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You Are Planting 
Seeds of Wonder

Find Your Own Moments 
of Wonder

At-Home Activity:  
Take a Wonder Walk

Set aside 30 minutes to walk 
through a natural space near 
you—a park, trail, garden, or 

tree-lined street. As you walk, 
let this question guide your 

attention:

“What do I notice and wonder 
about the world I walk in?”

Because of your support, the Urban Ecology Center’s 
Preschool Environmental Education Project (PEEP) is giving 
Milwaukee’s youngest learners something precious: a bond 
with the natural world right outside their door.

This report was printed on uncoated, FSC 

certi�ed paper made with 10% recycled 

content. Please share the report with a 

friend or recycle after reading!

MISSION

VISION

BRANCHES

We connect people in cities 

to nature and each other.

To inspire generations to 

build environmental 

curiosity, understanding, and 

respect. We restore hope and 

heal our urban natural world, 

neighborhood by 

neighborhood.

Riverside Park

1500 E. Park Pl.

Milwaukee, WI 53211

(414) 964-8505

Menomonee Valley

3700 W. Pierce St.

Milwaukee, WI 53215

(414) 431-2940

Washington Park 

1859 N 40 St 

Milwaukee, WI 53208

(414) 344-5460
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Christina Singer, a teacher at Parkside Elementary, sees 
the impact �rsthand. She recalls one perfect fall 

moment when Urban Ecology Center 
(UEC) educator Matt Flower 

found a beautiful tree at the 
peak of its fall colors. He had 
all the kids lie down under 
it and look up. �ey talked 
about the colors they saw, 
the breeze, and who might 
live in the tree. “He makes 

nature so fun,” Christina 
shared. “I never would have 

thought to do that on my own. 
It’s really cool to see the kids 

repeat what they learn on the trips, re-creating the 
activities on their own and with their parents. He’s 
instilling a real love of nature at such a young age.”

Matt Flower, our beloved early childhood 
environmental education leader and a 20-year UEC 
veteran, knows PEEP isn’t just for the children – it’s 
training their caregivers and teachers, too. “We’re 
showing them new, fun ways of meeting enrichment 
goals,” he explains.

 

�is year, thanks to friends like you, we’ve expanded 
PEEP at our Washington Park branch, reaching 
hundreds of new children and caregivers. For Matt, this 
expansion is deeply personal. “�ere are more than 300 
childcare centers within two miles of Washington Park, 
but there are not a lot of high-quality, age-appropriate 
enrichment opportunities available to them.” Many of 
these childcare centers operate on tight budgets with 
zero government support, 
leaving them without 
resources for professional 
development or �eld trips. 
Your gi�s change that.

�e UEC’s approach is simple 
but profound. We’re 
introducing very young 
children to their world. Not the rainforest or the farm, 
but the world right outside their window. Making them 
comfortable at an early age allows them to be curious, 
and curiosity is the seed to empathy.

Because of you, children across Milwaukee are learning 
that the bird outside isn’t just a bird—it’s their bird, in 
their neighborhood. You’re not just funding �eld trips. 
You’re planting seeds of wonder, curiosity, and 
connection that will grow for a lifetime.

Photo Credit: 
Matt Flower

Manager of Early Childhood  
Environmental Education, Matt Flower
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Board Chair 

Antoine McDu�e 
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Marissa Endter 
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Being able to bring 
the PEEP program  
to the Washington 
Park neighborhood  

is a dream come true.

-Matt Flower



YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE! 
Your support guided 
kids, families, and adults 
on their nature journey 

this year.

672,087

83,484

146

21

Park Visitors

Take It Outside Day 
Participants

Building Visitors 474

*WIngs 
Surveys

WIngs 
Volunteers

*Wisconsin Night Guardians 
for Songbirds (WIngs) is a 

monitoring program to rescue 
injured birds and document 

bird collisions with buildings.

�rough the Neighborhood Environmental 
Education Project (NEEP), schools partner 
with the UEC for an entire year. Students 
explore science concepts with hands-on 
outdoor activities during multiple visits 
(transportation included!)

�rough the Preschool 
Environmental Education 

Project (PEEP), organizations 
serving children ages 0 - 5 

participate in nature-based 
enrichment activities.

45%

70

41

60

of Summer Camp registrants 
received �nancial support

Schools in NEEP

Partners in PEEP

Public Programs 

 $108,668  
scholarships provided

 29,130  
student visits

 5,110  
student visits

Public Programs include 
educational workshops, 

adventure days, and community 
festivals. �ey provide nature-

based learning and connect 
neighbors to each other.

