
Procedure Masks vs. 
Surgical Masks

SURGICAL MASK

Surgical masks have ties so they can be 
adjusted for a more tailored fit. In medical 
settings, a surgical mask is used inside the 
operating room or in other sterile areas 
to protect the patient environment from 
contamination. For non-medical settings, 
surgical masks are a good alternative to 
procedure masks for users looking for a more 
snug feel. The customized fit can better 
prevent gaps along the face. The ties of the 
mask also remove pressure from behind the 
ears to help alleviate ear discomfort during 
prolonged use.

PROCEDURE MASK

Procedure masks have ear loops for easy 
donning and doffing which makes them 
a quick and convenient option for many 
types of users. A procedure mask is used 
to protect both the user and those around 
them from the transfer of respiratory 
secretions or other fluids and debris. They 
are typically worn when performing patient 
procedures, when patients are in isolation to 
protect them from potential contaminants, 
or for respiratory etiquette to help prevent 
the spread of germs when talking, coughing, 
or sneezing. 
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Specialty Surgical Tie Masks


