
20262026

Spring/Summer Review Spring/Summer Review 
& 2024-2025 Annual Report& 2024-2025 Annual Report
25 years of nurturing what comes next25 years of nurturing what comes next

Fledgling Northern Rough-Winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis)
Photo by Larry Hubble



Land Acknowledgement
At rare, we take care of over 1,550 acres of land—but we are not the first to do so. Most of the land we steward is on the Haldimand Tract, 
stretching for six miles on either side of the Grand River. This land belongs to the Onkwehon:we Peoples of the Six Nations of the Grand 
River. It is also the territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit Anishinaabe First Nation. The Mississaugas of the Credit also have a right to 
the land we care for located on the border of Treaty 3 and Treaty 19 in Wellington County. 

We honour and respect the rights and sovereignty of these First Nations and their ancestors. Many other First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
Peoples from across Turtle Island (North America) also now live in this area. As an organization started and led by settlers, we make this 
land acknowledgement to recognize the harm caused by colonization and the taking of land from Indigenous Peoples without consent. 
These harms have caused pain and injustices across generations and continue to create unfair systems today.

We understand that we benefit from land that was taken. Our goal is to rebuild respectful and fair relationships with the Indigenous 
nations connected to the land where rare is located. We are committed to learning about our responsibilities as settlers and to unlearn 
the biases and histories that allowed these injustices to happen in what we now call Canada. g c

Who We Are, What We Do & Why We Do It
The rare Charitable Research Reserve is a community-based urban land trust and environmental institute which stewards over 1,550 
acres of land across 11 properties in Waterloo Region and Wellington County.

By working with people throughout our community, including local Indigenous Peoples, rare’s staff, advisors and volunteers seek to 
protect environmentally sensitive lands and landscapes for the health and benefit of the local environment, wildlife and current and 
future generations. Using diverse ways of knowing, we seek to educate the community in the importance our natural areas have in 
building climate resilience and fostering the health of the environment, and all who live within it.

We believe in honouring place, in conserving diversity, in embracing Indigenous knowledge and in committing to relationships and 
Indigenous resurgence. We believe in strengthening science, in building diverse, equitable and inclusive communities and in training 
the next generation to steward these lands for the benefit of all. We seek to offer the community—including Indigenous Peoples, the 
international community and future generations—not only a diverse network of connected natural areas, but a model of conservation 
that demonstrates the link between ecological integrity and economic stability, which is critical for the enhancement and quality of life 
of the planet. g c

Aster(Tripolium pannonicum)at rare 
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Message from the Executive 
Director
There’s something about holding this 
year’s Annual Report and rare Review 
in my hands that feels a bit different 
to me. Maybe it’s the rich mix of 
stories and the stunning images 
taken on the land at rare, or maybe 
it’s where I’m at personally right 
now. This one feels alive in a way 
that’s hard to pin down and has grown 
into a beautiful magazine of general 
interest. It deserves a prime spot on coffee 
and waiting room tables alike. 

As you move through these pages, you’ll 
see what I mean. There are the moments of 
hands-on conservation, including students 
building turtle nest protectors and realizing 
how small actions can matter, or volunteers 
out flipping boards in search of salamanders 
and quietly tracking the health of our 
forests. There are the bigger, long-view 
commitments too, like the protection of 
the Scrivener property, a deeply cared-for 
landscape now held in trust for the future. 

And then there are the pieces that stretch 
us a bit, like January Rogers’ return for the 
Sound Walk, inviting people not just to 

observe the land, but to encounter it, to 
stumble into something unexpected. That 

thread—of curiosity, of not 
quite knowing what you’ll 

find—has been running 
through a lot of our 
work in recent years.

Which brings me to 
something else I’m 
really excited about: 

our new Strategy and 
Plans document is now 

publicly available. It’s 
a bit of a window into how 

we’re thinking about the next five years and 
beyond—not as a fixed roadmap, but as an 
evolving question we keep coming back to: 
How do we want to live? 

On a more personal note, in April I got 
certified as a hike leader (yes, officially!) 
and I’ll be taking map and compass training 
later this month. It’s been a reminder that 
even when you think you know the terrain, 
there’s always more to learn about how to 
move through it with intention.

I was also in Toronto recently with my Ivey 
Conservation Leadership cohort, working 
on conservation systems mapping. I went 
in expecting something fairly technical 

and believed we would emerge at the end 
of the day with a map that centred around 
the usual suspects that make and uphold 
our current systems, and sometimes also 
hold us back from finding new ways. What 
stayed with me instead was a conversation 
about the tension between the technical 
and the relational in conservation—and 
how often we default to one at the expense 
of the other. It resonated deeply with how 
we approach things at rare and strive for 
balance between the two. The relational 
has always been a big part of our work—
how we connect with land, with each other, 
with community—and it’s something we’ve 
leaned into even more intentionally in our 
new Strategy and Plans. It’s not always the 
easiest path, and it doesn’t always show up 
neatly on a map, but it feels like the one that 
gets us somewhere different.

So maybe that’s the invitation I’ll leave you 
with—slightly tongue-in-cheek, but also not 
entirely: come get lost with me. In the work, 
in the questions, in the woods. We’ll figure 
out the map as we go!

With grattitude,

Stephanie g c

Message from the Board Chair
Anniversaries provide time to reflect—
together. So as rare celebrates 25 years 
of conservation, education and research 
in our communities, both close and afar, 
it’s natural for us all to look 
back, remembering the 
challenges as well 
as celebrating the 
milestones along the 
way.

The newsletters 
from rare’s first 
year—yes, I do have 
a little collection!—
are full of worthy 
news: the Bald Eagles were 
overwintering and one article explained 
their role as bio-indicators of the watershed; 
the first Environmental Management Plan 
for the entire property was made available 
to the community both online and at the 
four branches of the local library; during a 
fierce snow storm, Tundra Swans sought 
shelter near the confluence; 50 species of 
moss were identified;          

and, a steady rhythm of community events 
were held. This news, stuffed into simple 
11x17 bifolds, was made all the more 
impressive because volunteers were behind 
every activity and every article!

