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Synod Report October 2026
Children’s and Intergenerational Ministry Development Worker

Synod work
· Being part of the mini synod ‘roadshow’ and delivering workshops on Intergenerational Wisdom.
· Travelled to Switzerland to attend the ECCE (European Conference on Christian Education), this year was focusing on the UN Rights of the Child.  Work is now being developed and implemented throughout the wider URC.
· Delivering services in Stewarton, Cumbernauld, and Livingston.
· Connecting and networking with ecumenical partners.
· Planning the Disability Awareness event with Rev Sarah Moore.  

Wider URC
· Advent resource ‘They Should Have Used a Camel’ is now available for pre-order - urcshop.co.uk/the-2026-urc-advent-kit-they-should-have-used-a-camel/  ‘This beautifully illustrated Advent Calendar features a Nativity scene surround, with a large sheet of characters from the Nativity Story which children colour in, cut out (with the help of an adult for younger children) and build up over the days and weeks leading up to Christmas.
Each kit comes with a 89cm x 21cm card surround, folded to A4, the sheet of characters and an A5 humorous story book all about the first Christmas.’
· Delivery of CME (Children’s Ministry Essentials), a comprehensive introduction to mission and ministry with children.  Suitable for ministers, lay preachers, volunteers of Sunday schools, after school clubs etc.  www.cliffcollege.ac.uk/study/courses/childrens-ministry-essentials  If you, or someone you know, would like to go on this course, please get in touch as URC OfGA have a certain amount of spaces for free.  
· Holiday club material, Wisdom Quest, is online urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/holiday-club-materials/#tab-263476
· The annual theme for next year is Peacemakers.  A resource is currently being developed and will be suitable for all areas of ministry.  
· The resource for grandparents – Faithful Footsteps – is now complete and available urc.org.uk/your-faith/children-young-people/children-youth-work/downloads-and-resources/  If you would like a hard copy, please get in touch as I still have some available.  
· I am part of the URC Children and Youth Conference planning group, which is organising a conference to equip and encourage those working with children and young people. The conference will focus on intergenerational ministry, with workshops exploring age specific development.
· Due to restructuring at OfGA, the CYDO+ are now under the FiA committee.  We have a new head of team - Dr Jo Griffiths,Head of Children, Youth and Intergenerational Discipleship.  Jo will be coming up to visit and meet with the churches at the March residential synod meeting.  



RechargePLUS – Scotland’s Intergenerational Ministry Conference

This year was the fourth annual RechargePLUS conference, held at The Studio, Glasgow, on Saturday 5 September. The event sold out, welcoming 80 paid delegates and 95 people in total, including exhibitors, speakers and volunteers. The conference received glowing feedback.

Speakers included Rachel Turner, founder of Parenting for Faith; Ruth White, CYDO+ and Lego Serious Play Practitioner; Darren Philip, co-author of Being an Intergenerational Church; Rev Katrona Templeton, founder of Reachout Together; Chris Watt of Out of the Box (Puppet Ministry); and Sue Thompson of the Scottish Bible Society, creator of 10 Must Know Bible Stories.

The conference welcomed people from across Scotland, from Inverness to Dumfries and from Glasgow to Edinburgh. Its ecumenical reach is also growing, with Baptists, Methodists and Episcopalians joining us.

Planning is now underway to create an ecumenical steering group to help support the continued growth of RechargePLUS.

Feedback from the day included:
· “I’ve discovered different ways to be creative with ministry (especially children’s work)”.
· “Intergenerational worship is easier than I thought”.
· “Practical ideas I can use this Sunday”.
· “Church for all!”
· “Brilliant event.  You will leave feeling recharged plus!!!”
· “Definitely go, you will leave recharged, full of ideas and inspired”.

