Utlysning
Professor Katie Erikssons Minnespris

Ett erkdnnande av en nordisk forskare inom vardvetenskap
Utdelas av Nordic College of Caring Science Forskningsfond i samarbete med styrelsen for
foreningen Nordic College of Caring Science

Professor Katie Eriksson

Professor Katie Eriksson (1943-2019) var en av de framsta pionjarerna inom nordisk
vardvetenskap. Efter en snabb karriar som sjukskotare, halsovardare och sjukvardslarare
fortsatte hon sin akademiska bana och avlade 1982 filosofie doktorsexamen i pedagogik vid
Helsingfors universitet, Finland.

Under drygt tre decennier utférde Eriksson sitt livsverk vid Abo Akademi i Vasa. Hon kallades dit
1986, efter 12 ar som rektor for Helsingfors svenska sjukvardsinstitut, for att planera ett
utbildnings- och forskningsprogram i vardvetenskap, vilket aret darpa ledde till inrdttandet av en
institution for vardvetenskap. Ar 1992 utnamndes hon till professor, och under hennes ledning
utvecklades institutionen till ett ledande centrum som lockade studenter och forskare fran hela
Norden.

Erikssons forskning var i huvudsak grundvetenskaplig. Hon sag vardvetenskapen som en
autonom, humanvetenskaplig och professionsneutral disciplin och formulerade dess
ontologiska, epistemologiska och etiska grundantaganden. En central tanke i hennes syn pa
kunskapsbildning var att etik foregar ontologi — att manniskans vardighet och helighet ska pragla
hela forskningsprocessen.

Sprakets och begreppens betydelse var ocksa framtradande i Erikssons arbete. Hon utvecklade
en modell for systematisk begreppsanalys for att fordjupa och fortydliga vardvetenskapens
centrala begrepp. Genom sitt teoretiska arbete bidrog hon till att definiera vardandets kdrna och
ethos, dar caritas lyfts fram som vardandets grundmotiv. Att lindra lidande och tjana liv och
héalsa betraktade hon som vardandets yttersta mal.

Erikssons produktion omfattar dver 400 titlar — monografier, larobdcker, rapporter och
vetenskapliga artiklar — varav flera har 6versatts till finska, andra nordiska sprak, engelska, tyska
och aven punktskrift.

Hennes visionéra perspektiv pa kunskapsutveckling, utbildning och vardpraxis har haft ett
betydande genomslag inom forskning och klinik i Norden och bidragit till utvecklingen av halso-
och sjukvéarden.

Eriksson var lédnge en aktiv kraft inom Nordic College of Caring Science och utsags 2012 till
hedersmedlem. Genom Professor Katie Erikssons Minnespris vill NCCS och dess forskningsfond
(NCCSF) forvalta hennes arv och inspirera till fortsatt utveckling av vardvetenskapen i hennes
anda.

Syfte



Minnespriset har tva syften: att hedra minnet av Katie Eriksson och hennes avgbérande insatser
for vardvetenskapens utveckling, och att inspirera forskare genom att uppmarksamma
framstdende vetenskapliga bidrag inom vardvetenskap.

Priset delas ut vartannat ar och tilldelas en nordisk forskare vars arbete pa ett utmarkande satt
bidrar till kunskap om ett vardigt och respektfullt vardande av manniskan i olika livssituationer,
kontexter och kulturer. Sarskild vikt laggs vid forskning med relevans for halsa och lidande.

Med nordisk forskare avses en forskare verksam i, eller med tydlig forskningsanknytning till,
nagot av de nordiska landerna (Danmark, Finland, Island, Norge eller Sverige). Priset kan
tilldelas for ett samlat vetenskapligt bidrag eller for ett sarskilt betydelsefullt arbete som nyligen
publicerats eller slutforts.

Prisets utformning

Priset bestar av Professor Katie Erikssons Minnesdiplom samt 50 000 SEK i forskningsstod till
pristagarens fortsatta vardvetenskapliga arbete.

Darutover ingar ett ars kostnadsfritt medlemskap i NCCS och ett ars gratis abonnemang pa
Scandinavian Journal of Caring Sciences.

Nominering
NCCSF valkomnar nomineringar till priset.
Nomineringsratt har:

e tvd namngivna personer som gemensamt star bakom nomineringen. Personerna ska
vara medlemmar i NCCS.

Sjalvhominerade kandidater accepteras inte.
Styrelsemedlemmar i NCCS och ledamoter i NCCSF kan inte nomineras.