In fact, volunteers and community input 
are behind all that rare has achieved over 

its first 25 years. Because of you––because 
you’ve made room for rare in your 

life—the organisation has overcome 
many struggles and grown from a 
single-site land trust into a national 
model of place-based conservation 
with sites across the Grand River 

watershed. Together, we have learned 
how to make room for nature in a 

thriving and growing region.

By securing significant land donations, 
we’ve also made our communities 
more secure. At the same time, heritage 
infrastructure has been renovated, new 
education and research programs have been 
launched, and the organization has become 
a certified living wage employer.

Anniversaries also encourage us to think 
ahead. What will the next 25 years be like? 
Those toddlers of today will be the next 
generation of leaders and, we hope, land 
conservationists. Informed by extensive 
community input, rare’s Strategy and Plans 
to 2030 is now up on the website (raresites.
org/about/publications) and it, in turn, 
provides a solid base for the first Master 
Planning effort that will help envision 
rare’s longer-term future. 

It’s a future full of promise, one that invites 
us to connect—with each other and with 
the land. We’ve learned a lot over the first 
25 years. I can’t tell you how much your 
support, in every way, has motivated those 
charged with rare’s work on a daily basis 
to keep going, in spite of the challenges. 
You’ve also celebrated with us. And now the 
vision of a fully realized rare Conservation 
Campus—a combination of institutional 
programs and spaces that are welcoming, 
connected and alive with deep purpose—
seems entirely within our grasp. 

Thank you,

Joy g c
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Indigenous Learning

All Roads Lead Back to the Land: January Rogers Curates this 
Year’s Sound Walk
By Erin Clark
Communications & Community Engagement 
Officer

January Rogers and rare first began an 
artistic relationship in the autumn of 

2017. Rogers came as a writer, hanging white 
corn from the rafters of North House, the 
solar-powered living lab where she would 
spend two months as the Eastern Comma 
Writer-in-Residence. She sat at the edge of 
the forest and, by her own account, listened 
to the trees.

Nearly a decade later, Rogers has returned 
as a contributor to the Long Dash Festival 
for two years in a row. Last year, Rogers 
led Percussion Karaoke, and this summer 
she returns to lead the Sound Walk, where 
guests are encouraged to explore many 
of rare’s trails and stumble upon a series 
of outdoor musical stations featuring 
musicians and sound makers from across 
the region. Rogers is curating a 
Sound Walk designed not for 
passive listening, but for 
encounter.

“It’s like walking a trail 
and stumbling on a flower 
you’ve never seen before,” 
she says. “That moment 
of discovery—that’s what 
turns me on about it.”

Rogers has spent nearly 
three decades building one of the 
most expansive careers in contemporary 
Indigenous literature. She is a poet, 
spoken-word performer, radio broadcaster, 
documentary producer, video artist, 
comedian, and publisher. Across all of it, 
Rogers identifies a single thread: voice. 
“Understanding that voice is the base of 
everything has given me permission to 
explore all these other avenues,” she says. 
“Radio is voice. Performance is voice. Even 
the physical presence on a stage has a voice 
because people listen with their eyes as well. 
It’s all storytelling, whatever form it takes.”

What Percussion Karaoke Opened 
Up
The Long Dash Festival was created 
through a collaboration between rare 

and Musagetes, bringing together visual 
artists, musicians, scientists, naturalists 
and community members for two days each 
summer. 

In 2025, Rogers opened it with her 
innovative and experiential Percussion 
Karaoke. Attendees were welcomed to 
play a collection of mostly Indigenous 
instruments: water drums, horn rattles, a 
large ceremonial drum. While some context 
was given and a loose structure built around 
the beat of the big drum, people found their 
own relationship with what was in their 
hands.

“It was as much of an experiment for me as 
it was for everyone else,” she says warmly. “I 
just wanted to see what happens.”

What happened was a room full of people 
who had likely never touched these 
instruments before suddenly had a story to 
tell. “Oh, I’ve now played a water drum.” 

“Now I know what a horn rattle 
feels like.” For many attendees, 

it broke open the rest of the 
festival—a physical, joyful 

entry point into a weekend 
built around curiosity and 
connection.

Rogers sees that as entirely 
the point. To her, bringing 

people onto the land and into 
contact with these instruments 

is not an educational exercise—it 
is a return to something essential. “All 

roads lead back to the land,” she says. “And 
all land is Indigenous land. When you think 
about it that way, there is endless inspiration 
in just being here, under this sky, feeling 
these elements.”

The Sound Walk: an invitation to 
wander and wonder
This year’s Sound Walk extends that 
philosophy across the landscape of rare. 
Rogers is curating a series of stations along 
the trails, each featuring a musician or 
sound maker who will perform and chat 
with passersby. For Rogers, this Sound Walk 
is designed to feel less like a concert and 
more like an afternoon promenade, where 
stopping to visit is the point.

The lineup is comprised mostly of 
Indigenous sound makers and is deliberately 
surprising. Maggie Paulus, a keyboardist 
from Six Nations, will perform alongside her 
brother on stand-up bass. Allied Nations, 
a group Rogers helped form through an 
Ontario Arts Council–funded songwriting 
camp, will appear. And a Cree musician from 
the Kitchener-Waterloo area, known for 
playing surf guitar, will round out a program 
that refuses easy categorization.

“Native musicians encompass and inhabit 
and claim all the areas and corners that 
music does,” Rogers says. “I knew that early 
on from my radio days. I want to share that 
with the people who take part in the Sound 
Walk.”

She also plans an interactive station, a nod 
to Percussion Karaoke if you will. Visitors 
can participate rather than simply observe. 
“Depending on who floats through, it’ll be a 
new experiment every single time,” she says.

The ultimate measure of success, Rogers 
says, is what people carry home. “When 
folks take it away with them and think, ‘I’m 
going to explore my own relationship with 
music and sound,’ that’s when you know 
you’ve really done something.”

Still Listening
Rogers’ affection for this stretch of land is 
personal. Coming back, year after year, in 
new roles, seems entirely natural to her. 
“Every time rare invites me back, something 
new comes through,” she says. 

