[bookmark: _vcmioxeqxhg1]The Power of Hope and Faith
[bookmark: _7pxixeckdkcj]Any
Main idea: To encourage the audience to maintain hope and faith during difficult times, trust in God's timing, and persevere in their struggles.
Topic: Struggles, Illness, Waiting so Long


Suggestions for moving forward with your sermon:

1. Emphasize the power of hope and faith: Expand on the struggles and waiting that your audience may be experiencing, and highlight the importance of maintaining hope and faith during difficult times. 

Scripture: Romans 8:25 - "But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently."

2. Explore the concept of God's timing: Discuss how God's timing is often different from our own, and how waiting can be a test of our trust in Him. 

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:11 - "He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end."

3. Address the topic of healing and restoration: Talk about how struggles and illness can lead to personal growth and spiritual transformation, ultimately bringing about healing and restoration.

Scripture: James 5:15 - "And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven."

4. Discuss the importance of perseverance: Encourage your audience to persevere in their struggles, reminding them that God is with them every step of the way.

Scripture: Hebrews 10:36 - "You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised."

Language suggestions from original languages:

- In Romans 8:25, the Greek word for "hope" is "elpis," which conveys a confident expectation and trust in God's promises. Highlight this meaning to reinforce the importance of unwavering hope.

- In Ecclesiastes 3:11, the Hebrew word for "beautiful" is "yapheh," which also carries the connotation of being appropriate or fitting. Use this to emphasize that God's timing is perfect and fitting for each situation.

- In James 5:15, the Greek word for "prayer" is "euche," which refers to a specific and earnest prayer. Encourage your audience to offer heartfelt and sincere prayers for healing.

Additional Scripture passages:

- Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord." This verse reinforces the theme of waiting and trusting in God's timing.

- Isaiah 40:31 - "But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." This passage speaks to the strength and endurance that comes from placing our hope in God.

Remember to weave these additional ideas, Scripture passages, and language suggestions into your sermon to reinforce your current points and provide a deeper understanding for your listeners.