Take It Outside Days are free opportunities 
to learn introductory outdoor skills with 
lessons on camp�re building, canoeing, 
skiing, orienteering, biking, and �shing.

3,750

32lbs

Trees, Bushes, and 
Seedlings Planted

Native Seeds Planted

74.83 acres 
terrestrial

11.67 acres 
aquatic

86.5
Acres Managed

New 
Record

�e students had 
so much fun and 
learned so much

�ank you for 
making this such 

a meaningful 
experience for the 

students.

�ank you for 
teaching us new 

skills that we can 
use later in life.

Noche de Altares at our 
Menomonee Valley Branch

You were 

here!

New 
Record



On Feb 1, 2026,  we celebrated one year in the new Washington Park 
branch building, and what a year it’s been! From Feb 1 to Dec 31, over 
25,000 visitors and participants enjoyed the new space!  
Here are a few highlights: 

-Teacher from Washington Park 
NEEP �eld trip

• 9,277 student visits through the Neighborhood Environmental 
Education Project (NEEP). 

• 2,251 children ages 6 months - 5 years participated in the 
Preschool Environmental Education Project (PEEP). 

• 10,462 community visits

 Family favorites include: free �shing pole lending, paddle  
 boats, and grab-and-go backpacks

• 2,106 meals served through our free summer meals program in 
partnership with CFI.

• 3 new acres of native plants were planted.

 A highlight for many visitors are the pollinator habitats   
 attracting dozens of species of native butter�ies, bees, wasps  
 and �ies.

Prairie Springs on Park opened in March of 2025 and has 
already become a vibrant hub for celebration and connection.  
�is eco-friendly event hall has hosted 
weddings, corporate gatherings, and 
fundraisers—bringing people together 
while generating revenue to support 
the mission of the Urban Ecology 
Center. 

�e �nal phase of this project will 
feature a facilities and land 
management building to replace 
temporary shipping containers. �is streamlined area will 
provide the teams who care for our green spaces and buildings 
with a much-needed work area to complete all the behind-the-
scenes tasks in a safe and appropriate setting.

a once-neglected 
eyesore...

Just east of Prairie Springs on Park

+ a new entrance to the beloved 
Oak Circle in Riverside Park.

Goal 
$10M. 

$4.3M.
Raised

transformed into a 
beautiful community 

green space.

�e UEC endowment is your vote of con�dence that nature 
belongs in cities. �at every child deserves to feel soil under 
their feet and sun on their face, and that Milwaukee can be a 
place where people and wildlife �ourish together. 

�rough the Imagine Campaign, our generous community has 
donated $4.3 million towards our $10 million goal. If the last 
few years have taught us anything, it’s that challenges will 
come. A strong endowment ensures the Urban Ecology Center 
will be here through every season and every storm. �ank you 
for being a part of this future. 

Imagine Campaign 
Endowment 

�e Urban Ecology 
Center Endowment

Sustaining the Urban Ecology 
Center for Future Generations

Your support of the Urban Ecology Center’s Imagine 
Campaign has transformed Milwaukee into a place 
where nature and community thrive 
together.

Launched in 2022, the 
comprehensive Imagine Campaign 
brought to life a renovated Urban 
Ecology Center branch in 
Washington Park, created a new 
event space in Riverside Park, and 
invested in the long-term 
sustainability of the UEC through a 
growing endowment. 

Being outside and 
learning is such a gi�! 
All kids should get to 

experience this!

Imagine Campaign
Transforming a 
vision into  
life-changing 
experiences in nature

Washington Park: 

A Bridge to Nature in the 
Heart of Milwaukee 

Riverland Development:

Reimagining the Riverside Park Campus

We are deeply grateful 
to the 14 new people 
who have joined the 
UEC’s Legacy Society 
during the campaign. 

�ank you to everyone who is 
imagining more with us.

A full list of Imagine Campaign donors 
can be found on our website.