There is always something new in the works. 
But when asked what keeps drawing her 
back to rare specifically, Rogers doesn’t 
hesitate. It is the land. It is the community. 
It is the feeling, she says, of standing under 
an open sky with curious people and seeing 
what the elements have to say. g c

Photo: January Rogers preforming an original 
rattle song at the Royal Botanical Gardens. Photo 
by unknown.

“I want to stretch what people 
imagine when they think about 

native music.”
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rare Education

Learning Conservation by Doing It
By Riley McDougal
Southwood Secondary School Student

This past Fall, I went on a field trip to 
rare as part of Southwood Secondary 

School’s Environment Club. While visiting 
rare I had the opportunity to learn 
about local turtle conservation and gain 
hands-on experience, like how to protect 
these species at risk. Turtles in Ontario 
face serious threats such as habitat loss, 
road mortality and nest predation. rare’s 
turtle conservation initiative is important 
to ensure turtles continue to live in this 
area. My peers and I were lucky enough 
to have the opportunity to help, making a 
meaningful impact in our community and 
on the environment.

During the field trip, staff from rare 
explained their turtle protection program 
and why turtle nest protectors are an 
important tool for the conservation 
initiative. I discovered that many turtle 
nests never survive to hatching because 
predators like raccoons can easily locate 
and destroy them, or because nests are 
unintentionally disturbed by people. 
Our small interventions, like using nest 
protectors, can make significant differences 
in helping wildlife survive.

Once we learned why nest protectors were 

so important, it was time to make some! 
In small groups, my classmates and I used 
wooden planks and wire mesh netting. We 
drilled the wooden frames together, stapled 
the wire mesh securely in place 
and decorated the sides 
with doodles and rare’s 
name and phone 
number. Adding 
rare’s name and 
phone number 
allows members 
of the public to 
recognize the 
protectors as 
part of an official 
conservation 
project and 
provides contact 
information in the 
case of a nest being 
disturbed or damaged.

The nest protectors are carefully 
designed. I learned that each one includes 
a small opening on the side that allows 
hatchlings to safely exit once they emerge 
from their eggs, while still preventing 
predators from getting access. I appreciated 
the thought and research that goes into 
protecting our local wildlife, and sometimes, 
simple means like nest protectors are 

all it takes to reduce nest predation and 
accidental damage, thereby increasing the 
chances of turtle eggs surviving to hatching.

On my field trip to rare, I discovered 
the impact of collective action in 

conservation. Seeing how the 
protectors increase both 

nest survival and public 
awareness reinforced 

the importance of 
community-based 
environmental efforts. 
This experience showed 
me how hands-on 
involvement can create 
meaningful change and 

it strengthened my sense 
of responsibility towards 

protecting the environment 
in even the simplest of ways. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about how your students or child 

can experience hands-on enviromental 
learning at rare, please email rare's 
Senior Educator, Istafa Sufi at                        
istafa.sufi@raresites.org g c

Photo: (Above): Southwood Secondary School 
students working on nest protectors. Photo 
by Istafa Sufi. (Below): Southwood Secondary 
School students showing off their nest protectors.
Photo by Istafa Sufi.
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rare Land Relations

Restoring Flow, Reconnecting Habitat 
By Tom Woodcock
Planning Ecologist at rare

Restoration of natural features at rare is 
a core goal of our stewardship efforts. In 

the coming season rare will update a past 
restoration effort and make great progress 
on a new one.

In 2016, as part of the ongoing restoration 
efforts at Blair Flats, a flow control structure 
known as a cross-vane was installed at 
Bauman Creek. Over time, an old culvert 
in the creek had broken down, and the 
stream no longer flowed to the Grand River. 
Organisms in Bauman Creek were trapped 
in a small area of habitat. By restoring flow 
to the stream and working to improve the 
habitat, fish and other stream dwellers had 
increased access, and once again could travel 
to the Grand River. However, the initial 
structure has broken down over nearly ten 
years, so a new and improved boulder cross-
vane is planned. This will be installed this 
summer, when it is possible to do so without 
disturbing nesting fish.

On the south side of the Blair Property, 
there are two areas of old-growth forest. 
The giant trees of Ancient Woods, some 
approaching 300 years old, can be visited 
on the Grand Allée trail. Forests with 

old-growth remnant characteristics are rare 
in southern Ontario, with most of the land 
having been cleared for agriculture and/or 
logged at least once. For about ten years, 
rare has been planting trees to connect 
these two forests with a corridor of habitat 
across the fields. However, trees and shrubs 
are not everything, and this year we will 
begin a project to complete the corridor 
and include other habitat elements, such as 
wetlands, in the corridor. This will benefit 
numerous species, including Jefferson 
complex salamanders (Ambystoma 
jeffersonianum), which live and 
breed in the forests. The new 
habitat will increase potential 
breeding areas, increase the 
size of the habitat available 
and make it more likely 
that the two populations 
can reconnect.

Thank you to our 
funders. Bauman 
Creek project: Region 
of Waterloo Community 
Environmental Fund; 
Corridor project: Habitat 
Stewardship Program 
(ECCC), federal, Species 
Conservation Program (MECP, 
provincial), Ducks Unlimited.         

If you are passionate about restoration 
projects and want to help future efforts, 
please email Christine Thompson, Gifts 
Manager at rare at 
christine.thompson@raresites.org g c

Photo: (Above): Eden Mills Boulder Cross-Vane. 
Photo by Tom Woodcock. (Below):Blue Spotted 
Salamander (Ambystoma laterale). Photo by Jenna 
Quinn
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rare Land Relations

Scrivener Tract – Protected in Perpetuity
By Tom Woodcock
Planning Ecologist at rare

In October 2025 rare acquired our 
latest property, generously donated by 
the Scrivener family and permanently 
protected according to their wishes. This 
property is 94 acres located in Puslinch 
Township and has a diverse range of forest 
and wetland habitat types, including high-
quality cedar swamp, open-water ponds and 
rolling upland hardwood forest with both 
temporary and permanent ponds. There 
are also two hay fields leased to a local 
farmer. A portion of the Puslinch-Mill Creek 
Provincially Significant Wetland complex, 
an important part of Wellington County’s 
drinking water system, is protected.

