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Ecumenical Reference Group – Report to Synod Meeting, March 2026.




	Contact name and email address
	John Bremner, Ecumenical Officer
ecumenical@urcscotland.org.uk

	Action Required

	

	Draft Resolution(s)

	Resolutions:
1. Synod appoints Revd. Mrs. Lesley Thomson as a member of the Ecumenical Reference Group, to serve alongside Mr. Johnnie Burgoyne, Revd. Mrs. Lindsey Sanderson, Revd. Mr. David Scott (Convenor) and the Ecumenical Officer.

2. Synod sends greetings to Mr. Darren Philip (Livingston United Parish Church) on his appointment as Moderator of the Presbytery of Edinburgh and West Lothian (Church of Scotland) and wishes him every blessing during his year of service in this role. 

3. Synod welcomes the invitation from the United Reformed Church Ecumenical Reference Group to be the ‘Lead Synod’ in the relationship between the United Reformed Church and the Waldensian Church (Union of Methodist and Waldensian Churches) in Italy and encourages members of Synod churches to become actively involved in this relationship. 


	Subject and aim(s)

	

	Main Points


	Updating Synod on the activities of the Ecumenical Reference Group

	Previous relevant documents
	Reports to previous meetings of Synod. 

	Consultation has taken place with ….

	

	Any Financial Impact 



	None – unless Synod decides to offer financial support to the Link with the Waldensian Church (not currently being requested)

	External impact (e.g. Ecumenical)
	Potentially closer relations with the Methodist Church in Scotland through their historic ties with the Methodist Church in Italy. Also the possibility of deepening our understanding of sister Reformed Churches in continental Europe.



GENERAL REPORT  
1. Introduction 
a. In the absence of the Ecumenical Officer, whose holiday plans have made it impossible for him to be at the Synod Meeting, David Scott, the new Convenor of the Ecumenical Reference Group, will be presenting this report. In one sense this is a foreshadowing of what will be the case from next year on, as the Ecumenical Officer will retire at the end of October and his various responsibilities will be divided among the remaining members of the Group.
b. The Ecumenical Reference Group is looking for new members to join in its work, and is delighted to say that Revd. Mrs. Lesley Thomson has asked to join the Group. Lesley has been active for some time in Glasgow Churches Together and would bring a much-needed ‘voice from the west’ to the Group’s deliberations, should Synod approve our request that she join the Group.
   
2. Local Partnerships 
a. Over the past few months, various discussions have been taking place with partner churches, exploring ways in which it might be possible to engage collaboratively in ministry and mission. 
b. Conversations with the Scottish Episcopal Church about possible joint ministry in Thurso and Wick have now led to the declaration of Vacancy for the joint pastorate: a major step forward in ecumenical collaboration. Proposals within the relevant SEC Committee are being formulated which would change (or at least clarify) Canon Law so as to allow the SEC greater flexibility in sharing ministry with other denominations. 
c. In Aberdeen, conversations continue with the local Methodist Church and others about possible collaboration, and in Fife we have seen new life brought into the Covenant with Kirkcaldy Congregational Church, whose minister, Revd. Lynn Robertson, is the new Ecumenical Officer for the Congregational Federation in Scotland. 
d. In Edinburgh, discussions have started regarding ecumenical collaboration in ministry to the population of a large area of new housing between the airport and Maybury Road. Meanwhile in Falkirk, David Scott has settled well into his new pastorate of Grahamston United Church. His induction service included the formal start of a newly enlarged parish, as Bainsford Church of Scotland Parish was ‘incorporated’ into the Grahamston LEP. 
e. The situation in Paisley, on the other hand, continues to be uncertain, as the Presbytery’s initial proposals to incorporate Paisley North (Wallneuk) into Oakshaw Trinity may well be revised. Still in the Presbytery of Clyde, discussions have started regarding the possible revival of the Drumchapel Partnership, which has been abeyance for a few years. 
f. The informal partnership in Barrhead between the URC and the Methodist Church continues to bring great benefits. Revd. Mrs. Lesley Thomson’s report on this partnership forms the basis of Appendix 1. 
g. Other partnerships continue to explore how best to collaborate in a rapidly changing situation, responding to developments both in church life and in the society in which we are set. It is our hope that a willingness to collaborate with others will open up possibilities for both ministry and mission as we look forward to whatever the future may bring.       

