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Do the ‘pi’ experiment

All about pi
Understanding pi.

We can work out 
the circumference...

I wonder how far you 
go in one rotation?

You go round really 
slowly in a capsule.

...with pi! Have you ever 
done the pi experiment?

The fact sheet said the 
diameter is 120 metres.

...and then we went to the 
London Eye! That’s the big 
wheel right on the river.
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Unwrap the circle The TGT (circle 11) in Mathomat 
can represent the London Eye 
on the scale 1:3000. Imagine 
unwrapping the circle...

There are other big wheels we 
can compare. I’ve heard of one 
called the Singapore Flyer...

There’s an even bigger one in Las Vagas!
The diameter is 158.5m. Can you imagine 
the circumference unwrapped?

Use the TGT (shape 11) in Mathomat to draw a 40mm diameter circle 
then draw a line of 125.7mm length to represent the length of its 
unwrapped circumference.

Mathomat circle 11 has a circumference of 125.7 mm.
On the scale of 1:3000. That’s approximately 377 metres.

Compare these other famous wheels. They are illustrated here 
using an approximate scale of 1:3000. Find the circles on
Mathomat that most closely fit and mark their circumferences.
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