The Scriveners acquired this large property 
in the 1990s and constructed their home. 
Their conscientious stewardship over the 
intervening years has seen the expansion 
of forested areas and the management of 
invasive plants. Concerns about nearby 
development and a changing planning 
environment at the local and provincial 
levels of government led them to seek 
longer-term protection for the land they 
had come to value for its natural beauty and 
biodiversity.

In the coming years, rare staff and 
volunteers will engage in responsible 
stewardship of the property, including 
surveying vegetation, developing species 
lists of flora and fauna, addressing invasive 

species and identifying opportunities for 
restoration and research. 

We are grateful for funding received 
from Environment and Climate Change 
Canada’s Nature Smart Climate Solutions 
Fund (NSCSF) to support the costs of 
transferring this property to rare. The 
NSCSF supports nature-based projects that 
promote carbon storage and capture while 
providing important habitat for species 
at risk or species of cultural and local 
importance g c

Photos: (Below): Scrivener Tract. Photo by Tom 
Woodcock

“This is our only home, the Earth, and we must 
take care of it. We can’t just keep taking. At some 
point, we must give back.”

Dr. Wythe Scrivener
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rare Land Relations

A Place to Protect, A Legacy to Give Back: An Interview with 
Dr. Wythe Scrivener
By Erin Clark
Communications & Community Engagement 
Officer at rare

When Wythe and Rosemary Scrivener first 
came across their property in 1996, it was 
something of a blank slate—no buildings, 
just rolling land shaped by glaciers 
thousands of years ago, and that was exactly 
what drew them in.

“We wanted a property with no buildings so 
we could choose where to build and how to 
make it our own.”

Over nearly three decades, that blank slate 
became something much more: a deeply 
personal landscape defined by care, curiosity 
and connection. From hand-built features 
like a winding driveway and stone retaining 
wall to thoughtfully transplanted trees, the 
Scriveners’ stewardship shaped both the 
land and their experience of it.

What makes the property truly special, 
however, is its natural character. Set on a 
moraine, the terrain rises and falls in gentle 
ridges, dotted with wetlands and pockets of 
mature forest that were never cleared.

“We like the rolling topography. It’s not 
very good farmland, but there are wetlands 
and areas of mature bush that were left 
untouched. We like walking it, seeing the 
changes in the land, and watching the 
wildlife.”

That wildlife has been a constant 
presence, deer at the doorstep, 
coyotes along the wetland edge and a 
remarkable diversity of birds.

“The coolest bird is probably the 
pileated woodpecker. We’ve had them 
at the feeder. Red-headed woodpeckers, 
red-bellied woodpeckers, juncos, 
chickadees. Even wild turkeys and the 
occasional hawk.”

Over time, their appreciation for the 
land deepened beyond observation. 
Walking the woods, the Scriveners 
began to see the landscape as part of 
a much longer story—one shaped by 
ecosystems and the people who came 
long before.

“You can imagine Indigenous communities 
using this land as a hunting ground. It’s been 
part of a living landscape for thousands of 
years.”

That perspective helped shape an important 
decision. As development pressures 
increased across the area, the couple began 
to think seriously about the future of their 
property and what might happen if it wasn’t 
protected.

“We didn’t want to see it bulldozed and 
turned into a subdivision. It’s too beautiful. 
We wanted to give something back and 
to create a space for wildlife, a carbon 
sink, something that contributes to the 
environment.”

After exploring options, they were referred 
to rare. What stood out was a shared 
commitment and a thoughtful, patient 
approach.

“It wasn’t pushy. Everything was explained 
clearly. We walked the property, talked 
through the details and worked through the 
process step by step.”

Now protected in perpetuity, the Scrivener 
Tract represents more than conservation; 
it reflects a deeply held belief about 
responsibility and care for the natural world.

Looking ahead, the Scriveners hope the land 
continues to grow and evolve. They envision 
reforesting former hay fields, building 
connections between wooded areas and 
expanding habitat for wildlife.

“I’d like to see those fields return to forest—
native trees, more space for wildlife, more 
carbon capture. Bringing the land back to its 
natural state.”

They also hope that one day, others will be 
able to experience the quiet beauty they’ve 
come to know so well.

“It would be wonderful if people could walk 
the trails, appreciate the trees, and just 
spend time here.”

For other landowners considering a similar 
path, their advice is simple:

“Do it.”

When you donate or protect your land, it 
becomes part of a connected landscape 
of protected areas that support wildlife, 
clean water, air and soil, research and 
environmental education. Are you 
interested in starting a conversation 
about making a land donation? Contact 
Tom Woodcock, Planning Ecologist at 
rare at tom.woodcock@raresites.org g c

Photos: (Below): Scrivener Tract. Photo by Tom 
Woodcock
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Community-powered 
Conservation in Action: 
Volunteers Help Search 
for Salamanders to Assess 
Ecological Health
By Mike McTavish
Conservation Scientist at rare

As a part of our research programs, rare 
monitors key ecological indicators that 

provide information about the overall health 
of the ecosystems that we steward. These 
monitoring programs are made possible 
through the efforts of community volunteers 
who help collect this vital research data. 

One ecological monitoring program that has 
been running annually at rare since 2009 
looks at salamanders to gauge the health 
of our forests. Salamanders are invaluable 
biological indicator species because they 
are very sensitive to changes in their 
environment—a decline in salamander 
populations can provide a warning sign of 
broader ecological trouble. 

Between mid-September and early 
November 2025, 40 volunteers spent over 
130 hours searching for salamanders at 

rare’s Ancient Woods and 
Hogsback forests. Research 
teams visited circuits of wooden 
cover boards that have been 
placed at both sites to look for 
salamanders beneath these 
artificial shelters. Although 
only rare staff with a permit 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources are allowed to handle 
the delicate and sensitive salamanders, 
volunteers help flip cover boards, search for 
salamanders, and collect other habitat data 
like temperature and soil moisture.

