Synod Report March 2026
Children’s and Intergenerational Ministry Development Worker


What’s been happening.

· Created an ‘Introduction to Intergenerational Ministry’ workshop.
· Attended the CYDO+ retreat in Stafford.
· In Port Glasgow we held the annual ‘One Day Wonder’ event for primary school aged children.  
· We delivered an intergenerational Advent service for the Inverclyde Cluster.
· In Port Glasgow, we have been having monthly youth group sessions with the young people.  
· I delivered Advent workshops in October, sharing easy crafts for groups of all ages to do and Advent resources.
· Attended anti-racism training in London. 
· Family Film Night resources are still being produced and now includes children’s books.
· Planning of RechargePLUS has begun.  

Wider URC

· This year I am taking lead on the Advent resource.  Planning is underway.  The resource for 2025 was very popular.  Unfortunately we had a few churches that had missed the order date and I was unable to get packs for them.  This year, please be aware of the closing date for pre-orders – 1st September.  The pre-order date is early so that OfGA can get them printed and distributed to churches in time.  
· Further resources that I am involved with this year –
· Holiday Club Material – Wisdom Quest!
· Annual Theme Development.
· URC Children Task Group (including residential).
· Family and Intergenerational Essentials.
· Intergenerational Project.
· Delivery of Children’s Ministry Essentials.  

RechargePLUS

· RechargePLUS is a conference created for everyone involved in ministry—ministers, paid workers, and volunteers alike. Its purpose is to recharge, refresh, and equip those serving in all areas of church life. While we focus on intergenerational ministry (meaning ministry for the whole church family, not only children), the skills, ideas, and resources we share are relevant and useful across almost every ministry context—even those without children or young people.
· This year our speakers are 
· Darren Phillips, co‑author of Being Intergenerational Church, will explore what intergenerational worship can look like in your own context.
· Hilary LaCroix from Prospects Across Scotland will share about their work and offer practical ways to make worship and church life more accessible for adults with additional support needs.
· Ruth White, CYDO+, will demonstrate a hands‑on building‑brick approach to worship, showing how simple bricks can be used with adults to create space for meaningful conversations—especially helpful in church meetings.
· Sue Thompson from the Scottish Bible Society will speak about the power of stories and introduce helpful resources for ministry.
· Chris Watt, founder of Out of the Box, returns by popular demand! Chris will share resources and demonstrate puppet ministry (and no—it’s not just for kids!).
· We are currently finalising details with a well‑known keynote speaker — stay tuned!
What’s coming up – 

· Introduction to Intergenerational Ministry workshops.  This workshop helps your church to understand what is meant by intergenerational ministry, what it might look like in your church and offers ideas and resources.  If you would be interested in hosting a workshop, please get in touch.
· Family Film Night workshops – you have heard about this resource but it’s not just for the family at home.  Discover the variety of ways in which your church can use this resource.
· Faithful Footsteps – grandparenting resource.  This resource will be available this year from the URC website.  If you would like to know more about it or discover the importance of a grandparents faith and the impact it can have on grandchildren, get in touch.  
· I will be delivering intergenerational services this year, if you would like to have me visit (no children required), contact me to arrange a date.  

Children & youth Ministry Grants

· Small grants are available up to the sum of £250 to support children and youth ministry.  To receive a form or to find out more about the grants, please email Jess. 

Resources

· [bookmark: _Hlk189735123]Synod of Scotland has a Children’s and Intergenerational Ministry Padlet.  A Padlet is like a digital noticeboard where resources and files can be shared.  You can access it here - padlet.com/childrensministry 



Email – childrensministry@urcscotland.org.uk
Phone – 07436035816
FB page - https://www.facebook.com/childrensministryURCScotland 
Padlet - padlet.com/childrensministry



