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- Typical workflow of a multi-file company name

- Tipps and Tricks

- How to add the final touch

- US reassignments

- Inventor search

AGENDA
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– Keep track of your competitor’s specific patenting activities 

– Assess the value of a company’s IP portfolio in due diligences

– Review IP Landscape for potential collaborations

– Identify relevant competitor’s patents of a particular technology 

to analyze white spots, mitigate infringements, evaluate potential 

licensing 

Patent Assignee Search



© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.4

Typical company name search fields in STNext main patent databases

Available Patent Search Fields

−Patent assignee    /PA

−Patent Assignee Code   /PACO

−Company     /CO

−Ultimate owner    /UO

−Agent     /AG

−Inventor     /IN

Not all fields are available in all databases.

=> S ZOETIS/PA

=> S ZOET-C/PACO

=> S ZOETIS INC/CO

Search field

=> S ZOETIS/UO

=> S BERGERON L M/IN

=> S ZOETIS/AG
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Identify all patents of Zoetis, a spin-off from Pfizer, working in 

the area of veterinary medicine. 

USE CASE
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- Start in DWPI

- Proceed in HCAPLUS

- Extend to INPAFAM

USE CASE

=> S ZOETIS/PA L1

=> S ZOET-C/PACO    L2

=> S (ABAXIS OR ADIVO OR BASEPAWS OR EMBREX 

OR NEXVET OR PHARMAQ OR SCANDINAVIAN MICRO 

BIODEVICES OR SMARTBOW)/PA   L3

=> S ZOETIS/AG     L4

=> S L1 or L2 or L3 or L4    L5

L5        609 L1 OR L2 OR L3 OR L4
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Ultimate Owner

Identification of the Current Owner of a Patent

- Company name changes, mergers, acquisitions can often complicate an organization-based IP search

- Ultimate owner shows the latest owner of IP rights

- Added to several patent fulltext and CAS files, e.g.: CAPLUS, INPA*, USPATFULL, PCTFULL, EPFULL

/UO  Ultimate owner 

/UOS  Ultimate owner standardized

- Data obtained from PatentSight through their manual and algorithmic curation of IP ownership and M&A 

analysis

• Significant effort to reduce spelling errors and further standardization

• Does not provide historical changes or date of transfer of IP rights

• Updated weekly

- Available to all STN users
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- Start in DWPI

- Proceed in HCAPLUS

- Extend to INPAFAM

USE CASE

=> S ZOETIS/PA L6

=> S (ABAXIS OR ADIVO OR ALPHARMA OR BASEPAWS 

OR EMBREX OR JUROX OR PETMEDIX OR 

PHARMAQ…)/PA*    L7

=> S ZOETIS/UO     L10

=> S L6 or L7 or L10    L11

L11        831 L6 OR L7 OR L10

* Not all included
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- Changes of owner, inventor, applicant (CHG) or of

representative (REP) are defined legal events in INPADOC/FAM 

in /LSC2

- The new owner of the patent is documented in the field

legal status patent assignee /LSPA

Reassignments in INPAFAM

Adding Comprehensiveness… 
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- Start in DWPI

- Proceed in HCAPLUS

- Extend to INPAFAM

USE CASE

=> S ZOETIS/PA L12

=> S ZOETIS/PAS L13

=> S ZOETIS/UO     L14

=> S ZOETIS/LSPA    L15

=> S L12 or L13 or L14 or L15   L16

L16        969 L12 OR L13 OR L14 or L15

In INPAFAM the Super Search Field /PASS can be utilized 

instead of /PA,PAS,UO,UOS,LSPA
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USE CASE

L5          609 L1 OR L2 OR L3 OR L4

L11        831 L6 OR L7 OR L10

L16        969 L12 OR L13 OR L14 

=> DUP IDE L5 L11 L16   L17

=> FSORT L17    L18

   (= 1047 inventions)

=> D PFAM=1- 1

=> ANA L17 PNK 1-    L19

=> D L19 DELIM

- Start in DWPI

- Proceed in HCAPLUS

- Extend to INPAFAM

- Optional: 

- refinement in each file

- Combine answer set + deduplicate

- Extract PNs



© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.12

USE CASE

L5          609 L1 OR L2 OR L3 OR L4

L11        831 L6 OR L7 OR L10

L16        969 L12 OR L13 OR L14 

=> DUP IDE L5 L11 L16   L17

=> FSORT L17    L18

   (= 1047 inventions)

=> D PFAM=1- 1

=> ANA L17 PNK 1-    L19

=> D L19 DELIM

- Start in DWPI

- Proceed in HCAPLUS

- Extend to INPAFAM

- Optional: 

- refinement in each file

- Combine answer set + deduplicate

- Extract PNs



© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.13

…for searching company information

Tipps and Tricks

- Search unique company names from company thesauri in field /PA

Procter and Gamble Procter & Gamble The Procter Gamble Company USA P&G

- Patent assignee /PA: 

- Expand first!