Allspring Global Investments

Baird

Brazen Standard Hospitality

Cargill Cocoa

Carmen Northwest        Middle & High School 

Carroll University Pios Volunteer

Casa Romero Renewal Center:        Urban Plunge Immersion

Common Mutual Alliance        (CMA) Milwaukee

Cream City Mortgage

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School

Easterseals Southeast Wisconsin        - Wauwatosa Adult Day Center

Eaton 

Elliot Eagle Scout Group

Enerpac

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Federal Probation Eastern WI

Goodwill Community Service

Helping Others Together        Club of Milwaukee

HIPPY

HNTB

Huntington Bank

Hydrite Chemical

JLA Architects

Johnson Controls 

JP Cullen Young Leaders

Kids Impact Community

Kohl’s Marketing

KPMG

LIFT Field Hockey

Logan’s Eagle Scout Project

ManpowerGroup

Marquette University

Men Mending Men

Michael Best

Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club

Milwaukee Bucks

Ogletree Deakins

PEAK Initiative

Pierce Engineers

Pius XI Catholic High School

Potawatomi Ventures

Public Allies Wisconsin

PwC Green Team

Regal Rexnord Green Team

Reyes Coca ColaRishi        Tea & Botanicals

SoftwareOne

St. Anthony High School

Stone Creek Co�ee

Trane

Truity Partners

U.S. District Court

University School of Milwaukee        Upper School Service

UWM Conservation Club

Valley Community Presbyterian        Church Youth Group

VJS Construction Services

Working On Re�ning our        Community (WORC)

Yale Alumni Association

YMCA Camp Minikani LT2s

Zurn Elkay Water Solutions

Wonder Walk 
Inspiration: 
Belonging

As you walk in nature, 
ask “How do the 

di�erent living things 
interact with each 

other here?

*Based on a $31.86 per hour value 
determined by Independent Sector 

for the State of Wisconsin. 

Volunteers are at the core of the UEC’s operations. 

�eir contributions of time and expertise are vital to our mission!

