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31st  August 2026

To members of Synod and guests who will be joining us.

Dear friends, 

I am looking forward to welcoming you to our next Synod meeting which will be held online and at Oakshaw Trinity Church, Paisley on Saturday 3rd October 2026. 

The Synod meeting is an opportunity for us to gather in community for worship, fellowship and business, whether we do so in person or join via Zoom. At this Synod meeting we shall have the joy of welcoming the two newly ordained ministers in the Synod, Revds. Margaret Higton and Eilidh Young, as well as being able to welcome in person the Revd Joshua Daka now that he is settled in Scotland. We are also really pleased to welcome Revd Neil Thorogood, Moderator of the General Assembly of the URC who will be with us. 

A significant part of our meeting will be the denominational consultation process on the Mission and Ministry Fund. This will be our entire morning session and we will be using the material prepared by the denominational task group for use at each Synod meeting. The task group writes:
By the end of the session, we want Synod members to:
Understand – why the MMF is fundamentally about covenant, ministry and mission, not simply money.
See – what our shared giving makes possible across the whole United Reformed Church.
Share – take that understanding back into their churches and help change the conversation about the MMF from paying to participating.

The meeting will also include the AGM of the Synod Nominee Company, and reports from the Synod’s committees. I am pleased to say we now have the draft constitution documents for local churches and more information about these will be presented. We have a resolution on disability justice from Augustine United Church and there is still time if any other church meeting would like to bring a resolution to the Synod meeting. 

Due to the volume of business we are extending the afternoon session and so the Synod will conclude by 4.30pm.  Papers will be available on the Synod website with provision for hard copies for those who request them. If I, or the Synod office staff, can be of any support as you prepare for the Synod meeting please do not hesitate to be in touch.

I look forward to seeing you in Paisley. 

With best wishes,
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Lindsey Sanderson
Synod Moderator

National Synod of Scotland is an operating name for United Reformed Church Synod of Scotland,  
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in educational partnership with the Scottish College (Congregational and United Reformed)



image1.tif




image2.jpeg
The
United
Reformed
Church





image3.png




image4.png




