
STUDENT SUCCESS

Pen to Power:
Fostering Student Voice and Personal Growth Through Writing

Dr. Simyka Carlton- MNPS

More Than a Break:
The Schoolwide Power of MNPS Advocacy Centers

Sarah Cermak & Courtney Jenkins- MNPS

Promoting Positive Behavior in Students at Risk
for EBD Using Class-Wide Fit

Joseph Wehby, Jennifer Zimdahl & Katherine Carpenter- Vanderbilt University

Teaching Outside the Lines: Integrating the Outdoors for SEL
Dr. R. Scott Lee- The Thoughtful Teacher Podcast

Fun with Tier 1: Engagement Strategies for Whole Group Instruction
Marshall Nagy- QuaverEd

Level Up with Canva AI for Student Success
Ashmi Sinha & Veronica Dougherty- MNPS

Character Connection at Carter Lawrence Elementary
Amy Drewry & Damon Hayes- MNPS

Integrating Students with Mild Autism into the
General Education Class

David Crnobori- MNPS



FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Empowered to Connect:
Equipping Educators with the Resources

Every Family in Need Deserves
Dr. Dornedria Joseph- MNPS

Strengthening Families through Partner Engagement
for Student Success

Dr. Yolanda Jackson & Kashonda Babb-Hillard- MNPS

From Adversity to Hope: ACEs and PCEs
Kylan Hadley- Metro Public Health Department

Strength-Based Approaches to Engaging Families
Calley Crews, MA, A-LPC, MHSP- Caron Treatment Center

The Choose Love Formula in Action:
Evidence-Based Tools for Safe and Positive Schools

Scarlett Lewis- Jesse Lewis Choose Love Movement

Culturally Responsive Family Engagement within the
Dual Capacity Framework

Kathryn Addison and Maria Heerdt- MNPS

The Birth-to-Five Advantage:
How Parent Engagement Builds the Foundation

for Third Grade Success
Dr. Mercedes Ford-Miller- MNPS



ADULT WELLNESS

The Conditions to Thrive:
What We Create for One, We Create for All

Ashford R. Hughes, Sr.- MNPS

Health & Wellness Services for MNPS Employees
Johnsie Holt- MNPS

Mindfulness: The Power of Positivity
John Doerge & Zoe Quinlan- Deloitte

Practical and Impactful Strategies for Cultivating a Culture of Care
with the Adults in your School

Sarah Stuart & Bridget Riley- Facing History & Ourselves

Building Shared Wellness Values
Across Schools and Communities

Robert Robinson- Alignment Nashville & Shannon Key- MNPS
on behalf of the Youth Health Collaborative

Leadership and Life Lessons of Ted Lasso
Brian Lowenthal- Mindset 4 Success, LLC

Strong Culture, Strong Outcomes:
How Tier 1 Shapes Student Engagement and Staff Morale

Ian Lincoln & Sarah Shuster- MNPS

The Wellness Shift: Actionable Strategies
for Student Engagement and Staff Wellness

Melissa Gordon, Dr. Linda Mason & Monica Gizzard- MNPS



STUDENT BELONGING

From Needs to Readiness:
Meeting Students Where They Are With Behavior

Amy Kraus- MNPS

MNPS for HER Girl Talk Series: Session 2
Foundation for Her Future, 

Building Protective Factors in Adolescent Girls
Shannon Key, Catherine Sakarapanee, & Student Representatives- MNPS

They Are Not Invisible:
Building Powerful School Connections for Fostered and Adopted Boys

Dr. Adam Anthony- EmpowerMENt by Dr. Adam Anthony

Peer-Mediated Check-in, Check-out: Who Benefits?
Lauren Michels, Emily Baran & Jessica Heacock- MNPS

The Ripple Effect: How Educator Mindset Influences
Classroom Culture and Student Belonging

Stacey Hodges- Touchstone Youth Resource Services, Inc. 

Amplifying Student Voice Through Storytelling:
Building School Culture with Music City High

Franklin Willis, MNPS

Simple Activities, Strategies & Books to Create a Common Language
Bruce Coberly- Moore Elementary School FSSD

Transformative Teacher Dialogue: Words I Wish My Teacher Said
Melissa Gordon & Student Representatives- MNPS

Becoming a Bridge Building Educator
Dr. Don Parker- DPCP Corporation



STUDENT BELONGING

From - Move Get Out of the Way,
To - Slow Down You Move Too Fast: Brain Heuristics

Eli Foster- MNPS

Student Voice: A Scalable Model for Belonging,
Engagement, and Academic Growth
Starr Rhee- Nashville Urban Debate League

Developmentally Appropriate Behavior for Elementary Students
Emily Baran- MNPS

Beyond the Surface:
Leveraging the 3 Levels of Culture for Student Well-Being

Dr. Joy Guss- MNPS

Every Word Counts: Buliding Belonging Through Teacher Language
Lynn Lavender & Leah Dalrymple- MNPS

Designing for Belonging: Neuroaffirming Classroom Practices
That Support Every Learner

Margaret Proffitt- MNPS

More than Management:
Simple Ways to Build Stronger Student Connections

Diana Fisher- MNPS

Building Belonging Across Languages:
Practical Classroom Strategies Using Bilingual Stories

and Restorative Dialogue
Valerie Butron- Tumbao Bilingual Books