Caitlin Acosta

Liz Adkins

Louis Agnew

Mohamed Ahmed

Chris Allbrooks

Bruce Anthony

A’netra Armstrong-Powell

Karin Awve

Erin Baumgartner

Kathy Beaver

Je� Bento�

Anna Bernhardt

Bert Bleke

Andrew Bochman

Donnie Boe

Kristiana Brennan

Monica Broeckling

Jodi Brzezinski

Ray Buckner

Bob Bukowski

Markell Carradine

Dennis Casper

Maria Castillo

Nevaeh Childress

Andrew Chittick

John Clancy

John Contreras

Catrina Crane

Penny Cruse

Jason Cusell-Barnes

Laurel Cutright

Elizabeth Dalton

Avery Danlin

Courtney Deering

Dale Durrent

Marissa Endter

Mateo Espinosa

Ashley Fait

Kyle Farmer

Morgan Fischer

Katie Fisher

David Flowers

Johnswel Fontánez

Lauren Foust

Tabitha Frazier

Olivia Frederickson

David Froiland

Robin Fuchs

Jessica Fuller

Michael Garvey

Aidan George

Dave Glenn

Jovan Goldsmith

Zavier Gonzalez

Kit Gould

Emily Grandy

Dennis Grzezinski

Mary Gute Witte

Devin Guthrie

Donovan Guthrie

Samantha Gutschow

Charles Hagner

Marilyn Hamilton

Edward Hammond

Heavin-Lei Hampton

Anthony Haning

Emma Heinrich

Justin Heitman

Christopher Hermann

Denisse Hernandez

David Herrewig

Suzy Holstein

Connor Hoose

Anajha Johnson

Ashley Johnson

Gwen Johnson

Sydney Johnson

Claire Jones

Shane Judd

Beth Kaplan

Erin Kavanagh

Anna Keebler

Patrick Kim

Joe Kirschbaum

Emma Knickelbine

Judy Knight

McKenzie Kruchten

Paul Kullerstrand

Amy LaMacchia

Sandra Lamers Hernandez

Josh Levy

Precious Lewis

Debra Liebhauser

Elaine Lindstrom

Yontel Love

Kent Lovern

Lucia Loza Galezewski

Kaitlyn Lund

Pam Lyons

Jessica Mailhot

Mary Beth Malm

Lindsay Marx

Cody Mazell

Ryan McCarthy

Antoine McDu�e

Michael Medcalf

Lillian Miller

Rebecca Mitich

Susan Modder

Kanoe Montano

Jym Mooney

Bill Morley

Amber Mose

Derek Mosley

Lily Mounsey

Madison Mount

Daniel Narvey

Bill Nelson

Erik Nelson

Peggy Noonan

Timothy Nuenningho�

Rachel Nuetzel

Drake Ostrowski

Hunter Ott

Alexandria Otto

Danielle Pahlisch

Justin Parker

Zach Parry

Eric Peterson

Beth Phillips

John Plummer

Jose Podilla

Jane Porath

Dominic Poulter

Montoria Powell

Virginia Pratt

Angela Price

Jennine Pufahl

Todd Rakowski

Noah Reinkober

Kyla Reyes

Lenore Rinder

Caryl Roberts

Betty Salamun

Ganesh Salunke

Lucy Schick

Jim Schleif

Michael Schultz Jr

Mel Schwandt

Emilie Schwind

James Shead

Maxwell Sitterly

Elsie Smith

Guy Smith

Nia Smith

David Snell

Miran Songara

Je� Spence

Tracy Staedter

Cathy Stagmer

Kevin Stalheim

Michele Stanton

Paul Steinhafel

Tim Steinhauer

Ahryanna Swanson

Nathan Tennies

Olivia Tetzla�

Robert Thielke

Catherine Thisted

Amberly Thomas

Ti�any Thomas

Sean Thompson

Alex Townley

Mikalanne Turner

Sharon Untz

Erica Veto

Patti Vollmer

Chris von Briesen

Sara Vondrachek

Benjamin Watzka

Susan Weistrop

David Wenstrup

August West Migas

Finwe Wiedenhoeft

Jonathan Wiemer

Mark Willmering

Sara Wilson

Renate Witt

Sharon Wolf

Andrew York

Amber Young

Diane Yurasovich

Jean Zachariasen

Michael Zaleski

Gisela Zelenka-Drysdale

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 
The Urban Ecology Center thanks you, our amazing volunteers, for your work in the 2024-25 �scal year. 

Thank you to the following volunteers who contributed 10 or more hours of service to the Urban Ecology Center between September 1, 2024 and 

August 31, 2025. We are grateful for your gift of time and commitment to our mission.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE GROUPS 

9,395

2,438

$299,324total number of 
volunteer hours

total volunteers

Value of



FISCAL YEAR 2024 - 25 FINANCIAL REPORT

�e charts above represent operational revenue and expenses and are derived from Urban Ecology Center cash-basis �nancial statements.  
�is statement is not required by Generally Accepted Accounting Principles and is not part of the audited �nancial statements.

FY 2024-25 OPERATING REVENUES

$ 5,634,461

77% Contributed Revenue 84% Program Expenses

17% Earned Income
6% Fundraising

6% Other

10% General & Admin

70% General Donations & Grants

5% Fundraising Events

1% Non�nancial Assests (in kind)

1% Government Grants

29% Education

27% Community Improvement

18% Environmental Stewardship

10% Practice Responsible Behaviors

14% Program Service Fees

3% Facility Rental Income

6% Endowments & Interest

$ 5,787,149

FY 2024-25 OPERATING EXPENSES

Corporate and Foundation Giving
Gifts given September 2024-August 2025 by a corporation, foundation or government entity. We are grateful for these 

philanthropic partnerships. 

Every e�ort was made to ensure that this list of donors is accurate. If you made a gift between September 2024 and August 2025 and your name 

is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please contact Aria Duax in the UEC’s Development O�ce at 414-626-8569.

Anonymous (1)

Alumbra Innovations Foundation, Inc.

Anodyne Co�ee

Anon Charitable Trust

Antonia Foundation

Argosy Foundation

The Artisan Cheese Exchange LTD

Artisan Partners

Astor Street Foundation, Inc.

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.

Badger Meter Foundation Designated Fund

Baird

Bars & Rec

Bay View Printing Co.

Beü Face & Body Lounge

Blair Fire Protection

Blue’s Egg

BOGS Footwear

Brady Corporation

Brazen Standard Hospitality

The Brookby Foundation

Brook�eld Congregational Church

Burke Foundation

Catena Foundation

CG Schmidt Inc.

Charles D. Jacobus Family Foundation, Inc.

Charles D. Ortgiesen Foundation

Christ Church Episcopal

CIBC 

CIS LLC

City of Milwaukee

Clare M. Peters Charitable Trust

Conceptworks, Inc.

Department of Natural Resources

Dorothy Inbusch Foundation, Inc.

Eaton Charitable Fund

Eaton Corporation

Educators Credit Union

Enerpac Corporation

Enterprise Mobility Foundation

Environmental Youth Collaborative

Evan & Marion Helfaer Foundation, Inc.

Faith in Place

Float Milwaukee

The Florentine Opera

Foley & Lardner, LLP

Four-Four Foundation, Inc.

Frank and Lucille Puncer Foundation

The Gardner Foundation

Gathering Place Brewing Company

GE Healthcare’s Green Team Network

Generac Foundation

General Mills Foundation

The George B. Storer Foundation

Give Lively Foundation

Gladys E. Gores Charitable Foundation

Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

Good Land Physical Therapy & Wellness

Graef - USA Inc.

Greater Milwaukee Association of Realtors        Youth Foundation

Greater Milwaukee Foundation, Inc.

