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AGENDA

– Inventor/author data 

– First level data

– Database standardization?

– Patent family databases

– ORCID information

– Search considerations



© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.3

– Patent authority dependent

– Different forms to fill out?

– Database dependent

– Standardization vs first level data 

– Patent family databases

– Multiple sources

– Deduplication

– Always check STN Database summary sheets to see available fields

Inventor/author data considerations- patents
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– Different forms to fill out

– Do all forms ask for a middle name? Jr? III?

– Amount of address information?

Patent authority dependent
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Inventor/author data
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PN, IN, INO and INA fields in DWPI
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PN IN INS INA fields in INPAFAMDB

Notice lack of INA data
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PN and IN fields in PCTFULL
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PN and IN fields in USPATFULL
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– EXPAND, EXPAND EXPAND!

– Test all name variations

– E Last name First initial

– E Last name First name

– If a name is ambiguous (i.e., not sure which name is the surname), EXPAND both ways

– E JOHN W/AU

– E JOHN WAYNE/AU

– E WAYNE J/AU

– E WAYNE JOHN/AU

Inventor/author data search
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– CAplus, DWPI, INPADOCDB/INPAFAMDB, ReaxysFileBib

– Data from different patenting authorities

– Different amounts, different formats

– Deduplication is for exact matches. If the inventor’s name is not identical in 

multiple documents in the same patent family, it will not be deduplicated

Patent family databases
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– Two different search fields

– /IN – finds patent family records only

– /AU – finds patent family records and non-patent literature records

– To find non-patent literature records, search /AU field and then NOT out P/DT

– /AU AND /IN ARE NOT SYNONYMS IN CAPLUS OR REAXYSFILEBIB!

Inventor/author data search in CAplus
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CAplus database summary sheet
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Inventor/author data search – non-patent literature in CAplus
Inventor is Michael Andrew Johnson
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Inventor/author data search – non-patent literature in CAplus
Inventor is Michael Andrew Johnson
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– Two different search fields for inventor names

– IN – The Derwent collated and deduplicated inventor information

– Standardized to Derwent specifications – Last name, first initial, middle initial?, etc.?

– INO – Original inventor information – Name as it appears on the face of the document(s)

– Additional fields for possible address information

– Derwent covers over 60 patenting authorities, but not every authority includes INO 

information

– For a complete list of first level data in DWPI, go to Derwent World Patents Index – CAS 

STNext. At the bottom of the page, click on 2_Summary Table DWPI -2022.xlsx under the 

Attachments banner

DWPI Inventor/author data

https://cas-stnext.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/32620624045453-Derwent-World-Patents-Index
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DWPI database summary sheet
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DWPI database summary sheet

Note: Not all patenting authorities include first level data in DWPI.
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INPAFAMDB database summary sheet
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ReaxysFileBib database summary sheet

/AU will capture patent family 

records and non-patent literature 

records. /IN will capture only patent 

family records.
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ReaxysFileBib search example
Inventor is Michael Andrew Johnson

For a complete name search, also 

EXPAND around Johnson Michael 

in the /AU field.
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ReaxysFileBib search example
Inventor is Michael Andrew Johnson

S L2 AND L1  shows all patent 

family records (in addition to non-

patent literature records) are 

captured with an /AU search.

S L1 NOT L2  are the non-patent 

literature records captured with an 

/AU search.
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– Unique persistent identifier for individuals to use as they engage in research, 

scholarship, and innovation articles*

– Available in four databases on STNext

– Compendex

– Embase

– Medline

– Toxcenter

– Search in AUID field

– Not a comprehensive search by itself

 *https://orcid.org

ORCID information
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ORCID information example - COMPENDEX
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ORCID information example
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ORCID information example - COMPENDEX

S L1 AND L2  shows that all 

records with the ORCID had the 

author name of BARAN PHIL S.

S L2 NOT L1  finds all records that 

have BARAN PHIL S  listed as an 

author but does not have the 

ORCID.
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ORCID information example - COMPENDEX
• Phil S. Baran has the same corporate affiliation in 

this record as the previous record, so it is probably 

the same person.
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– Database dependent

– Inventor address

– Inventor assignee/author affiliation

– Consider using professional network like LinkedIn to follow career

– Also consider assignee name changes, mergers, etc.

– Area of technology

– Keyword search, classifications, indexing

– Remember comprehensiveness (or lack thereof) of each field added to search strategy

Search considerations
Other tools to focus inventor search  
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Summary

– Inventor/author searching requires skill and 

patience

– Raw data, amount, possible standardization

– EXPAND around name variations to see 

database possibilities

– Multiple fields, different search qualifiers

– ORCID information

– Consider other concepts to link to inventor to 

focus search

– Searching for inventors in citation and patent 

assignee fields
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Thank you

Jim Brown

Senior Product Specialist IP

jim.brown@fiz-k.com

CONTACT
CAS

help@cas.org

cas.org

EMEA Help

EMEAhelp@cas.org
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