
Page 20

Substrand Foundation MPL Video Alignment 

Sub-Strand — Recognizing Quantities Foundation 1.4  
Subitize

Counting Farm Series
Number Farm Series

Sub-Strand — Numeral Recognition Foundation 1.5  
Numeral Recognition

Counting Farm Series
Number Farm Series

Sub-Strand — Number Relationships Foundation 1.6  
Number Comparison

Abacus
Insects

Maple Tree
Pillbug

Weightlifting

Hands-On Arts & Crafts Activity
Lily’s Ladybug

Digital Activity
Memory Math

Feeding

Strand: 
2.0 — Operations and Algebraic Thinking

MarcoPolo Learning Approach: In the child-facing app, contextualized math games include operations and algebraic thinking through 
memory activities. These games offer children the opportunity to practice counting and numerical operations with engaging topics.

Sub-Strand — Number Operations Foundation 2.1  
Principles of Addition and 
Subtraction

Digital Activity
Memory Math

Strand 2.0 — Operations and Algebraic Thinking, continued...

Alignment of MarcoPolo For 
Educators with California 
TK & Preschool Learning 
Foundations

Page 8

Substrand Foundation MPL Video Alignment 

CA PTKLF Domain: 
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT: FOUNDATIONAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Strand: 
1.0 — Listening and Speaking

MarcoPolo Learning Approach: Children are exposed to effective communication techniques in every Video Lesson, such as 
questioning, problem solving, and collaborating. Narration in each Video Lesson includes complex sentences and back-and-forth 

dialogue as well as examples of self- and parallel talk. 

In addition to our high-quality Video Lessons, MarcoPolo Learning offers Learning materials that are also available to support language 
development and communication skills. Educators can utilize our Photocards for visual support and vocabulary building as well as the 

discussion questions in our Educator Guides to engage children in rich conversations about the content. 

Sub-Strand — Vocabulary Foundation 1.1  
Understanding and Using 
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary: Rich vocabulary is introduced in the 
Video Lessons, and words are taught explicitly 

through visual aids and examples.

Music videos: Our interactive music videos 
introduce concepts and highlight specific 

vocabulary words in an engaging musical format.

Foundation 1.2  
Understanding and Using Words 
for Categories

Video Lesson Examples
Breeds of Cats

Dog Breeds
Fish
Food

Insect Bodies
Musical Instruments

Taste
Types of Food

Strand 1.0 — Listening and Speaking, continued...

MarcoPolo Learning 
Alignment with  

CA TK & Preschool 
Learning Foundations

Our research-based resources support key 
early learning domains, promote cultural 
responsiveness, offer multilingual content, and 
foster family engagement— all aligned with the 
California TK & Preschool Learning Foundations.

How does MarcoPolo For Educators support the key early learning 
domains of the California TK and Preschool Learning Foundations?
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Scan this QR 
code to see the 
FULL alignment

Language and literacy
•	Our story-driven content enhances vocabulary, 

comprehension, and verbal communication, while 
interactive activities teach foundational literacy 
skills like print concepts, phonological awareness, 
and fluency.

Approaches to Learning

•	Our Video Lessons and learning resources foster a 
growth mindset, with our Polo Characters modeling 
curiosity, initiative, and motivation to learn.

Social-Emotional Development

•	Our social-emotional Video Lessons and resources 
empower educators to make abstract concepts 
more concrete with strategies for self-awareness, 
interpersonal skills, and emotional regulation.
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Bald Eagle

Bald Eagle

Video description
Bald eagles live in North America near rivers and lakes where they can catch 
fish. They are great predators! Learn which physical features make bald eagles 
great hunters.

Objectives
• Children will learn about an animal’s physical features.

• Children will learn how an animal’s physical adaptations help it to survive.

Key content words
Talons, Eyesight 

Skills
Observation, Comparison, 
Classification
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Bald Eagle

Discussion guide

1 Introduction
Engage children in a discussion about different helpful abilities and talents 
that people have. Transition the discussion to different animal’s abilities that 
help them survive.

Questions:

• Who do you know that is a really good cook? How is cooking helpful?

• Who do you know that is really kind? How is being kind to others helpful?

• Which animals can you think of that are really great at something?  
How does that help the animal?

• What do you think a bald eagle is excellent at doing?

2 Video discussion
Watch the video lesson with the children. Pause to discuss the  
following questions:

• What do you notice about the bald eagle’s eyes? How are the eagle’s  
eyes similar to people’s eyes? How are they different?