Green Bay Packers Foundation

Harri Ho�mann Family Foundation

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Herzfeld Foundation

Terri and Verne Holoubek Family Foundation

Huntington Bank

Husch Blackwell

Immanuel Presbyterian Church

Ingeteam

Interiorscapes

James E. Dutton Foundation

Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.

Johnson Controls

Johnson Controls Foundation

Jones Lang LaSalle

JPMorgan Chase

JRT Top Notch Roofs

Klein-Dickert Milwaukee, Inc.

Kohl’s Department Stores, Inc.

Komatsu Mining Corp

Komatsu Mining Corp Foundation

The Kubala Washatko Architects, Inc.

Lake Michigan Bird Observatory

Landaas & Company

Lux Foundation, Inc.

M3 Insurance Foundation

Maihaugen Foundation

MANDI

Medical College of Wisconsin

Milwaukee Film

Milwaukee Improv

Milwaukee Kayak Company

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District

Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra

Milwaukee Urban Agriculture Network

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

The Norma & Stanley DeBoer Quiet Trails        Fund of the Natural Resources Foundation        of Wisconsin

The Nature Conservancy

Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Old National Bank

Outpost Natural Foods

Palermo Villa, Inc.

PayPal

PNC

PNC Foundation

Pour, Inc.

Prairie Springs: The Paul Fleckenstein Trust

PRP Wine International

Quad

Ralph Evinrude Foundation, Inc.

Ramboll Foundation

Re�o

Regal Rexnord

REI - Brook�eld

Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Reyes Coca-Cola Bottling

Ring & DuChateau, LLP

RiverWalk Boat Tours & Rentals

Rivet, LLC

Robertson Ryan & Associates

Rockwell Automation

The ROS Foundation

Rotary Club of Milwaukee, Inc.

Sacajawea Charitable Foundation

Sherpa Co�ee and Kettle

Shorewest Realtors

Spring Bank

Steigleder Charitable Trust

The Streich Family Foundation

Synergy Technology Advisors

Target Corporation

Two Birds Event Group

U.S. Forest Service

Union Paci�c Foundation

Unitarian Universalist Church West

United Way of Dane County

United Way of Greater Milwaukee &        Waukesha County

Urban Ecology Center Photo Club

Visit.org

Vivarium

VJS Construction Services, Inc.

Vortex Optics

Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church

We Energies Foundation

Weyco Group, Inc.

White�sh Bay Woman’s Club

Wiemer Law Group, LLC

Wisconsin Athletic Club

Wisconsin Business Travel Association

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program

Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, Inc.

YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee

YourCause, LLC

Ziegler Family Foundation, Inc.

Zurn Elkay Water Solutions

Wonder Walk 
Inspiration:  
The Seasons

Take a family Wonder Walk 
and ask “What are the 

plants and animals doing 
today? How might that 
change next season?”

Photo Credit: 
Bruce Halmo

Please visit our website at www.urbanecologycenter.org for additional information, including the IRS Form 990 and audit report.

What an exciting year of growth at the Urban Ecology Center! In �scal 

year 2024-25, we opened the renovated and expanded Washington 

Park building and launched the Prairie Springs on Park event hall. Our 

�nancial position bene�ted from the start-up revenues of Prairie 

Springs on Park event rentals and the expansion of summer camps in 

Washington Park.

However, like many nonpro�ts, the Urban Ecology Center was 

impacted by the changes in the federal funding landscape, particularly 

related to our work in environmental justice, climate change, and 

serving marginalized communities. In response to these changes, sta� 

implemented a mid-year contingency plan that brought expenses 

under budget to mitigate the impact of these shortfalls and the UEC 

was able to end the year with only a slight de�cit.

 

 

�e UEC remains committed to ensuring long-term �scal sustainability, 

focusing on both immediate �nancial needs and future strategic 

planning. �e 990 and audit present the combined balance of 

Operating and Capital Campaign funds in the 2024-25 �scal year. To 

date, the UEC has carried no long-term operating debt - in part by only 

entering into agreements supported by existing pledges and donor 

contributions. Any reported long-term debt is related to the Imagine 

Campaign construction projects and will be paid down in full as pledge 

payments are received. �e UEC Board of Directors and Finance 

Committee maintain an intense focus on the adequacy of cash and 

oversight for all material �nancial aspects of the organization. �e 

UEC has a positive ratio of assets to liabilities and a broad donor base, 

ensuring a solid �nancial foundation for future growth. Its annual 

�nancial statements are audited by the Milwaukee-based accountants 

Wegner CPAs. 



