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Main idea: To explore the concept of courage and boldness in the face of opposition, emphasizing the importance of being unashamed of our faith and the need to stand firm in our convictions.
Topic: Standing up for Jesus


One suggestion to continue moving forward with your sermon on standing up for Jesus is to explore the concept of courage and boldness in the face of opposition. You can emphasize the importance of being unashamed of our faith and the need to stand firm in our convictions.

Scripture passages that can support this idea include:

1. Romans 1:16 - "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile." This verse highlights the need to be unashamed of the gospel and its transformative power.

2. Acts 4:13 - "When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus." This passage showcases the courage and boldness of Peter and John in proclaiming the name of Jesus, despite their lack of formal education.

To reinforce your current ideas, you can add practical suggestions such as:

1. Encouraging your listeners to pray for boldness and courage in their daily lives.

2. Providing examples from biblical characters who stood up for their faith, such as Daniel in the lion's den or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace.

3. Highlighting the importance of community and accountability in standing up for Jesus, as we can draw strength from fellow believers.

Regarding language suggestions from the original languages, you can explore the Greek word "parresia," which means boldness or confidence in speaking. This word is used in various passages, such as Acts 4:29-31, where the disciples prayed for boldness in proclaiming the word of God.

Additionally, you can consider incorporating other relevant verses that support your point, such as:

1. Matthew 10:32-33 - "Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven." This verse emphasizes the importance of standing up for Jesus and not being ashamed of our faith.

2. 1 Peter 3:15 - "But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect." This passage encourages believers to be ready to defend their faith with gentleness and respect.

Remember to tailor these suggestions to fit your sermon's flow and the needs of your audience.
