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	Contact name and email address
	Convenor: Dr Ewen Harley, 		pastoralconvenor@urcscotland.org.uk  
[bookmark: _Hlk120213892]Secretary: The Rev Helen M Mee, 	pastoralsecretary@urcscotland.org.uk   


	Action Required

	

	Draft Resolution(s)

	The National Synod of Scotland gives thanks to God for the work and witness of Shawlands United Reformed Church and concurs with the resolution of the Church Meeting to dissolve and requests that the Synod informs the General Assembly of these decisions.

	Subject and aim(s)

	

	Main Points

	

	Previous relevant documents

	


	Consultation has taken place with ….

	

	Any Financial Impact?

	

	External impact (ie Ecumenical)
	






GENERAL REPORT   
	1
	Membership
The Rev Helen M Mee, East 
Vacancy, East 
The Rev Susan Henderson, North 
Mrs Isobel Cormack, North 
Vacancy, West 
Vacancy, West 
Vacancy, South 
Mrs Nan Maxwell, South 
The Rev Derek McDonald, Lay Preaching Advocate
The Rev Lindsey Sanderson, Moderator
The Rev John Bremner, Ecumenical Relations Officer 
The Rev Dr John McNeil Scott, Training and Development Officer
The Rev Sarah Moore, Transition Minister 
Synod Clerk
Synod Terms of Settlement Officer (corresponding member)
Synod Safeguarding Administrator (corresponding member)

After Susan Henderson’s move to the North of the country it was suggested that she might continue the remaining time of her elected term on the committee but representing the North of the country rather than the West.  This was discussed and agreed at Synod executive Committee.


	2
	Meetings of committee
The committee has met four times since Synod in March 2026


	3
	Local Church News
Aberdeen: The congregation have now moved to a permanent home in St Mary’s Chapel in the crypt of St Nicholas’ building. A Dedication Service was conducted by Rev Sarah Moore with the Moderator preaching on the 9th of September.

Fraserburgh: The Elders are continuing work towards their profile with support from Revd Alan Gibbon

Caithness EMU Post: The Revd Susan Henderson was ordained to serve in Caithness on the 6th of August.  The Service was truly ecumenical and took place in both of the churches concerned (Thurso URC and St Peter’s Episcopal Church with the congregation processing from one building to the other as part of the Service.)

North Lanarkshire Pastorate: The previously reported work with Faith in Community Scotland has begun and is continuing.

Annan: A PT Vacancy has been declared and the relevant papers sent to the Moderators’ Meeting. 

North of Clyde Cluster: Revd Joshua Daka and his family arrived in Scotland and Joshua was Inducted on the 25th of July

Inverclyde: Following Susan Henderson’s move to Thurso a PT vacancy was declared.  This was paired with the vacancy for a Synod Clerk to create 100% scoping covering the two congregations and the Synod Clerk role.  Papers for this have been sent to the Moderator’s Meeting.

Southside Cluster:  
A PT vacancy was declared at Giffnock URC and the Rev Margaret Higton was Ordained and Inducted on the 18th of July.
Shawlands URC has decided to close and a Service of Thanksgiving has been arranged for the 31st of October.

Conversations regarding the future shape of the Cluster will be arranged in 2027.

Dunfermline and Newburgh URCs
Alongside their partner congregation Kirkcaldy Congregational Church the congregations have updated and refreshed their Covenant Documents.

Edinburgh Churches:
Following the exploration of future ministerial deployment  in Edinburgh facilitated by Place for Hope and a further consultation meeting between representatives of the Pastoral Committee and the churches. A FT vacancy was subsequently declared for Saughtonhall and Duke St. Alongside this all 5 churches are taking to their Church Meetings an embryonic plan to covenant to work more closely together.
 
There are ongoing explorations around the possibility of deploying a CRCW in the City – these are at very initial stages with one meeting having been held on the 1st of September. The revd Sarah Moore is leading this piece of work.

Ecumenical Matters:  The ecumenical review at Granton United has been carried out but at the time of writing a report is still awaited.

Western Expansion of Edinburgh Pioneer Ministry.  Sadly this will not be progressing as an ecumenical response.

Bathgate EU URC: Rev Eilidh Young (an NSM Model 4 minister) was Ordained and Inducted on the 12th of September


	4
	News of Ministers
Revd Joshua Daka and his family arrived during the summer

Revd Susan Henderson moved from her role serving the churches in Inverclyde to a new role in Thurso 

Revd Margaret Higton and Revd Eilidh Young were both Ordained and Inducted over the summer


	5
	Vacancies:
There are currently 2.5 declared vacancies in the Synod (Annan, Inverclyde, Saughtonhall & Duke St, Edinburgh


	6
	Pastoral Support:
Interim Moderators – the latest guidance from the General Assembly Ministries Committee clarifies that IMs are appointed only to lead the Declared Vacancy and Introduction processes 


Pastoral Companions will be appointed to offer support in most situations initially. 
(IM/PCs): There are currently 7 in place.
Sarah Moore – Aberdeen, 
Helen M Mee – Dunfermline 
Nick Mark – Annan
Alan Gibbon - Fraserburgh. 
Lindsey Sanderson – Duke St and Saughtonhall
Linda Rice – Newburgh
Barclay Bannister - Inverclyde

There is at least 1 IM/PC to be recruited

We want to thank Revd Fiona Bennett who served as Interim Moderator at Bathgate EU URC.


	7
	Students:
The College Valedictory Service was held on the 12th of June when both Margaret Higton and Eilidh Young received their Leaving Certificates 

There is currently one student from the Synod who is part of the College community

	8
	Lay Preaching:
A Lay Preachers’ Day is planned for later in 2027  


	9

	Deployment of Ministers of Word and Sacraments (MWS)/Cluster Review:
The proposed Vision Day did not go ahead. The future approaches to Clusters is still being considered by Pastoral Committee however they have agreed that the term Cluster has outlived its usefulness and no new Clusters will be formed (although Joint Pastorates and other descriptions will form one approach to our patterns of ministry).


	10
	Deaths
The Revd James Norman Walker (always known as Hamish Walker) died since Synod last met. Hamish served the Church of Scotland in India, as International Student Chaplain at Edinburgh University, in Parish Ministry before moving south as General Secretary of the Fellowship of Reconciliation.  In 1986 Hamish was called to the URC congregation in Chelsea and served there until his retiral in 1994. Hamish was a member of the Iona Community for 70 years.

Mrs Joyce Walker an Assembly Accreddited Lay Preacher was a member of Beith Congregational Church and then URC.  She was very active in the life of the congregation and travelled to a number of congregations in the vicinity in her capacity as a Lay Preacher. On the closure of Beith URC Joyce became a member of Oakshaw Trinity Church.
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