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23rd February 2026

To members of Synod and guests who will be joining us.

Dear friends, 

I am looking forward to welcoming you to our next Synod meeting which will be held online and at Grahamston United Church on Saturday14th March 2026. I am grateful for all the preparations that are being made by members of Synod staff, those at Grahamston and Sanctus Media to make sure that everything we need is in place to support our meeting. 

The Synod meeting is an opportunity for us to gather in community for worship, fellowship and business, whether we do so in person or join via Zoom. As we join together in worship we shall commission Mrs Sarah McGrory to the accredited ministry of Lay Pioneer and we shall celebrate 50years since the ordination as Minister of Word and Sacraments of the Revd Derek Corner and Revd Dr Jack Dyce.

The Scotland’s Four Words of Hope project - Promoting integrity, compassion, justice and wisdom in Scottish public life – will provide a framework for our Synod’s collective life over the next twelve months. 
The Scottish Parliament’s ceremonial Mace, without which no business can be conducted, is inscribed with these words: integrity, compassion, justice and wisdom. Scotland’s 4 Words of Hope aims to promote these words - and what they could mean in practice – in the run up to, and following, the Scottish parliamentary elections in May 2026. By doing so, it aims to underpin the quality of debate and decisions, thereby doing its bit to give hope and help restore trust in public life in Scotland.  The values of integrity, compassion, justice and wisdom lie at the heart of Scripture and at the core of our Christian faith.  I look forward to exploring these values together across the Synod in the coming months. 

The Pastoral Committee will introduce the revised Local Mission and Ministry Review scheme and we shall be joined by Kerry Backer, the denominational Policy Development Officer for Safeguarding as we launch the new Good Practice 6 version written specifically for Scotland. The Mission Committee has been reflecting on information gathered by our Racial Justice Advocate, Mrs Yvonne Coulter and there will be a presentation on the work of Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees as one way in which we can support racial justice within our communities. 

Papers will be available on the Synod website with provision for hard copies for those who request them. If I, or the Synod office staff, can be of any support as you prepare for the Synod meeting please do not hesitate to be in touch

With best wishes,
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Lindsey Sanderson
Synod Moderator
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