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Antimicrobials/
Biocides, When 
Should they Be 
Used? 
 

An anƟmicrobial is a substance that kills or 
inhibits the growth of microorganisms, whereas 
a biocide is any substance that kills living 
organisms. These two terms are typically used 
interchangeably in the water damage miƟgaƟon 
industry. In the past, most restoraƟon 
contractors sprayed anƟmicrobials/biocides on 
EVERY water loss no maƩer what the category of 
water loss. The ANSI/IICRC S500-2021 states, 
"Not all water intrusions warrant the use of 
anƟmicrobials (biocides). It is recommended 
restorers evaluate whether anƟmicrobial 
(biocide) applicaƟon is appropriate. When there 
is a Category 1 water intrusion that has not 
changed in Category, the use of anƟmicrobials 
(biocides) is generally not warranted." 

The S500-2021 goes on to state, "restorers 
should: 
■ Discuss potenƟal risks and benefits with the 
customer, make available product informaƟon 
including the label and the SDS, and obtain a 
wriƩen informed consent with the customer’s 
signature before applying any anƟmicrobial 
(biocide). 
■ Inquire about any pre-exisƟng health 
condiƟons that might require special 
precauƟons. 
■ Advise customers to remove occupants and 
animals from the product applicaƟon site, 

parƟcularly children and those with 
compromised health. 
■ When anƟmicrobials (biocides) are used, 
document all relevant biocide applicaƟon 
details." 

 

Remember, anƟmicrobials/biocides are 
regulated by the AnƟmicrobial Division within 
the Office of PesƟcide Programs of the USEPA 
and you need to be aware of all safety 
precauƟons to be taken when spraying 
chemicals in peoples’ homes.   

So, in summary, anƟmicrobials/biocides are 
sprayed aŌer demoliƟon and cleaning on 
affected surfaces typically on categories 2 & 3 
water losses.  Follow label direcƟons and be 
sure to obtain a signed consent form from your 
customer prior to applicaƟon.   

 

 

 

 

 


