


THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH - SYNOD OF SCOTLAND 
Minutes of Additional Synod Meeting held on Zoom
Wednesday 12 November 2025

Welcome: The Synod Moderator, Rev Lindsey Sanderson formally and warmly welcomed everyone to this additional meeting of Synod, called to respond to a revised resolution.
Synod commenced with opening worship.  
The Moderator outlined the process for managing an online meeting as a reminder to all taking part.
Thanks to Sarah Moore who is supporting this meeting in the absence of a Synod Clerk. 
	Briefing paper
	Resolution on the contribution to the Church Life Fund proposed by Synod Executive and Resources Committees, presented by Susan Henderson

	Clarifications
	No clarifications requested

	[bookmark: _Hlk210469988]Discussion
	John Bremner: Are there any criteria prepared to help assess the effect of the fund? 
Susan Henderson: there are currently no criteria prepared.  The process is still in the early stages so we may not see benefits in the early days - it may have to be a judgement call if the time comes to consider a further contribution.
Lindsey Sanderson: each Synod will nominate someone to sit on the Church Life Fund Committee to oversee the dispersal of funds and other elements of the work of the fund.  That person will have a key role in communicating how the fund is working, both in Scotland and across the UK.  

	Resolution 
	a) The National Synod of Scotland agrees to contribute £200,000 to the Church Life Fund. 
b) The National Synod of Scotland may agree to a further contribution to the Church Life Fund once it is operational and there has been an assessment of the benefits and impact of the Fund.

	[bookmark: _Hlk192326480]Decision
	Agreed unanimously by voting members.

	
	Any other competent business – none raised.

	
	It was noted that the General Assembly will be discussing the Church Life Fund this weekend. and it was reported that the required target of funds for the first three years has been achieved.

	
	Closing devotions with the sharing of the Grace.


 
Those sharing the in the leadership of this meeting
LS	Lindsey Sanderson, Synod Moderator
SM	Sarah Moore, acting as Clerk to the meeting
BC	Bob Christie, Zoom support
SH	Susan Henderson, Convener Synod Executive
Attendance in full
	Name
	Capacity
	Voting

	Jim Anderson
	Church Rep (Coatbridge & Wishaw URC)
	Yes

	Joyce Bannister
	Church Rep (Morison Memorial URC)
	Yes

	Csaba Barthos
	Guest
	No

	John Bremner
	Ecumenical Minister
	Yes

	Johnnie Burgoyne
	Church Rep (Livingston United Parish Church)
	Yes

	Bob Christie
	Trustee and Co-host
	No

	John Collings
	Church Rep (Rutherglen URC)
	Yes

	Yvonne Coulter 
	Church Rep (East Kilbride URC)
	Yes

	Joshua Daka
	Guest
	No

	Morag Donaldson
	Church Rep (Duke Street URC)
	Yes

	Margaret Fairgrieve
	Church Rep (Dunfermline URC)
	Yes

	Ben Forsyth
	Church Rep (Augustine United Church)
	Yes

	Alice Gilbert
	Church Related Community Worker
	Yes

	Ewen Harley
	Convenor of Synod Pastoral Committee
	Yes

	Susan Henderson
	Minister and Convenor of Synod Executive 
	Yes

	Anne Hosie
	Church Rep (Oakshaw Trinity)
	Yes

	Craig Jensen
	Minister
	Yes

	Liz Johnson Blythe
	Minister
	Yes

	Elisabeth Jones
	Finance Manager
	No

	Helen Kavanagh	Comment by Eilidh Young (EIYO): was she the lady with Myra? I have assumed so.	Comment by Lindsey Sanderson: Yes she was
	Church Rep (Barrhead URC)
	Yes

	Sue Kirkbride
	Minister
	Yes

	Derek McDonald
	Minister and Lay Preaching Advocate
	Yes

	Helen Mee
	Pastoral Secretary
	Yes

	Sarah Moore
	Convenor of Synod Mission and Transition Minister
	Yes

	Myra Rose
	Church Rep (Barrhead  URC)
	Yes

	Lindsey Sanderson
	Synod Moderator
	No

	David Scott
	Minister
	Yes

	Alan Smith
	Church Rep (Fraserburgh URC)
	Yes

	Mary Taylor
	Pastoral Assistant Morningside United Church
	Yes

	Duncan Walker
	Synod Treasurer
	No

	Margaret Wilson
	Church Rep (Port Glasgow URC)
	Yes

	John Wright
	Church Rep (Shawlands URC)
	Yes

	Eilidh Young 
	Scottish College Student and Minute Taker
	No



Apologies
	Kate Arnot
	Religious Society of Friends

	Fiona Bennett
	Minister

	Yvonne Hamilton
	Scottish College Student

	Steven Manders
	Minister






