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Harmanpreet hopes for hike in women’s contract values

mss TNIST OF INDIA

The vawn\ng Rgap never
reiilly bothered her as it
was “driven by market
forces” but India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur believes
the BCCI men's and
women's central contracts
will now be closer In value
following her team's path-
breaking ODI World Cup
triumph.

BCCI brought the match
fee of women cricketers at
par with men in 2022
when it comes to central
contracts, the numbers are
not worth a comparison.
However, Harmanpreet's
teammate Smriti Mandhana
has long believed that the
payment structure isdriven
by market forces and the
skipper agrees with that
view. The cricketers in the
men's top tler are paid 7
crore annually while the
women are paid 250 lakh.

“It will change now (the
value of the central con-
tracts). That's what 1 feel. A
lot of changes came after
2017 (when India reached
the final). Belore that, our
central contract wasworth
15 lakh.” sald the India
captain during her visit to
the PTI headquarners where
she opened up about her
journey and the growth of
Indian women's cricket in
an exclusive interview
Majority of the revenue is
generated by men's cricket,
Harmanpreet acknowl-
edged bur after rhe
women's ODI World Cup
triumph earlier this month,
she sald change is already
in motion,

“Alter the 2017 World
Cup, it became T50 lakh,
Alter that, we couldn’t
prove ourselves much,
especially In ICC events.
Because at the end of the

day, the main goal is ICC
events, "After winning this
trophy. | am sure there will
be a lot of improvements,
And we will see financially
also." added the first Indian
women’s leam captain o
be a World Cup-winner,”
she said. "Before this, all the
revenue was coming
through men's cricket. We
were grate(ul that BCC
made us a part of it and sup-
ported women's cricket
when it needed the most.”

Harmanpreet sald she
has always been aware that
only strong performances
would compel market
forces to pay women crick-
eters better.

“One thing that we
always knew was that we
will have to contribute and
then only we can come to
that point, Now we can
talk about equal payment
and equal recognition,” she
sald. “For that, we have to
come to that point because
we knew that they (the
men) have improved their
cricket so much over the
years, They have won back-
to-back trephles for the
country.

If their market value is
higher than ours, then there
must be some reason
behind it," she said.
Harmanpreet said the
market value of women
cricketers has already gone
up post the final in Navi
Mumbai on November 2 in
which they comprehensives
ly defeated South Alrica,
“Post November 2, the
market value of women's
cricket has gone up because
ofthe trophy. If we had not
won that trophy, we would
still be stuck there,

“Ifwewant to change, we
have to come to that point
that we win the same
number of trophies for the
country. Then people will

automatically start giving us
the same value as men get,"
said the India skipper.

It's not over yet:
Harmanpreet is expected Lo
captain the side in the 2026
T20 World Cup in the UK but
will the 36-year-old be around
when the next ODI World
Cup takes time in four years'
time?

“see, winning the World
Cup with the best team and
supporters and inyour home
ground surely Is a dream but
yes it's not over yet. There's
anather trophy that awalts
and we want to celebrate and
move on to the next phase
and work towards the next
goal,” she sald.
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1 Nudlhabal Kulme W/o Antar
Singh R/o Khedapura., Dasal,
Bubarls.  Dhar  Madhys
Pradesh-454449 have changed
the nmame of my minor
dausghter Salini Xalroe aged 13
years and she shall herealter be
kniown sy Salini.
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