Nomineringsfrist:

Priset delas ut vartannat ar. Nomineringen ska vara NCCSF tillhanda senast den 1 mars det
aktuella utdelningsaret.

Nomineringsformulér finns pa NCCS webbplats under Forskningsfond:
https://www.nccsweb.nu/

Ifyllda formular skickas till:

Nordic College of Caring Science Forskningsfond
Att: styrelseordférande Linda Estman

E-post: linda.estman@uis.no


https://www.nccsweb.nu/

Call for Nominations

Professor Katie Eriksson Memorial Award

Recognizing a Nordic researcher in Caring Science

The award is presented by the Nordic College of Caring Science Research Fund (NCCSF), in
collaboration with the Board of the Nordic College of Caring Science (NCCS)

Professor Katie Eriksson (1943-2019) was one of the foremost pioneers of Nordic caring science.
After an early career as a nurse, public health nurse, and nursing educator, she continued into
academia and earned her PhD in Education at the University of Helsinki, Finland, in 1982.

For more than three decades, Eriksson carried out her life’s work at Abo Akademi University in
Vaasa. She was appointed there in 1986, after twelve years as principal of the Swedish School of
Nursing in Helsinki, to design an educational and research programme in caring science. The
following year this work led to the establishment of a dedicated Department of Caring Science.
In 1992, she was appointed professor, and under her leadership the department evolved into a
leading centre that attracted students and researchers from across the Nordic region.

Eriksson’s research was primarily foundational in character. She viewed caring science as an
autonomous, human-scientific, and profession-neutral discipline, and she articulated its
ontological, epistemological, and ethical assumptions. Central to her view of knowledge
formation was the idea that ethics precedes ontology. She believed that the dignity and sanctity
of the human being should permeate the entire research process.

Language and concepts also held a prominent place in Eriksson’s scholarship. She developed a
model for systematic concept analysis aimed at deepening and clarifying the discipline’s core
concepts. Through her theoretical contributions, she helped to define the essence and ethos of
caring, where caritas is highlighted as the fundamental motive. Alleviating suffering and serving
life and health were, for Eriksson, the ultimate aims of caring.

Her scholarly output comprises more than 400 works, monographs, textbooks, reports, and
scientific articles, several of which have been translated into Finnish, other Nordic languages,
English, German, and even Braille.

Eriksson’s visionary perspectives on knowledge development, education, and clinical practice
have had a substantial impact on both research and healthcare across the Nordic countries,
contributing significantly to the development of health and social care.

Eriksson was for many years an active contributor to the Nordic College of Caring Science and
was named an honorary member in 2012. Through the Professor Katie Eriksson Memorial Award,
NCCS and NCCSF seek to honour her legacy and inspire continued development of caring
science in her spirit.

Purpose

The Memorial Award has two purposes: to honour the memory of Katie Eriksson and her pivotal
contributions to the development of caring science, and to inspire researchers by recognizing
outstanding scholarly contributions within the field.

The award is presented every second year and is given to a Nordic researcher whose work
distinctively advances knowledge concerning dignified and respectful caring for human beings



in different life situations, contexts, and cultures. Emphasis is placed on research relevant to
health and suffering.

A Nordic researcher is defined as a researcher working in, or having a clear research affiliation
with, a Nordic country (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, or Sweden). The award may
recognize an entire body of scholarly work or a significant contribution that has recently been
published or completed.

Award Components

The award consists of the Professor Katie Eriksson Memorial Diploma and SEK 50,000 in
research support for the recipient’s continued scholarly work in caring science.

In addition, the award includes one year of complimentary membership in NCCS and a one-year
free subscription to the Scandinavian Journal of Caring Sciences.

Nomination
NCCSF welcomes nominations for the award.

Eligibility:
* Nominations must be submitted jointly by two named individuals, both of whom are members
of NCCS.

Self-nominations are not accepted.
Members of the NCCS Board and members of the NCCSF Board are not eligible for nomination.

Nomination deadline:
The award is granted every second year. Nominations must be received by NCCSF no later than
1 March of the relevant award year.

Nomination forms are available on the NCCS website under “Research Fund”:
https://www.nccsweb.nu/

Completed forms should be submitted to:

Nordic College of Caring Science Research Fund
Attn: Chair of the Board, Linda Estman

Email: linda.estman@uis.no


https://www.nccsweb.nu/

