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 Committee membership 

Convenor - Revd Sarah Moore 
Secretary - vacant 
Ecumenical Officer.- Revd John Bremner 
Dementia/Older People - Mrs Nancy Burgoyne 
People at the Margins/CRCW - Miss Alice Gilbert 
Intergenerational Ministry - Ms Jess Poole 
Synod Moderator - Revd Lindsey Sanderson 
Eco-Chaplain - Revd David Coleman 
Racial Justice - Mrs Yvonne Coulter 
Training Officer - Revd Dr John McNeill Scott 
Interfaith - vacant 

2.  Meetings 

The committee has met twice since the last meeting of Synod.  

3.  Church with People at the Margins 

The Synod has applied for and been awarded accreditation as a Living Wage Employer.  Whether a company or organisation pays a living wage to its employees is a consideration for all new contracts entered into by the synod.  

The Committee Convenor, Synod Moderator, and CRCW met with Mike Hart from North Western Synod to discuss this work in both synods and how we might support and learn from each other.  Mike is Director for Ministry with People on the Margins in NW Synod.  The committee is aware that it needs to keep a broad view of who is a ‘person on the margins’.  

NW Synod are leading within the denomination on this work and are organising a series of webinars to take place that are open to all to take place over the coming months.  Information is available on their synod website nwsynod.org.uk 

4.  Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees 

The Mission Committee agreed to a financial contribution being made to SFAR on behalf of the Synod.  The amount is £1500 per annum for the next three years.  

Resources are available on the synod website about the work of SFAR.  

5.  Children and Intergenerational Ministry 

Small Youth Fund grants were made to the Barrhead and Shawlands churches.   

80 people attended the ecumenical RechargePLUS event in Glasgow last autumn.  RechargePLUS is planned to take place again in 2026.  

6.  Racial Justice 

The questionnaire was circulated at the end of 2025.  One question was whether churches observe Racial Justice Sunday.  24% of responding churches (25 churches responded to the survey) indicating that they observe Racial Justice Sunday with 76% not doing so.  More than 80% of responding congregations do not use the racial justice material available on the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland website or have had anyone in their congregation engage with anti-racism training.  Around half of congregations were aware that the Synod has appointed its own racial justice advocate.  

The Racial Justice Advocate is trying to raise awareness of this significant strand of denominational work within the Synod.  

7.  CRCW Ministry 

Alice has met with Greenock East and Annan URCs and with Livingston United Church as well as with the ministers serving in the east of the Synod.  Initial conversations are taking place about the possibility of a second CRCW project in Edinburgh.  

8.  Day events.  

It is proving more difficult than anticipated to reorganise the day event about neurodiversity.  Both this and the half day event about dementia will hopefully take place later this year.  

9.  Environmental/Eco Chaplain 

Resources for churches continue to be produced by the Eco Chaplain for use by congregations across Scotland and beyond.  

The Energy Crisis Fund has been spent.  

Discussions are ongoing about the possible formation of a Net Zero Action Fund.  

10.  Link with Scottish Churches Parliamentary Officer 

The Committee Convenor and Synod Moderator attended a round table discussion organised by the SCPO about the proposed changes to family law currently progressing through the Scottish Parliament.  

Several members of the committee and synod attended a briefing event concerning the hosting of hustings for the upcoming Scottish Parliamentary elections.  Information is available to churches wishing to host such events.  

11.  Fresh Expressions & Pioneering Ministry 

Aberdeen URC are currently in a period of discernment considering whether a pioneer ministry project might be a possibility in the city.  

The Convenor is attending a day event organised by Fresh Expressions as part of the URC delegation in early March.  

12.  Documents signed on behalf of the Synod 

The Synod Moderator has signed the following documents on the Synod’s behalf since the last meeting of synod.  These often need to be dealt with quickly so the convention is that the Synod Moderator consults with Committee Convenor to decide whether it is appropriate to sign any requests.  

								2025 Multi-Faith Global Letter – Churches for Middle East Peace Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Leaders Demand Intervention, Accountability, an End to the Atrocities in Gaza and the West Bank, and an End to All Violence

SCOTLAND DEMANDS BETTER anti-poverty campaign co-ordinated by the Scottish POvertyy Alliance
























Together Alliance statement rejecting narratives of division and racism. Statement — Together Alliance

13.  Fit for Funding Workshop 

A further event is planned for later this year.  We are waiting to hear about possible dates for this which will be circulated in due course.  


Revd Sarah Moore 24.02.2026

