[Organization name]

[Project name]
Research into the Prevention of and Response to Project-related Sexual Exploitation and Abuse of Children 
Child Participation Information and Assent/Consent Form 
NOTE: This form can be used by GBV service providers recruited by the project to obtain consent/assent from adolescents participating in focus groups discussions if these are required by the project. It must be used in conjunction with the tool titled: Decision tree: When and How to Consult With Adolescents.
 [Organizations concerned] are working together to implement the [project name]. We would look to talk to adolescents in the area to understand risks that adolescents may face because of the project. 
Objective of the [project name]: [Insert 1-2 sentences summarizing project objectives]
.
Objective of the discussion today: 
Through discussion with a sample of adolescents we wish to improve our understanding of: 
(i) The forms of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA) risks that are or may be present for diverse adolescents as a result of the [project name].
(ii) The areas with a higher risk of SEA for children. 
(iii) Which children or groups of children are most at risk. 
(iv) The Services and actors (formal and informal) that children/adolescents will go to, to seek help on any issue.
(v) Strategies that children/adolescents and their families use to protect themselves.
(vi) Messages that children/adolescents would like to share with communities and service providers to prevent and respond to child SEA. 
What is harm to children? 

This discussion is about harm to children by all those who are working on the project. When we say harm to children by project workers we mean: 
We want to know about any actions done by those working on the project that:

· makes children or adolescents feel unsafe or scared; and/or, 
· hurts or injures children or adolescents in any way.
Where harm can be…

· seen or unseen, visible or not visible, 

· physical, emotional, or sexual. 
Examples include… 

· Bullying or humiliating children,
· Hitting or hurting children/adolescents,
· Touching children/adolescents,
· Taking photographs or video of children/adolescents,
· Engaging children in dangerous work (child labor), 

· Providing children with alcohol or drugs,
· Asking children to undress or show parts of their body, 
· Engaging in sexual relationships with children, and/or
· Exchange money, employment, goods or services for sexual favours from children.
· [Add any forms of child abuse or exploitation relevant to the context.]
Who are children: 

· Children are all persons 0-18 years old. 

· They may be of diverse ages, genders, with disabilities, have different racial or ethnic, economic, religious, political, or linguistic backgrounds and/or come from different locations. 

Why are we having this discussion? 
The [organizations concerned] are worried that sexual exploitation and abuse of children may happen when the project is implemented. This research has been organized to make sure that the way we carry out the project does not harm children/adolescents. 
What will the discussion be like?

We are organising a discussion with a group of adolescent children to understand risks they face and who they talk to get help when they are at risk. 
· We will tell a story and then ask questions to understand the views of children.   

· It will take 2 – 2.5 hours.
· There will be 6-8 children in the discussion. 

How will we make sure that you are safe when you are talking to us? 
It can be hard to talk about sexual exploitation and abuse. We want children to feel safe to share their stories and ideas. 

The only adults in the room with children will be the researchers who will listen and believe everything they talk about. The adults will not afterwards tell anyone else who told them the things they know.  The children’s views and stories will be anonymous and confidential – which means that their identity will be protected, so that no-one will know who has told us about their situation and thoughts. 

How will we use the information children share with us? 
We will write a short report about what the children told us. This will not give anyone’s names or ages. We will talk to the [organizations who will receive information] about what children told us, but we will not give anyone’s names or ages. We will not share the report with anyone else, this will stay with our team of experts who work to protect children. 
We will then try to…: 

· Prevent harm to children on the project, and, 

· Respond well if any harm does happen to children and/or their families 

We cannot promise that no harm will happen because we spoke to you. But we hope that the information you share with us will give us ideas that helps us to make the project safer. Your participation is very important to us.

Do children have to be part of this research?

No, each child has a right to say no to being part of the discussion. 

Children must give their informed assent and they must have permission from a parent / caregiver, which should be recorded by us through written consent from their parent/caregiver.

At all times during the session children and young people have the choice to participate (or not). If at any point a child is not happy, if they want to leave the room, or if they want to change something they have said they can do this. They just need to let the researchers know.

Why should children and young people agree to participate?

It is a chance to say what they think. Their views will be seriously listened to. We hope the meetings will be interesting and fun. They see and understand the world differently from adults. Certain things adolescents experience they do not tell their parents/caregivers or adults such as teacher and health workers. Their views and suggestions will help to protect children from harm.

If you have any other questions about the content of this form, please feel free to ask [insert name and phone number of contact person]. 

If you know of a child or adult who has been hurt or harmed in any way because of this project please contact [insert name and phone number of grievance mechanism operator]. 
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Informed Assent / Consent Form 
You have been suggested as a possible participant in a discussion which will take place at [insert name of venue and proposed date and time of the session]. This form asks for your written confirmation that you are happy to take part in this discussion. All the personal information (name, location) on this form will be held in a separate place from the notes from the meeting. It will be stored in safe place and not passed on to anyone else.
	Child/ Young Person’s Details: 

	Name:
	

	Gender (please tick):
	Male
	
	Female
	
	Other, please specify…
	
	Rather not say
	

	Year of birth: 
	

	Language spoken: 
	

	Parent/Guardian name:
	


Child or adolescent’s informed assent:
	I (child’s name) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                                                     

give my consent to participate in the group discussion.                                                                                                                    

	Signature / thumb print of young participant
	

	Place of signature to assent
	

	Date of signature (dd/mm/yy)
	


Parent, caregivers, or other legal guardian’s informed consent: 
	I (parent’s / caregiver’s / guardian’s name) ………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                                                     

give consent for my child (child’s name) …………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………                                                                                                                                                                     to participate in the group discussion.                                                                                                                    

	Signature / thumb print of parent / caregiver / guardian
	

	Place of signature to consent
	

	Date of signature (dd/mm/yy)
	


PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO (insert name of contact person) by (insert due date) [image: image1.png]
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This tool is a product of the CPC Learning Network and includes lessons learned while supporting the executing agencies of transport projects in Nepal and Bolivia to address risks of child sexual exploitation and abuse. The projects were financed by the World Bank. The content of this tool does not necessarily reflect the views any of the World Bank, its Boards of Executive Directors, or the governments they represent. For more information and additional CSEA tools to support your work, visit: https://www.cpcln.org/resources/six-actions-to-keep-children-safe-from-sea
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