Anyone who’s ever read the Old Testament knows how overwhelming it can be. It’s
almost impossible to keep up with the 613 laws it contains! In addition to laws like the
Ten Commandments, you have laws about fabrics, laws about sacrifices, laws about
foods, and laws about worship. The sheer number of commands makes one thing
clear—there’s no way we can do this on our own! Cataloguing the laws would be hard
enough. Keeping them is another matter entirely. The more we read the Law, the more
humble we should be.

Unfortunately, the Pharisees in Jesus’ day saw the Law more as a cause for pride. After
all, they had kept all of God’s commands (well, at least on their scorecard). In fact, their
traditions and rituals ensured their absolute purity. It’s estimated that the Pharisees
added over 1,500 codes and qualifications to the Law. But, in focusing on the quantity of
the laws, they had missed out on the qualities those laws were trying to cultivate. They
offered the right sacrifices, but they did it with the wrong kind of heart.

Luke 11 tells us of a time when Jesus confronted pride directly. What they practiced
wasn'’t piety; it was posturing. The things they thought were drawing them closer to God
were actually pushing them away from Him. That’s because pride divides. It separates
us from one another as we try to make ourselves look better, and it separates us from
God by convincing us we don’t need Him. If we think we have everything, why would we
reach for Him? At Southeast, MOVE calls us to humility—to worship with dependence,
to serve with open hands, to give with surrender, and to go with grace. When we let go
of pride, we create space for God to move in us and through us. The real question is, are
we willing to move aside so He can move in?
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PERSONAL REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Read Luke 11:37-54. How did Jesus confront the Pharisees in this passage? What
warning can we take away from His strong words here?

What are some of the things in life you are proud of? How might those things
give you an opportunity to practice humility?

Have you ever known anyone who was truly humble? What characteristics
stick out when you think of that person?

How does recognizing our need for a Savior create humility within us? In what
ways does our need for grace help us practice humility?

Read Philippians 2:3-11. How does Jesus serve as the ultimate example of
humility? What would it look like for you to live out His example in your day-
to-day life?

What would it look like for you to move with Jesus today? Is there a step of
humility you’ve been hesitating to take?

Check Out This

LUKE 11:37-54 Week’s Video

/]

WEEK 3




GROUPS CURRICULUM // WEEK 3

GROUP REFLECTION QUESTIONS

| Getting Started

What’s something silly that people take pride in?

. Why do you think pride is easier to see in others than in ourselves?

. What’s the difference between healthy confidence and destructive pride?

. How might pride keep someone from being fully engaged with Jesus and the church?

| Digging In
In Luke 11:39-40, how does Jesus expose the Pharisees’ pride?

Read Proverbs 16:18. How does pride set us up for failure?

How can pride cause division or disengagement in a church community?

. Why do prideful people often resist feedback or correction?

How is pursuing God’s glory different from seeking recognition for ourselves?

. How might pride keep someone from serving in unseen or humble roles?

What does this passage show us about God’s concern for the heart over appearances?

. What practices cultivate humility, and how could a spirit of humility strengthen

Southeast’s mission?

| Opening Up

Where are you tempted to rely on pride or be distracted by good
things instead of depending on God’s heart?

Has pride ever kept you from asking for help in your faith journey?
How has pride held you back from being 100% engaged at Southeast?
. What steps could you take to cultivate humility in your daily walk?

How can this group help one another stay humble and teachable?
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TRUTH TO MEMORIZE

“And He gives grace generously.
As the Scriptures say, ‘God
opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.’”

JAMES 4:6 NLT

QUOTABLE

“As long as you are proud, you
cannot know God. A proud
man is always looking down
on things and people; and,
of course, as long as you are
looking down, you cannot see
something that is above you.”

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

EXPLORE
FURTHER
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