Anonymous (25)

David and Kathryn Adam

Mary Ann A�eldt and Bruce Twomey

Richard Albert

Lynn Anders and Peter Kohlho�

Paul Anders

Keith and Paula Anderson

Marc and Deb Andraca

Kirstin Anglea and Elizabeth Gies

Mike Anglea

Philip Ankel and Alberta Ashbrook-Ankel

Bruce and Julie Anthony

Laura and Mike Arnow

Mary and Tom Avery

Elizabeth and Kurt Baehman

Timothy Bailen and Diana Luepke

Anne and Je� Ballentine

Paul E. Barkhaus, M.D.

Anne Basting and Brad Lichtenstein

Donald and Donna Baumgartner

Ryan Baxter

Woody and Tena Benson

Joshua Benson and Alyssa Pisarski

Je� Bento� and Julie Penman

Todd and Betty Berens

Cass and Mike Bergemann

Julie Berkopec

Rebecca Bernstein and Michael Carter

Katherine and Bill Biersach

Sue Blaustein

Bert and Janet Bleke

Andrew Bochman and Tracy Staedter

Bill and Barbara Boles

Matthew Bonner

John and Kay Bowman

Jacqueline Boynton and Peter McAvoy

Laura and Je� Bray

William and Christy Breihan

Edie Brengel

Joan and Fred Brengel Family Foundation, Inc.

Cheri and Tom Briscoe

Sue Bronson

Jessica Brundage

Garrett Bucks and Kjersti Knox

Marybeth Budisch

Bob and Christine Bukowski

Jane Buttars

Tom Callan

Susan and Liam Callanan

Patricia Calvy

Eric Cameron

Kathi and Bruce Campbell

Mary Carian

Linda and Mark Carlson

Kevin and Judy Carr

Mike and Pam Carroll

Dennis Casper

Gabe and Katrina Ceci

Tera and Michael CGF

Jenny Chay

Aleta and Walt Chossek

Pegi and Dale Christiansen

John and Christi Clancy

Kelly and Kathryn Clark

Jori Clarke

Kristine Cleary and Peter Co�ey

Josh and Megan Cochrane

Joan and Ron Cook

Terry and Leslie Cooley

Michelle and Craig Counsell

Amy and Fred Croen

Croen Foundation, Inc.

Penny Cruse

The Chuck and Penny Cruse        Charitable Foundation

Steve Culver and Sally Heuer

Diana and Michael Dahm

Eddee Daniel and Lynn Kapitan

William J. Davidson

Darren Davis and Bryna Goeckner

Peter and Kathleen Davis

Atanu Deb Baruah and Angela Hersil

Nikki and Andrew DeGuire

Marshall and Judy Dermer

George and Sandy Dionisopoulos

Ron and Sue Dix

Rhonda Downey

David HB Drake

Cliona Draper and Joel Rast

Mary and Joel Dresang

Beverly and Robert Drew

Roberta and David Drews

Debby Dreyfus and Jim Lemke

Ellen Drought

Duax Dye Family

Steven Duback and Elizabeth Bellis Duback

Ryan and Steven Dubner

Marie Dupuis and Peter Westergard

Eaton Charitable Fund

Julianna Ebert and Frank J. Daily

Debbie and Jonathan Eder

Sally Edgett

Alison E�ord and Brandon Walton

Marissa Endter

Jodi Engelberg

Enough Is As Good As A Feast

Evelyn Ericson

Ellen and Thomas Etten

Randall and Mary Farah

Amy and Andrew Farkas

Patrick and Anne Fee

David Feiss and Patricia Hanz

Julia and Patrick Fennelly

Brian and Megan Fifarek

Katie and Doug Fisher

Anne and Dean Fitzgerald

Kevin Flaherty

John Florsheim and Lindy Yeager

Gloria and Steve Foster

Lincoln and Lilith Fowler

Mary Jean and Ward Fowler

Karlene Fox

Christina and Christopher Frain

Mary Ann Franke

HERE’S TO YOU
The Urban Ecology Center thanks you, our generous donors, for your support in the 2024-25 �scal year. 

As an organization that started small, the UEC understands that something small can make a big impact. As we’ve grown over the years, 
we’ve depended on donations - of all sizes – to support our mission of connecting people in cities to nature and each other. For that 
reason, our Annual Report lists supporters alphabetically rather than by giving level. We are pleased to acknowledge the following 

donors for their generosity and support. Below are donations of $250 or more. A full list of donors can be found on our website. 

