
Relying on God's Strength in Times of

Weakness

2 Corinthians 12:8-10

Main idea: To encourage believers to rely on God's strength when they feel weak and

to understand that God's power is made perfect in our weakness.

Topic: God's Strength

Scripture Verses to Support the Sermon Topic:

1. Isaiah 40:29 - "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak."

This verse emphasizes God's ability to provide strength to those who are weak and

weary, further reinforcing the theme of relying on God's strength.

2. Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all this through him who gives me strength."

This verse highlights the idea that believers can accomplish anything through the

strength that God provides.

3. Psalm 73:26 - "My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart

and my portion forever."

This verse acknowledges human weakness but affirms that God is the ultimate

source of strength and sustenance.

Language Suggestions from Original Scriptures:



1. In 2 Corinthians 12:9, the word "grace" (charis) can be emphasized to convey the idea

that God's strength is freely given and unmerited.

2. The word "power" (dunamis) in 2 Corinthians 12:9 can be explored further to

highlight God's supernatural ability to work in our weakness.

3. The phrase "made perfect in weakness" in 2 Corinthians 12:9 can be explained by

examining the Greek word for "perfect" (teleioō), which implies completion or

fulfillment.

Other Relevant Scripture Passages:

1. Ephesians 6:10 - "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power."

This verse encourages believers to find their strength in God's power rather than

relying on their own abilities.

2. Psalm 18:32 - "It is God who arms me with strength and keeps my way secure."

This passage emphasizes God's role in equipping us with strength and guiding our

paths.

3. Isaiah 41:10 - "So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your

God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right

hand."

This verse reassures believers of God's presence and promise to provide strength

and support in times of weakness.

Practical Suggestions for Reinforcing Current Ideas:



1. Share examples from biblical narratives where individuals faced weakness but

found strength in God's power (e.g., David and Goliath, Moses leading the Israelites).

2. Provide practical steps or strategies for listeners to rely on God's strength in their

daily lives, such as prayer, seeking guidance from Scripture, and leaning on the

support of fellow believers.

3. Incorporate testimonies or stories from other believers who have experienced

God's strength in their own weaknesses, demonstrating the relevance and application

of the sermon's message.

Remember to weave these additional ideas and Scripture passages seamlessly into

your existing sermon outline, ensuring they support and reinforce the central theme of

relying on God's strength in times of weakness.