3. The situation Scotland-wide.
a. As we reported to Synod at its meeting last autumn, the Scottish Christian Forum is gradually taking shape. It has two active components:
i. the Scottish Church Leaders’ Forum, which enables leaders of the participating churches to engage with social and political matters, as well as keeping each other informed of matters internal to church life; and
ii. the Ecumenical Officers’ Forum, which generally meets monthly and also provides secretarial support to the Church Leaders’ Forum. The EOF is exploring ways of developing a website for the Scottish Christian Forum, as well as seeking to strengthen the relationship with the Scottish Bible Society, the World Day of Prayer, Christian Aid, the Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office and the Scottish Churches Committee.
b. Other ecumenical organisations continue to do very valuable work throughout the year, including the World Day of Prayer Committee. A report on their work will be found in Appendix 2.   
c. We reported in the autumn of 2025 that there were discussions regarding a possible joint ‘Declaration’ between the Church of Scotland and the United Reformed Church. However, these have stalled: in part because the Church of Scotland’s Ecumenical Officer, Dr. John McPake,  was asked to take on the responsibilities of the Assembly Clerk, who unexpectedly resigned her post; and partly because there is the question of the relationship with the Methodist Church in Scotland to be considered (all three denominations being members of the Communion of Protestant Churches in Europe). 
Discussions with the Presbytery of Edinburgh and West Lothian regarding the futures of Morningside United Church and Livingston United Church continue, with some progress being made. One development of note was the election of Mr.  Darren Philip, who worships at Livingston United Church, as Moderator of the Presbytery, and we would invite Synod to send congratulations to him on his appointment, which commenced in February. 


4. Italian link
a. Would you like to be part of a group from the United Reformed Church visiting Italy next spring? The Synod has been asked by the United Reformed Church’s Mission Committee to lead our relationship with the Waldensian Church, our sister Reformed Church in Italy. 
b. Last September a group from the Scottish College went to visit the historic ‘Waldensian Valleys’, on the Italian-French border, south-west of Turin. You can find photographs and accounts of their time there on the College website. 
Sunshine, mountain scenery, Italian food and wine ….. what’s not to like? Perhaps more importantly there is also the 850 years of Waldensian History which is clearly explained in a very good museum display, as well as in various historic sites in villages scattered around the area. Comfortable accommodation in the Waldensian ‘capital’, Torre Pellice, is on offer with friendly staff ….  at very reasonable rates. 
c. The Waldensians also have holiday accommodation on the Ligurian coast, as well as in Venice, Florence, Rome and Sicily. Our Ecumenical Officer has been involved in the Waldensian link for more than 40 years and in retirement looks forward to leading groups to Italy on a regular basis – should that be the will of Synod.  

John Bremner
Ecumenical Officer
URC National Synod of Scotland
24.02.2026   


Appendix 1 – Barrhead URC & Methodist Joint Worship

This Ecumenical Partnership is, it has to be said, unconventional. The Barrhead Methodist and URC congregations have been worshipping together for quite a few years now, in the URC building at Lowndes Street in Barrhead.  These are two congregations that have decided locally, and without the involvement of the ‘denominational authorities’, to share worship without any ‘LEP’ official documentation.   

Each congregation remains a part of its own denomination, and as such this means that we do not have one minister appointed and recognised by both denominations, such as is the case at Granton or Oakshaw Trinity. Rather the agreement has been that, on two Sundays per month, worship is led by the URC Minister, and on two Sundays per month it is led by a Methodist minister from the local circuit.  There is a beauty in this type of agreement that perhaps cannot be found in a traditional LEP; for here both congregations have the opportunity to hear from alternative preachers whilst sharing together in their styles of worship and in their traditions.  For example, each year the full congregation takes part in the Methodist Covenant Service.  

There is also something rather special about this type of partnership, in that it is a ‘coming together’ which was led by the congregations and includes all aspects of their life together: that is to say, this coming together does not stop at worship. Both congregations share in the outreach activities run by the church, such as the community cafe, coffee mornings, bible study and Methodist ladies gatherings. And through all this, there has developed a close working relationship between the URC and Methodist ministers.
The sharing of services also allows for both the Methodist and the URC ministers to be available to other congregations in a way which perhaps they would not have been, were this to have been a more traditional LEP congregation.  

Sometimes it is a good idea to think outside the box!!

Based on a Report from Revd. Mrs. Lesley Thomson. 


Appendix 2 – World Day of Prayer (WDP)

This year, services held on the World Day of Prayer (6th March, 2026) used materials prepared by women in Nigeria. The theme, based on Matthew 11:28-30, was “I will give you rest: Come”. Later this year, on Saturday, 13th June, the Annual WDP Gathering for Scotland will be held at the North Church in Stirling. The theme will be “Time to Flourish, Time to Live”. 
The World Day Prayer Committee for Scotland has been building relationships with our prayer partners in Croatia and Hungary, with quarterly meetings (online) to find out about each other’s issues and to pray for each other (Informed Prayer, Prayerful Action). Some of the Scottish Committee will be taking a day trip to Dublin in August as part of a tripartite meeting involving the Scottish, Irish and England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI) Committees. 
In 2027, the World Day of Prayer will be celebrating its 100th birthday (94th in Scotland). The service on March 5th, 2027, is being written by the International Committee with the theme “United in Prayer for Justice and Peace” based on 1 Samuel 2:1-10 & Luke 1:39-55.
Look out for a series of WDP special events throughout 2027!
Revd. Mrs. Helen Mee, 
Synod Representative
World Day of Prayer Committee for Scotland
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