A total of 204 salamanders were found in 
2025 comprising four different species. The 
most observed species was the Eastern Red-
backed Salamander (Plethodon cinereus), a 
lungless salamander that breathes through 
its thin, moist skin. Researchers also found 
another lungless species, the Four-toed 
Salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum), as 

well as two species 
of larger burrowing 
mole salamanders, 
the Yellow-spotted 
Salamander 
(Ambystoma 
maculatum) and 
the Blue-spotted 
Salamander 
(Ambystoma 
laterale). 

Although data 
from 2009 to 
2025 suggest that 
populations of 
salamanders at 
rare have remained 
relatively stable, 
monitoring also 
indicates that 
soils at these sites 
have gradually 
become warmer 
and drier with our 

changing climate. These conditions may 
be challenging for salamanders and other 
wildlife that rely on moist soil conditions 
and temporary pools of water for breeding. 
Supported by volunteer community 
scientists, rare will continue to monitor 
these populations annually to watch for 
further changes. 

Opportunities to volunteer with the 
Research department are available from 
spring to fall. These include assisting with 
ecological monitoring programs looking 
at salamanders, birds, snakes, butterflies, 
vegetation and more. This growing work 
is being further supported by our new 
Community Conservation Coordinator 
role, funded through the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation, which is expanding 
opportunities for community members 
to get involved in hands-on conservation, 
such as our upcoming BioBlitz on Saturday, 
August 15, 2026. Be sure to save the date so 
you can join staff and other volunteers in a 
fun, fast-paced day of species discovery.

Check our website for seasonal volunteer 
opportunities (https://www.raresites.org/
about/volunteer) or email
research@raresites.org for more 
information g c

Photo: (Above): Yellow-spotted Salamander 
(Ambystoma maculatum) found during monitoring 
at rare. Photo by Jack Robinson (Left): rare 
staff and volunteers observe and measure a lead-
backed colour morph of an Eastern Red-backed 
Salamander (Plethodon cinereus). Photo by Mike 
McTavish.

rare Research
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Co-creating with Nature: Art & 
Conservation at rare
By Mike McTavish
Conservation Scientist at rare

Environmental research at rare extends 
beyond the confines of test tubes and 

transect tapes. Art is among the many 
diverse forms of inquiry that rare 
supports through its research 
programs to help address the 
conservation challenges of 
today. Artistic creativity 
can reveal the natural 
world through a new 
lens, deepening our 
relationship with 
the environment 
and unveiling 
new approaches 
to complex 
environmental 
issues. 

As a living laboratory, 
rare supports artistic 
engagement with 
nature through a variety 
of programs. In partnership 
with the Musagetes Foundation, 
rare hosts artistic residencies and the 
annual Long Dash Festival. Students and 
community artists also come to rare 
to explore their creative practices and 
explorations in community and on the land. 
One such initiative is Lauren Judge’s “More-
than-human Illuminations” project.

Supported by the Region of Waterloo’s Art 
Fund and rare, Lauren’s work “illuminates 
the co-creative abilities of non-humans” 
(https://www.laurenjudge.com/more-than-
human-illuminations). Inspired by her 

experiences of being in nature, Lauren 
developed four artworks that encourage us 
to think about the non-human world around 
us. These pieces were visible to trail users in 
fall 2025, installed in cooperation with rare 
staff to prevent harm to the environment. 

Visitors to the River Trail 
might have spotted 

decaying deadwood 
adorned with a 

bracelet of ceramic 
beads and twine, 
an oversized 
cicada husk 
nestled among 
the leaf litter, a 
high-rise “bryo 
dwelling” for 
moss and other 

microorganisms, 
or a crocheted 

tent caterpillar 
nest perched in the 

crook of a tree. This 
artwork encourages us to 

consider natural phenomena 
that we might otherwise 

overlook and our shared responsibility to 
care for non-human beings and spaces.  

Watch for future environmental arts 
projects and events at rare including a 
screening of Lauren Judge's “More-than-
human Illuminations” project documentary, 
followed by an artist lead discussion for 
the June installment of Conversations for 
Conservation as well as the 2026 Long Dash 
Festival happening Saturday, July 25 and 
Sunday, July 26, 2026.

If you are an artist, project applications 
for environmental art and research 
are welcome year-round (https://
www.raresites.org/programs/
research/project-applications). Email                        
research@raresites.org for more 
information. g c

Photo: (Above): Headshot of Lauren Judge. 
(Left): “Adorning Deadwood”, More-than-human 
Illuminations, by Lauren Judge.  Photo by Mike 
McTavish (Right): “Bryo Dwelling”, More-than-
human Illuminations, by Lauren Judge.  Photo by 
Mike McTavish

rare Research
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Low-Cost Seed Starting for Your Home, Community or 
Container Garden
By Taryn Jarvis 
Food Security & Facilities Coordinator

Starting plants from seed is one of the 
most affordable and rewarding ways to 

grow a garden. Whether you’re gardening at 
home, contributing to a community plot or 
growing in containers on a balcony or patio, 
low-cost seed starting can help you save 
money, grow healthier plants and gain more 
control over what you grow.

What Is Low-Cost Seed Starting?
Low-cost seed starting is the practice 
of growing plants from seeds using 
inexpensive, reusable or repurposed 
materials instead of purchasing seedlings 
or specialty equipment. It focuses on 
simplicity, using basic supplies such as 
household items and natural resources to 
germinate and grow strong young plants.

This approach works for vegetables, 
herbs, flowers and native plants, making 
it accessible to gardeners of all experience 
levels.

Why Start Seeds on a Budget?
Starting seeds inexpensively makes 
gardening more accessible and sustainable. 
Store-bought seedlings can be costly, 
especially when planting larger gardens 

or multiple containers. Seed packets, by 
comparison, often cost only a few dollars 
or can be sourced for free, and can produce 
dozens of plants and surplus seeds to share 
with other growers.