- (s)-proximity→ will find all versions of Procter Gamble

- Ultimate owner /UO: 

- (w)-proximity → will find „(The) Procter Gamble“ 

and „Procter & Gamble“

=> S Procter Gamble/PA

= S Procter(s)Gamble/PA

=> S Procter Gamble/UO

= S Procter(w)Gamble/UO
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/PAS, PAN Patent assignee standardized, normalized

/PASS  Super search field Patent Assignee, database-specific

/PAO  Patent assignee original

How about patent full-text files?

→ Include them when timeliness or particular countries (e.g. IN) are important 

Additional company name search fields in STNext

Adding Comprehensiveness…

Search field
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- In US, companies are oftentimes not listed on the patent 

application

- The Probable Patent Assignee field /PPA assumes a US 

patent assignee (US assignment file IFICLS, from other

documents within the patent family)

/PPA in IFIALL

Adding Comprehensiveness for US patents

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.
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− In the US, many patents are filed in the name of the 

inventor and afterwards transferred to a company

− Two search options:

−Legal status patent assignee in INPAFAM  /LSPA

−Reassignment company in IFICLS   /RAC

Transfer of IP ownership after filing 

US Reassignments

Search field
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− In the US, many patents are filed in the name of the 

inventor and afterwards transferred to a company

− Two search options:

−Legal status patent assignee in INPAFAM  /LSPA

−Reassignment company in IFICLS   /RAC

− Search reassigned patents of a company in INPAFAM 

(/PA, /UO, /LSPA), maybe add a /PPA-search in IFIALL

− Review details of reassignment in INPAFAM and IFICLS

Transfer of IP ownership after filing 

US Reassignments

Search field

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.
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– To hide their corporate identity in patents, inventions are often

only filed in the name of an inventor

→ Identify principal scientists, CEOs, research directors/ 

managers, check press releases

→ Use /IN or /INO fields

– Restrict further by keyword, MC, IPC codes, …

– Check inventor‘s address in full-text file

for searching smaller companies

Inventor Search

Name formats are database-specific: surnames are initials (e.g. DWPI) or written out first 

names (e.g. CAplus). 

→ Better EXPAND the name index before searching

DWPI:
=> S SMITH J/IN

=> S SMITH(S)JONATHAN/INO
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– Adress your search from different angles.

– The company/PACO thesauri in CAplus and DWPI are good

starting points for comprehensive patent assignee searches. 

– Further relevant patents are added by including the current

ownership as a search feature (/UO, /LSPA etc.)

– Utilizing all three major patent databases ensures a reliable set

of answers and provides valuable options for refinement.

– Detailed US reassignment information can be found in the

IFICLS database. 

Patent Assignee Search 

Summary



Glossary of Competitor Search Fields
/AG Agent = legal representative DWPI, selected full-text files

/CO Company name (thesaurus) CAplus

/IN Inventor All patent files

/INO Inventor original DWPI

/LSPA Legal status patent assignee = Patent assignee according

to a specific legal event

INPADOC/FAM

/PA Patent assignee All patent files

/PACO Patent assignee code (thesaurus) DWPI

/PAO Patent assignee original DWPI, USPATFULL/USPAT2

/PAS (/PAN) Patent assignee standardized (normalized) INPADOC, (selected) full-text files

/PASS Super search field Patent assignee, file-specific INPADOC/FAM, selected full-text files

/PPA Problable patent assignee = assumed PA for US patents IFIALL

/RAC Reassignment company = patent assignee after change of

ownership for US patents

IFICLS

/UO(S) Ultimate owner (standardized) = current owner of a patent CAplus, INPADOC/FAM, full-text files
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Thank you

Dr. Larissa Bergmann

Product Specialist IP

CONTACT
EMEAhelp@cas.org

cas.org 
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