Every e�ort was made to ensure that this list of donors is accurate. If you made a gift between September 2024 and August 2025 and your gift is not listed 

or is listed incorrectly, please contact Aria Duax in the UEC’s Development O�ce at 414-626-8569.
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• Margarete and David Harvey Fund

• Ho�man Family Fund

• Susan and Howard Hopwood Fund

• JPG Fund

• Kopmeier Family Fund

• Mainman Family Fund

• MW Fund

• Asher and Susan Nichols Family Fund
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• Annette J. Roberts and Joan R       Robertson Fund for World Peace,       World Law and Peace Education

• Stalheim Family Fund
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Susan and Howard Hopwood
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Nina Hossa

Catherine Howley

Judith Huf and James Roth

James Huston and Theresa Miller

Dona Hutson and Robert Koebert

Erik Islo

John T. & Suzanne S. Jacobus       Family Foundation

Heidi Ja�ee

Je� and Karen Jensen

Kristine Jensen

Jewish Community Foundation, Inc.

• Anonymous (1)

• Eileen & Howard Dubner        Donor Advised Fund

• Danni and Shel Gendelman        Memorial Endowment

• Leslie Grinker Donor Advised Fund

• Sharon and Mike Grinker        Donor Advised Fund

• Kevin Mackey and Susan LeVine

Marilyn W. John

Chad Johnson and Becky Gahart

Gwen Johnson

Judy Jones

Gregg and Sheila Jozwik

Shane and Marie Judd
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Tom and Amy Junker
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Kathryn and Matt Kamm
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Mary and Ted Kellner
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Samreen Khan
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Christopher and Joan King
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David Klehm and Carol Kraft
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Mr. Timothy Klos
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Kathy Krause

John and Susan Krezoski
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Eric Larson and Susan Lewis

Jennifer and Je� Larson

Mike and Sara Larson

Norm and Judy Lasca

Laskin Family Foundation

Ken Leinbach
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Sally Lewis and Kathleen Rivera

Martin and Toni Liddy

Stephen Lied

David and Mary Ann Lillich

Richard and Meredith Lincoln

Diane Lindsley

Mary and Guy Lord
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Lucia Loza Galezewski and Nick Galezewski
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Vince Martin
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Michelle and Chris McArdle

John McCarthy

Antoine and Jade McDu�e

David McIntosh

Jonathan McKey

Cassie and Tom Medved

Meier Family Foundation

Heidi and Russ Meier

Michael Migliano



Penny Cruse

Mike Du�ey

Matt Flower

Emily Helm

Michael Jacobus

Ron Tshombe Johnson

Robert Kollmeyer

Liz Levins and Herb Zien (2)

Jamie Rittenhouse

Liam T. Ryan

Pam Scesniak

Tim Vargo

Eliza Woods

Wonder Walk Inspiration: Community

As you walk through a familiar place ask “What 
will help shape the future of this place? What 

might that future look like?”
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Fred Olson
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Justin Parker
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Dr. Robert Pavlik

Kate Pawasarat

Peck Foundation, Milwaukee LTD
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Dave Radtke
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Linda and Bill Reid
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Matthew and Marianne Robbins
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Sue and Jerry Ryack
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Philip Schultz and Melissa Mooney
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Michael Schultz
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Carolyn and Jay Scott

Judy and Bob Scott

Brittain Sellers

Jan Serr and John Shannon

Kevin and Melinda Shanklin
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Matthew and Joretta Shinners

Christina and Herb Shoemaker

Daniel Shovers

Joanne Silko

Rebecca and Bradley Simenz

Je� Sippel

Lyn Slater

Robert Smith and Sarah McEneany

Rebecca Solberg

Richard and Ann Spalding

Carolyn and Timothy Spath

James and Christine Speaker           Family Foundation

Joan Spector

Gillian Spence

Je� and Jana Spence

Dick and Nancy Spransy

Kevin Stalheim

Peter and Erin Stanek

A.J. Star

Gary Steinhafel and Jocelyn Servick

Sue Steinkraus and Kevin Brown

Tyler and Sherry Steward

Jack Stewart

Sheilah and Bob Stewart

Jane Stoltz

Victoria and Timothy Strattner

Pat Suminski

Terri Sundberg

Charlotte and Derek Supple

Barb and Jim Svarz

Marilyn and Tom Swiontek

Kris Szatmary and Dan Glass
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Margaret and Jack Tagliavia

Jenny Tarkowski

Anna Teerlink
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The Thielke Family

Catherine Thisted

Gabriel and Gwen Thomson

Jillian and William Tobin

Anne and Joe Tolan

Joanne Toman

David and Joan Totten

Barbara & John Trimble        Family Foundation, Inc.