Low-cost seed starting also reduces waste 
by reusing household containers, encourages 
self-sufficiency and allows you to grow 
varieties not readily available locally. Seed 
starting also teaches patience, observation 
and plant care. It is ideal for community 
gardens, schools and shared growing 
projects.

When to Start Seeds
The timing for starting seeds indoors 
depends on the local climate and the types 
of plants you want to grow.  In southern 
Ontario, most seeds are started indoors four 
to eight weeks before your last expected 
frost date. In Ontario, that’s typically late 
May to early June. Check the seed packet for 
specific timing recommendations.

Low-Cost Supplies 
You don’t need expensive equipment to 
start seeds successfully. Many supplies 
can be reused or found at little to no cost.  
Seeds can be saved from previous plants, 
acquired at free seed swaps or found at 
your local library. The Cambridge Public 

Library has an expansive 
seed library that is free 
of charge. Containers 
can be sourced from 
the recycling bin.  Items 
such as sour cream or 
yogurt tubs, takeout 
containers and pots 
from previous years can 
be used, just be sure 
to add drainage holes. 
Your growing medium 
could be homemade 
compost, a mix of 
compost and garden soil 
or an inexpensive seed-
starting mix. Seedlings 
require light, and a sunny 
windowsill or shelf near a 
bright window will work.  
Some people create DIY 
reflective surfaces using 

foil or white cardboard. Water from the tap 
can be used directly, or you may want to use 
a little watering can, drinking cup or reuse a 
spray bottle.

How to Start Seeds Step by Step
1.	 Prepare containers. Clean reused 

containers and poke small drainage 
holes in the bottom.

2.	 Fill with soil. Lightly fill containers 
with damp growing medium. Do not 
pack it tightly.

3.	 Plant seeds. Follow the seed packet 
depth instructions. Most seeds need 
only a light covering of soil.

4.	 Water gently. Mist or lightly water to 
avoid washing seeds away.

5.	 Provide warmth and light. Place 
containers in a warm location. Once 
seedlings emerge, ensure they get 
plenty of light.

6.	 Care for seedlings. Keep soil moist 
but not soggy. Rotate containers to 
prevent leaning.

7.	 Harden off before transplanting. 
Gradually introduce seedlings to 
outdoor conditions over 7–10 days 
before planting outside once the 
threat of frost has passed.

Low-cost seed starting proves that 
gardening doesn’t require expensive tools or 
supplies, just time, care and creativity. With 
a few simple materials and a little planning, 
anyone can grow healthy plants and enjoy 
the satisfaction of nurturing life from seed 
to harvest. 

If you are interested in strengthening 
your gardening skills, practicing 
seed collection or giving back to your 
community through gardening, the 
Springbank Farm Hub team welcomes 
volunteers of all experience levels every 
Wednesday starting May 20, 2026. 
To learn more, email rare’s Organic 
Farm Food Equity Steward, Spencer, at  
spencer.martin@raresites.org g c

Photos: (Left): Seedlings in the Springbank Farm 
Hub greenhouse. Photo by Spencer Martin.

Springbank Farm Hub
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Sunset Tree
Photo by Devon Crowell rarerare Review   13   Review   13  



Grasshopper Sparrow(Ammodramus savannarum) at rare 
Photo by Larry Hubble

2024-20252024-2025

Annual Report Annual Report 
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2024-2025 Financial Highlights

For the fiscal year ending August 31, 2025

Sullivant's Milkweed (Asclepias sullivantii)at rare 
Photo by Jeff Moser & Jeanette Dillon16   16   rarerare Review Review



2024-2025 Annual Report

Condensed Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets
For the Fiscal Year ending August  31, 2025

REVENUE/SUPPORT & ADDITIONS TO NET ASSETS
	 Operating	 Designated	 Endowment	 2025	 2024
  Donations & Grants	 1,479,785	 156,150	 383,782	 2,019,717	 1,710,608
  Government Grants	 115,436	 106,462		  221,898	 166,832
  In-Kind Contributions 
     of Property	 0	 3,530,000		  3,530,000	 0
  In-Kind Contributions	 28,637	 5,570		  34,207	 57,159
  Change in Cash 
     Surrender on Life Insurance			   16,584	 16,584	 17,816
  Land Contributions		  0		  0	 0
  Programs	 71,176			   71,176	 59,190
  Other Income	 63,605	 2,387	 0	 65,992	 44,066
Total Revenue & Additions	 1,758,639	 3,800,569	 400,366	 5,959,574	 2,055,671
						    
EXPENSES & REDUCTIONS TO NET ASSETS					   
	
PROGRAM SERVICES						    
  Community Outreach	 117,527	 0		  117,527	 107,508
  Environmental Education 	 284,135	 25,018		  309,153	 323,966
  Food Security	 112,148	 5,886		  118,034	 119,850
  Land Stewardship	 334,402	 25,017		  359,419	 348,581
  Community Properties	 176,471	 7,359		  183,830	 184,175
  Environmental Research	 198,003	 14,716		  212,719	 207,505
Total Program Services	 1,222,686	 77,996	 0	 1,300,682	 1,291,585

SUPPORTING SERVICES						    
  Finance and Administration	 258,099	 29,432		  287,531	 324,612
  Fundraising and Development	 251,247	 39,733		  290,980	 284,810
Total Supporting Services	 509,346	 69,165	 0	 578,511	 609,422
Total Expenses & Reductions	1,732,032	 147,161	 0	 1,879,193	 1,901,007
Change in Net Assets 
     Before Investment Earnings	 26,607	 3,653,408	 400,366	 4,080,381	 154,664
	
Investment Income, net	 23,871	 0	 272,294	 296,165	 277,497
     Interfund transfers	 -30,776	 30,776	 0	 0	 0
Net assets beginning of Year	 547,940	 8,862,613	 3,162,685	12,573,238	 12,141,077
Net Assets at end of Year	 567,642	 12,546,797	 3,835,345	16,949,784	12,573,238

COMPOSED OF:						    
  Land		  12,216,484		  12,216,484	 8,485,616
  Buildings		  2,622,795		  2,622,795	 2,732,078
  Other Assets		  178,306		  178,306	 213,922
  Endowment Fund			   3,835,345	 3,835,345	 3,162,685
  Outstanding Debts		  -2,608,449		  -2,608,449	 -2,725,150
  Externally Restricted for 
     Capital Projects		  137,661		  137,661	 156,147
  Unrestricted	 567,642			   567,642	 547,940
TOTAL	 567,642	 12,546,797	 3,835,345	16,949,784	12,573,238
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Supporters of rare!