• How does having large, strong wings help the bald eagle?

• How are the bald eagle’s talons similar to and different from our fingernails?

3 Culminating discussion
Show children three photographs: a bald eagle, an osprey, and a pigeon.

Now that you know what features make the bald eagle a great hunter,  
which of these birds do you think is also a great hunter? What do you see  
that makes you think that?
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Mathematics
•	Our interactive Video Lessons and hands-on 

activities strengthen number recognition, counting, 
shapes, and early problem-solving skills.

Science
•	Our science-themed resources foster curiosity and 

exploration while promoting problem-solving skills 
for inquiry-based learning.

Physical Development and Health
•	Our Video Lessons and related activities promote 

physical activity, motor skills development, and 
understanding of health and nutrition.
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Rocket Ship

Activity
CONSTRUCTION CHALLENGE: BUILDING A ROCKET SHIP
Setup note: To guide children’s rocket ships to travel straight up, fasten a string 
securely to the ceiling. Thread the string through a straw, and then fasten the 
remaining end of the string to the floor. Children can tape their rocket ship to 
one side of the straw, and a balloon to the other side. 

In this activity, children will collaborate to design and build a rocket ship.  
Provide photographs of different rocket ships, and nonfiction books about 
space, for children to reference when designing and building the rocket.  
Tell children that their challenge is to create a rocket ship, and then figure out 
how to make the rocket ship take the straw up to the ceiling. Support a small 
group of children in consulting the photographs to draw designs for the rocket 
ship. Then, support children to construct their rocket ship, and figure out how  
to make the rocket ship take the straw up to the ceiling. 

(Hint: One way is to blow up a balloon without tying it. Pinch the end of the 
balloon, and tape the balloon to the straw with the end facing down like  
a rocket booster. Then you’re ready to launch your balloon rocket upwards.  
3, 2, 1, let go and blastoff!

Suggested materials:

• Construction paper

• Plastic bottles

• Aluminum foil

• String

• Glue, tape, scissors, etc.

• Balloons (long balloons will work best)
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Food

Recipe:

• 2 cans chickpeas, drained and rinsed

• 2 juiced lemons, seeds removed

• 4-6 TB olive oil (can add more as you are blending for creamy texture) 

• 2 TB Tahini (or yogurt/yogurt substitute if anyone has a sesame seed allergy)

• Pinch of salt and pepper 

• Crackers and/or veggie sticks 

Combine everything in a bowl/the food processor, and blend until smooth  
and creamy! Enjoy with crackers or veggie sticks (carrots, celery, and 
cucumber work well!) 

Activity option 3
FOOD ART
This activity will allow children to observe and draw a variety of plant-based food. 

Note: Consider allergy precautions in the classroom.

Materials:

• Variety of plant based food, some fruits cut in half or quartered to show 
the inside (5-8 examples of fruits, veggies, grains) 

• Plates 

• Paper

• Coloring crayons, pencils, markers

Set up a few different foods on plates in the center of each table. Ask children  
to observe the food, and draw it on their paper. They can also touch and smell 
the food types, just remind them not to taste! Children can move to another 
table to draw a different type of food if time permits. 
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Rocket Ship

Rocket Ship

Video description
Astronauts can travel to space in rocket ships (rockets)! Learn how rockets  
fly and where the first rockets came from.

Objectives
• Children will learn about space technology.

•  Children will learn that change occurs over time, in the context 
of advancements in space exploration.

Key content words
Rocket, Fuel, Astronaut 

Skills
Observation, Comparison,  
Creating models
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Food

Food

Video description
Food gives the body the nutrition it needs to grow and function properly.  
Food mostly comes from plants and animals. Some foods are modified to  
create new foods.

Objectives
• Children will learn where food comes from.

• Children will learn how food can be changed or modified.

• Children will learn about nutrition.

Key content words
Nutrients, Fruits, Vegetables, Plant 
seeds, Meat 

Skills
Observation: Taste, smell, 
Classification, Sorting

History - Social Science
•	Our Video Lessons and discussion prompts spark 

inquiry, exploring global diversity through familiar 
topics like food, sports, music, and the human body.

Scan this QR code to see 
the FULL alignment

Visual and Performing Arts
•	Our digital content and hands-on activities 

immerse children in artistic learning through 
storytelling, music, and discovery, exploring various 
topics with diverse materials.
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