Turner-Miller Family Charitable Fund

Janell Turowski and Andy Gorzalski

David and Julia Uihlein

Bryce and Beth Unger

Mike and Katie Utschig

Michael Utzinger

Emily Van Dunk and Erik Lee

Paul Vandeveld

Andrew and Lisa Vedder

Ellen Velie
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Louis Wahl IV and Megan Wahl

Jane Waldbaum

Dr. Roberta S. Wallace and Robert Alamillo

Jerome Weis

Susan Weistrop

Josiah and Kate Werning

Thomas Whalen

Patty and Kevin Whaley

Bruce and Theresa Wiggins
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George Wise

Lee and Carol Wolcott

Sharon Wolf

Stuart Wong and Elizabeth Gore

Joshua and Jenny Wright

Natalie Wright and Alexander Mann

Chris and Michelle Young

John and Mary Young

Diane Yurasovich

Mark and Evonne Zalewski

Trudy Zauner

Corey Zetts and Benji Timm GIFTS IN HONOR
Gifts given September 2024-August 2025 in honor of an individual.

Every e�ort was made to ensure that this list of donors is accurate. If you made a gift between September 2024 and August 2025 and your gift is not 

listed or is listed incorrectly, please contact Aria Duax in the UEC’s Development O�ce at 414-626-8569.

GIFTS IN MEMORY
Gifts given September 2024-August 2025 in memory of an individual.

Else Ankel

Amy Bond Frutz

Jean Casper

Chuck Cruse

Patricia Gorenc

Michael Jacobus

Audrey Keyes (4)

Geno Pichette

Frank and Lucille Puncer

Pamela Scesniak

Robert O. Schlytter, Marion C. Schlytter,        and Robert B. Schlytter

Gigi Mestier Short

Anne Spransy

Orchard Utzinger

When you include the Urban Ecology Center as a bene�ciary in your will, living trust, insurance, or retirement plan, you 

help ensure that the UEC’s mission and your values continue into the future. We are pleased to recognize the following 

Legacy Society members who have made a lifetime commitment to the Urban Ecology Center. 

LEGACY SOCIETY

Anonymous (3)

Nancy Aten and Dan Collins

JoAnn Bachar

Andrew Bochman and  
 
    Tracy Staedter

Cheri and Tom Briscoe

Penny Cruse

Kathryn Dunn

Dave Glenn

Kat Grinker

Sara Grotenrath and James Pech

Jean Gurney

Margarete and David Harvey

Myrna Hollander

Karon Ki�el

Regina Miller and Karen Molitor

Erik and Carol Moeser

Steve Morse and Jane Waldbaum

Patricia H. Mueller

Charla Reetz

Patricia Santilli

Jim Schleif and Bill Morley

Patrick Small

Dick and Nancy Spransy

Chris von Briesen

Bruce and Theresa Wiggins

Jean Zachariasen

We are honored and grateful to have received 

legacy gi�s from the following individuals this 

year. �eir generosity will have a lasting impact on 

our community and the natural world.

Ann G. Pier 

Janine Arseneau 

Roslynne Ost 

Ron Gutschow

Interested in becoming  
a Legacy Society Member?  

Please contact Gillian Spence at 
 gspence@urbanecologycenter.org or  

414-626-8554 for more details.

Or scan the QR code  

to learn more 



JOIN THE FUN! VIEW OUR FULL PROGRAM & EVENTS CALENDAR ONLINE

Menomonee Valley

3700 W. Pierce Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53215 
(414) 431-2940

Riverside Park

1500 E. Park Place 
Milwaukee, WI 53211 
(414) 964-8505

April 20-25, 2026

All three UEC branches

2026

Join us for Milwaukee 

Riverkeeper’s annual spring 

clean up on April 25th to �nish 

o� Earth Week!

June 26, 2026

Riverside Park

Think sunny thoughts! Save 

the date for our annual gala - a 

unique event to celebrate and 

raise funds for the  

Urban Ecology Center!

February 21, 2026

Menomonee Valley

Cure your winter blues with a 

hike on the Hank Aaron State Trail, 

complete with over 500 candles 

and fun activities along the way!

5:30 - 8pm | Free Event

U R B A N E C O L O G Y C E N T E R . O R G

You can connect more people 
in cities to nature and each other.
Volunteer. Give. Participate.

Learn more at www.urbanecologycenter.org

Washington Park

1859 N 40 St 
Milwaukee, WI 53208
(414) 344-5460


