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David, the Heart of a Shepherd  February 8, 2026 

1. When you are looking for a babysitter, 
a. What things do you look for? 

i. Trustworthy 
ii. Their appearance 

1. Not Pro-Antifa t-shirts 
iii. Good reputation 
iv. Experience 
v. Good Common Sense 

2.  The history of David begins here: 

Acts 13:21–22  

“Then the people asked for a king, and he gave them Saul son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
who ruled forty years. After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning 
him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want 
him to do.” 

1 Samuel 16:1  

“The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. 
I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”  
1 Samuel 16:4–7  

“Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled 
when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then 
he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel 
saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the LORD 
said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The 
LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart.”  
1 Samuel 16:11  

“So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until 
he arrives.”  
3. While watching over the sheep, what was he preoccupied doing? 

Psalm 23:1–6   
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,  
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he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever.”  
Psalm 8:1–9  

“O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory  
above the heavens.  
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to 
silence the foe and the avenger.  
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place,  
what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?  
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  
You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  
all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field,  
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
Psalm 100:1–5  
“Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.  
Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise 
his name.  
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 
generations.”  

4. David marveled at God’s majestic nature 
a. Full of praise 
b. Grateful for his love and kindness toward him 

i. Even isolated away from  
1. Family 
2. Society 

ii. Even towards the end of his life remained grateful 
1 Kings 8:17–19  
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“My father David had it in his heart to build a temple for the Name of the 
LORD, the God of Israel. But the LORD said to my father David, ‘Because it 
was in your heart to build a temple for my Name, you did well to have this in 
your heart. Nevertheless, you are not the one to build the temple, but your son, 
who is your own flesh and blood—he is the one who will build the temple for 
my Name.’” 

c. Trusted in God’s leadership of his life 
d. How God protected him 

 
5. David appears when Goliath was challenging the Israelites to send out a warrior to fight with 

him. 
a. Here we learn what kind of shepherd David was: 

1 Samuel 17:32–37  

“David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant 
will go and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine 
and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.” But 
David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the 
sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 
Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be 
like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who 
delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the 
hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”  

 

6. David protected his father’s flock of sheep. 

1 Samuel 18:13–16  

“King Saul sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and 
David led the troops in their campaigns. In everything he did he had great success, because 
the LORD was with him. When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him. But all 
Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their campaigns.”  

Psalm 78:66–72  
“The Lord beat back his enemies; he put them to everlasting shame.  
Then he rejected the tents of Joseph, he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim;  
but he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loved.  
He built his sanctuary like the heights, like the earth that he established forever.  
He chose David his servant and took him from the sheep pens;  
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from tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd of his people Jacob, of Israel his 
inheritance.  
And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.”  

7. What does it look like to shepherd God’s sheep 

Ezekiel 34:1–6  

“The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat 
the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not 
take care of the flock. You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the 
injured. You have not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them 
harshly and brutally. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they 
were scattered they became food for all the wild animals. My sheep wandered over all the 
mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one 
searched or looked for them.” 
 
Ezekiel 34:11–16 

 “‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after 
them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds 
and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and 
I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the 
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the 
mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good 
grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself 
will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the 
lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the 
sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.”  

8. This is how David led Israel 
a. Israel was his flock 
b. Actually God’s flock 
c. God chose him to shepherd His flock 

9. He did it with  
a. Leadership 

i. Protecting them from their adversaries 
ii. (last week’s lesson – the Philistines) 

b. Integrity 
i. Not compromising principle -  
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ii. When he faltered – he openly repented (we can read about his sins) 
c. Vigilance 

i. Faithful to God to the very end of his life 
ii. Never left anything hanging – 

iii. Completed every task God gave him 
d. Heart 

i. Faithful to God in all he did 
ii. God was always first (above all things) 

iii. Always inquiring of God over major decisions 
iv. See this in the collection of his Psalms 

10. DAVID TRULY WAS A GREAT SHEPHERD OF GOD’S PEOPLE 