$2 million +
Jane Schneider 

& Family                 
Estate of Frederick 
Schneider

$200,000-
$199,999,99
140 Old Mill Road LTD
ECHO Foundation
Musagetes Fund @ WRCF
Stonefields International 

Inc.; The Stonefields 
Foundation

$50,000-$199,999
231039 ON Charities 

Trust
Estate of Peter Bergen
Government of Ontario
Lyle S. Hallman 

Foundation
MacPherson Builders
Region of Waterloo
Wildlife Habitat Canada
$20,000-$49,999
Derek & Kathleen 

Coleman
ECO Canada
Ken & Rachel* Flood
Gateman-Milloy
Government of Canada
Ontario Trillium 

Foundation
Savvas Chamberlain 

Family Foundation
Stork Family Fund           

@ WRCF
David Westfall
$5,000-$19,999
Keith & Sheila Ainsworth 

Ainsworth Family Fund 
@ WRCF

Baxter Family Fund         
@ WRCF

Brian Domm Farms Ltd.
Cachet Developments
Clean Foundation
CRH Canada Dufferin 

Aggregates
Enbridge Gas Inc.
Gore Mutual Insurance 

Company
Hugh and Lorna Guthrie 

Fund @ Guelph CF
Ruth Harris & Colin 

Baxter
Dorian & Christina 

Hausman
Invasive Species Centre
Kindred Credit Union
Linamar Corporation
Marcangelo Foods
Natural Resource 

Solutions Inc.

Ontario Wildlife 
Foundation

Stephen Palmateer
Pollock Family Fund       

@ WRCF
RenaissanceRe
Ruth Songhurst
St. Marys Cement Inc. 

(Canada)
TD Friends of the 

Environment 
Foundation

TELUS
Toyota Motor 

Manufacturing Canada
Bernice & Bob Uebele
University of Waterloo
Michael van Ham
WalterFedy
Community Fund            

@ WRCF
Heike & Dietmar 

Wennemer
Maggie Williamson
Willibald Farm Distillery 

& Brewery
$1,000-$4,999
Atlantic Industries 

Limited 
Adobe Inc.
Ljubodrag Andric, 

Geneviève Caron & 
Cecilia Andric

Barrie Family Fund         
@ WRCF

Battlefield Equipment 
Rentals

Douglas Brock Fund for 
Conservation & Music 
@ WRCF

Larry Lamb* & Amy 
Burke

Greg & Manoush 
Buzbuzian

C3 Environmental 
Limited

John Carson
City of Cambridge
Civilian Screen Printing
Rob & Sue Connell
Anne Crowe
Victoria D'Agostino 

Children's Benefit Fund 
@ WRCF

Ken & Janet Dance
Roger* & Edith Davis 

Foundation
Deloitte
Easy Pour Wine Bar
Robert & Janet Eberhardt
Environmental Legacy 

Fund @ WRCF
Equitable
Fusion Homes
Chris & Shirley Gosselin
Bruce Graham & Anna 

Klemanova
Sandy & Jamie Hill

Larry Hubble
Alice (Braley) Judges - 

Walter Judges Fund    
@ WRCF

King Tree Service
Knarr Jewellery
Heather Kovacik
The KPMG Foundation
Langdon Hall Country 

House Hotel & Spa
LeBrun Family Fund       

@ WRCF
Thiam Lim
Carole Lindsay
Lisaard and Innisfree 

Hospice
Maglin Site Furniture
Manulife Financial
Jeff Matyas & Tim Tanz
Connie Mayor & Don 

Balanoff Family Fund 
@ WRCF

Dan McCormick
Brian McGee
McMurtry Family Fund 

@ WRCF
Mitrana Foundation at 

the Jewish Foundation 
of Greater Toronto

Rahim Moosa & Andrea 
Mills

Douglas & Doreen Mitten 
Fund @ WRCF

Jacqueline & Jeffrey 
Murphy

Andrea Nesbitt
Linda & Ed Newton
Gordon Nicholls Family
The Moe Norman 

Memorial Fund            
@ WRCF

N'Oubliez Charitable 
Foundation

Omni LLP Chartered 
Professional 
Accountants

Poynter Forestry Fund   
@ WRCF

Joy Roberts & Douglas 
McMullen

Robinson Family Fund   
@ WRCF

Paul & Rita Ross
Rotary Cambridge 

Sunrise
Jonathan Shantz
Linda Sloka
Southbridge Care Homes
Jack Spraak Legacy Fund 

@ Vancity CF
Istafa Sufi
Sylvia Takacs
Troy Schmidt ReMax 

Twin Cities
Carol & John* Unruh
Robert Unruh

The Waterloo Region 
Record - Lyle S. 
Hallman Foundation 
Kids to Camp Fund     
@ WRCF

Weiland Family Fund     
@ WRCF

Frank & Lois White 
Family @ WRCF

Terry & Ian Wilson
Zeifmans LLP
Walter & Brenda* 

Zimmerman
$500-$999
Jefferey Albion & Jennifer 

Coxe
Beacon Environmental 

Ltd.
John & Dian Bell
Paul & Pat Bigelow
Valerie & Scott Braid
Frances Burke
Andrew Cartmell
Margaret Cassidy
Richard* & Norah 

Chaloner
Veronica Chapman
Bobin Cherian
Shah & Donnita Deen
Paul & Kim Duxbury
Nancy Dykstra
Laura Eckhardt
John English & Irene Sage
Event Depot
Irene Fedun
Margaret Fleury
Murray & Terry Ann 

Gamble
Google
Philip* & Susan Gosling
Jackie Hatherly-Martin & 

Keith Martin
Heffner Lexus
John S. Hepburn
Kristin Higgins
Sharon Janics
Ruth Kroft
Martin Kuhn
Sophia Lane & Preston 

