Paper A1

Report of the Ecumenical Reference Group to the United Reformed Church National Synod of Scotland – October 2026

Introduction
Since the March Synod meeting, the Ecumenical Reference Group has met twice – on 8th May in person and on August 5th online.  What follows is a brief resumé of what has been happening during the past six months.

Ecumenical Audit
The results from the Ecumenical Audit, carried out in 2025 have now been published. The report, entitled Better a Nearby Friend, was produced by Brendan Research and it may be accessed both in a ‘global’ form, with all the information gathered from the four participating denominations in Scotland, or in a form relevant to each individual denomination – Church of Scotland, Scottish Episcopal Church, Methodist Church and United Reformed Church. The Ecumenical Reference Group intends to spend some time specifically looking at the Report, and hopes to bring its response to the next meeting of Synod. Anyone wishing to have a copy of the Report, either in its entirety or that part which deals specifically with the United Reformed Church, should contact the Ecumenical Officer or the Moderator.
 
United Reformed Church
The Ecumenical Officer was one of those who represented the Synod at the URC General Assembly in July. Among business items discussed was an initiative seeking to explore the possibility of greater collaboration with the Methodist Church in Britain. A resolution encouraging these discussions was passed by General Assembly, and this followed a similar resolution being passed a few days previously at the Methodist Conference, at which our Moderator was an ecumenical guest.  
The annual meeting of URC Ecumenical Officers took place online in early June. This, and the Churches Together in England meeting for Ecumenical Officers, held in September, are good opportunities for exchanging experiences, hopes (and fears!) among those who are engaged in developing ecumenical relations in Britain. Both the Ecumenical Audit and the developments in our EMU Partnership (see below) were of interest to colleagues in the rest of the URC.    
In late July, an online meeting was held to clarify certain questions arising from developments with the URC Waldensian Fellowship. Representatives from Church House and the North Western Synod took part, along with the Moderator and the Ecumenical Officer. Details of a visit to Italy, to take place in early May, 2027, will already have been circulated by the time this Report comes out, but if anyone requires further details please contact the Ecumenical Officer. 


EMU 
The EMU Church Leaders met on Ascension Day (May 14th) for their annual ‘Pilgrimage’ to visit (relatively) adjacent congregations which belong to our three denominations. This year they visited Barrhead and Paisley, and were interested in the ‘experiment’ at Barrhead, along with wider ecumenical relationships in the area. The EMU Steering Group will meet on September 16th, and Synod will be notified of any further developments in this Partnership arising from that meeting. 
One of the highlights of the summer for those of us privileged to participate, was the Installation to the charge of St. Peter’s and the Holy Rood Scottish Episcopal Church and the Induction to the pastorate of Thurso United Reformed Church of Revd. Ms. Susan Henderson. With the Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness and the Moderator of the URC National Synod of Scotland presiding jointly at both the Installation and the Induction, this was a remarkable demonstration of what may be achieved provided we a put the needs of local churches at the forefront of ecumenical discussions. This model of working together will undoubtedly present difficulties on occasion, but it also issues a challenge to us and to the wider church in Scotland to consider our priorities. Compromise and collaboration need not mean sacrificing what we hold dear in our own tradition. And after all is said and done, the Church is not ours, but Christ’s, and we must follow where his Spirit leads us, even if that means walking strange and previously unknown paths so that the Gospel may be proclaimed in every corner of our land.  

Granton Review  
During the late spring, the Review Team visited Granton United Church and met with both the Synod Moderator and the Circuit Superintendent. At the time of writing, the Review Team has not yet sent out a draft of its report. However this may well be available by the time Synod meets. 
As of August 31st, the Ecumenical Officer is no longer Interim Minister at Granton United Church, and other arrangements for pastoral care and leading worship have been made.  

In Conclusion
The Ecumenical Officer will retire on October 31st, thus bringing to an end his time of ministry at Livingston United Parish Church and his service within the wider Synod as part of the Synod Team. The work will be continued by the Ecumenical Reference Group under the able leadership of Revd. Mr. David Scott. 
John S. Bremner
14th September, 2026 


World Day of Prayer – Report to Synod Meeting, October 2026
Following on from the report to Synod in March Members of the Scottish Committee met (Zoom) with representatives from Hungary and Croatia when Hungary spoke of church life and context to inform our prayers in the second half of the meeting.  The next meeting (planned for June) when Scotland would be sharing our experiences was postponed until 23rd September (in the future as I write). 
The Annual WDP Gathering (“Time to Flourish, Time to Live”) was held at the North Church Stirling on the 13th of June.  Val Brown from Christian Aid focused our attention on Justice (looking forward to the 2027 WDP service) and Moira Wilson from the Salvation Army led our Bible Study on John 10:1-10 focusing on abundant life/flourishing.  We also spent time individually at Prayer Stations, in Table Talk discussions, watching a film about the 2025 European Meeting in Edinburgh and learning the songs that have been written for the 2027 Service (led by Julie Taylor also from the Salvation Army).  We were lucky that the Revd John Bremner had accepted an invitation to attend as an Ecumenical Officer but doubly blessed when he agreed to play the church organ for the day.
The tripartite meeting between the Scottish, Irish and England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI) Committees took place in Dublin in August.  The 1st physical gathering since the Covid watershed.  It was good to meet old friends and some we had only met previously on Zoom.  During the day we worshiped together, shared our hopes and concerns for the movement in the coming 100years, explored Godly Play and shared plans both for the 2027 Centennial service but also for celebratory events

WDP Centenary
In 2027 WDP will be celebrating its 100th birthday globally, though the first service in
Scotland was held in 1930).  The service on March the 5th 2027 has been written by 
the International Committee with the theme “United in Prayer for Justice and Peace” 
based on 1 Samuel 2:1-10 & Luke 1:39-55. 
The International Committee has invited us to think in terms of Roots, Reflect, Rise to celebrate this milestone:
ROOTS — celebrating the people and stories that brought World Day of Prayer to your community. 
REFLECT —what has being part of this worldwide movement meant to your community. What have we learned from listening to the voices of women from other countries? How has praying together changed us?
RISE — then look forward. Who could become involved who hasn't been involved before? How can we include younger generations? What might informed prayer and prayerful action look like in Scotland during WDP's second century?

The centenary is not simply about looking back with gratitude. It is about celebrating our roots and carrying their life into the future.
The Scottish Committee would love to see at least 100 special centenary events taking place in communities throughout Scotland during 2027. Small celebrations created locally – a concert, an ecumenical walk for peace and justice, planting a tree, an afternoon tea …  any ideas?
Imagine a tree being planted in Orkney while a choir sings in Glasgow, or Christians walking together through the streets of one town while another community gathers for afternoon tea.  The possibilities are endless.

International Meeting.  
Representatives of each of the Global Regions meet every five years and the next meeting will take place in Accra, Ghana in June 2027.  The Scottish Committee is sending two delegates,
Helen M Mee
14th September, 2026
