. 

Restrooms are located on the lower level. 

Please follow safe church practices during worship and other 
activities at Holy Trinity. Parents and guardians, please do not allow 
children to go anywhere in the building unattended. Thank you for 
your help in keeping Holy Trinity a safe place for all people. 

During the passing of the peace, you may greet those around you 
in whatever way is most comfortable to you. If you, for any reason, 
wish to avoid physical contact during the peace, you may cross your 
arms over your chest to indicate your desire for a verbal greeting. 

After Mass, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Community Room 
located on the lower level. 

Find all our news and announcements in our e-newsletter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at tinyurl.com/signupHT. And 
reach out to Pastor Tim and let him know you’re here today. His 
email is pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

            A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
           3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023 

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org 
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