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Enter Committee Name and title of report (if appropriate)
Mission Committee: Time to Act Campaign and Kairos II



	Contact name and email address
	Lindsey Sanderson
moderator@urcscotland.org.uk

	Action Required

	Decision

	Draft Resolution(s)

	1. Synod affirms its support of the Just Peace Coalition of which the United Reformed Church is a member and welcomes the Scottish launch of the Time to Act Campaign and future opportunities to work with Scottish coalition partners.

2. Synod endorses General Assembly Resolution 8 2026, commending the prayerful study of the Kairos II document across the URC and tasks the Synod Mission Committee to keep under review ways in which deep solidarity might be expressed to our partners in the region.

	Subject and aim(s)

	Campaigning for a Just Peace in the Holy Land and solidarity with Palestinian Christians. 

	Main Points


	

	Previous relevant documents
	Synod Resolution on Investment in companies linked to the occupation of Palestine March 2025
Paper B3 General Assembly 2026 Resolution 8

	Consultation has taken place with ….

	

	Any Financial Impact ?



	Potential financial contribution to future joint actions of the Just Peace Coalition members in Scotland.

	External impact (ie Ecumenical)
	



At the March 2025 Synod meeting Synod supported a resolution from Helensburgh United Reformed Church concerning investment policy with regard to companies linked to the occupation of Palestine. Within the debate, the then Convener of the Resources Committee, and member of the URC Trust, Revd Nick Mark, highlighted that there was little the denomination could undertake in term of divestment on this particular issue. The Synod Moderator was asked to write to the General Assembly Mission Committee (now Faith in Action committee) and ask how else we might act to put pressure on the Israeli government, if divestment was not an option. The Synod Mission Committee is bringing this resolution as a response to the request of the Synod for further ways in which pressure may be put on the Israeli Government.

An overview of the United Reformed Church’s  response to Isreal-Palestine issues is available via this link
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Overview-of-URC-response-to-Israel-and-Palestine-issues-updated-19-6-26.pdf

Kairos II
Later in 2025, and in response to the events in Gaza since October 7, 2023, the Kairos Palestine movement issued a renewed call for justice through the release of a second document, Kairos II. The document was developed collaboratively by lay and ordained Palestinian Christians and underwent extensive review and editing within the Palestinian Christian community. Kairos II was launched at a conference at Bethlehem Bible College on Friday November 14, 2025, under the tagline ‘A Moment of Truth: Faith in a Time of Genocide.’ The full document can be accessed via this link
https://www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/KP-2-Final-English.pdf
and concludes with these words, ‘From the heart of pain, genocide and displacement, we raise this cry, a prophetic cry of steadfastness. We declare our commitment to work for the good of this land and of all humanity on the basis of our shared humanity until the day we live free in our land together with all the inhabitants of the land in true peace and reconciliation founded on justice and equality for all God’s creation, where mercy and truth meet, and righteousness and peace kiss each other (Psalm 85:10).
Palestinian Christian leaders are asking for a show of solidarity by supporting the Kairos II document, pressing the UK government to uphold international law, and opposing Israel’s proposed death penalty legislation for Palestinian prisoners. The Faith in Action Team therefore requested that General Assembly meeting in July 2026 to commend the Kairos II document for prayerful study and engagement across the councils of the Church and committed to keep under review ways in which deep, ecumenical solidarity with the URCs partners in the region might be exercised and shared wherever possible, undertaking this solidarity in partnership within the broader Christian Community. 
In June 2026 a number of UK churches and agencies including the United Reformed Church came together to form the Just Peace Coalition, https://justpeacecoalition.com and the campaign Time to Act. Together, the coalition is inviting individuals, churches, and communities to commit to working and praying for a just peace for all who call the Holy Land home. In September the Scottish partners in the Just Peace Coalition, came together to create a Scottish launch of the coalition and resources to support this. The Synod Moderator has been involved in these conversations with the support of the Synod Mission Committee. 
The Mission committee is inviting Synod to confirm its support for the Just Peace Coalition and welcome the Time to Act campaign and the possibility of future working together with the coalition partners in Scotland. It is also inviting Synod to support  the General Assembly resolution concerning Kairos II and commits to supporting local congregations in engaging with the document and the issues it raises. The committee plans to hold an online meeting using the congregational discussion material provided by ecumenical partners during Advent. 
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