Arens
Graham Macdonald & 

Margaret Lewis
MacNeil & Dodd 

Pharmacy
Carmen Evans & Luis 

Martinez
Margaret McCreery & 

Ron Craigen
Sebastien Moreau
Bill Mungall
Laura Murr
Josh & Heather Neufeld
Salina Ngo
Beverley & Hank* 

Nykamp
Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd
Michael Power

Linda Ratcliffe & Basil 
McDonald

Julie Reid & Anne Paton
The Matthew & Rochelle 

Family Fund @ WRCF
Schiedel Construction 

Incorporated
Krista Shady
Malcolm & Anne Shantz 

Fund @ WRCF
Dennis E. Souder & 

Deborah Bannerman
Martina Steiger
Jean Stolworthy
Roger & Petra Suffling
Patricia Huynh & Gabriel 

Tan-Chen
Christine Thompson
Evan & Janette Thor
Anne Tinker & Jim 

Kirchin
Peter van Beek
Shawn Van Sluys
Michael & Kathy 

Weissmann
$250-$499
Janet Ashton
Chris Baldock
Thelma Barnes
Michael Barnstijn & 

Louise MacCallum
Cameron Bates
Ron & Sharon Bauman
Trevor Bauman
David Beaton
Peter* & Colleen Bisset
Michael Black
Leah Blechschmidt
Leslie Boultbee
James & Erin Bow
Stephanie Braid
Elizabeth Brown
Bob & Brenda* Burchell
John* & Sondra Callander
In'am & Chester Carere
Chicopee
Katrina & Simon Chute
Jennifer Clary-Lemon
Rob & Cathy Cooper
In memory of Judy Davies
Justin & Courtney          

De Melo
Marco* & Donna Debruin
Randy Dodd
Eden Mills Writers 

Festival
Renate Fischer
Jeanie Flanagan & 

Danielle Gelinas
Penny & Peter Forget
Fraser & Nancy Gibson
Caleb Gingrich Regehr
Google

We are grateful to the following individuals, foundations, government agencies, organizations and businesses that helped rare work 
towards its vision of a sustainable world this past fiscal year (September 1, 2024, to August 31, 2025). We want to ensure our recog-

nition reflects everyone appropriately. If there is an error in how your name appears, please contact us at rare@raresites.org. Note: entries 
marked with * denotes deceased. In-kind donors are in bold.
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Supporters of rare!

Michael Graham &  
Hulene Montgomery 
Gifting Fund                 
@ Abundance

Miriam Greenbaum
Karen Grogan & Gregory 

Bedford
Valerie Hall & Dan 

Brennan
Bonita Hansra
Gerald & Anita Harder
Marion Heath
Georg & Ingrid Hentsch
Hillside Festival
Robert Hilton
Janine & Kenneth 

Holman
James Howe
John & G. Elinor Hueton
Ignatius Jesuit Centre
Alvin Jory
Verica Ketko
Dean Knight
Fred Kuipers
Christine Kurtz Landry
Scott & Kelly Lillie
Denis Longchamps
Brian Hawthornthwaite 

& Donna Mathies
Laurna Morrissey
Niagara Parks 

Foundation
Kirsten Nikel
Susan & Keith O'Neil
Dawn Parker
Stephen Power
Karen Priebe
Jenna Quinn & Leif 

Wynia
Kim & Brad Reger
Susan Riach
Roseanna Rigo
Ian & Verlyn Rowett
Randy Sa'd & Melissa 

Schurter
Marilyn Sararus
Linda & Herminio 

Schmidt
Seeds of Diversity - 

Youth in Food Systems
Frank Seglenieks
Karen Sellner
Jeremy Shantz, Bridget 

Hinnegan & Tamsin 
Shantz

Barbara Shykoff
Dave & Catherine Smith
Stephanie Sobek-Swant
Josh & Nicole Stevens
Mary Stevens & Fred 

Johnson*
Sun Life Financial 
Morris & Jari Tchir
The Canadian Clay & 

Glass Gallery
Rose Traub
Angela Tsementzis & 

Aaron Letki
Tony & Mitchell Van 

Eerd
Carol & Patrick            

van Heeswyck

Mary Ann Vanden Elzen 
& Robert Bezeau

W. David & Carolyn 
Warnica

Byron & Ann Weber 
Becker

Kevin Williams
Tanya Zboril
Up to $249
Matt Aho
George Aitkin
Brian Allen
Madhur Anand & Chris 

Bauch
Tom Andersen
AOK Craft Beer and 

Arcade Bar
Apollo Cinema
Ross* & Marilyn 

Armstrong
Sheila Austin
Stephanie Baker
Leslie Bald
Scott & Tracy Ball
Sharlene Ball
Laura Bannon
Skyler Barclay
Linda Barkovsky
John Barribeau
Hildegard & Pasquale* 

Battista
Alana Bauer
Marilyn Baxter
Rachel E. Beattie
Caroline Beck
Karen Berry-Spark
Christy Bertrand
Lynn Bestari
Susan Beuerman
Caroline Biel
Femmy & Grant Birks
Jillyan Birtch
J. Alexander Black
Nevada Blundell-          

Koivunen
Chris Bohme
Angela Bortolus
Sue Boultwood
Wayfinder Bow
Scott & Molly Bradford
Susan Bradford
Ginger Bragg
Caireen Brain & Len     

De Vlamin
Michele Braniff
John Brants
Laura Bredahl
Michael Brennan
Paul Brennan
Erin Brennan-      

Ramsammy
Linda Brenner
Brenda Brindley & Kevin 

Schneider
Ashley Britton
Kimberly, Linda & 

Kathryn Broadbelt
Madison Brook
Robin Brooks
Fraser Brown
Kathleen Brown

Laurie Brown
Niamh & Peter Brown
Travis Brubaker
Jody Bruulsema
Sandra & Harry Bryant
Julien Bugand-Bugandet 

&  Cecile Barthez
Logan Bugbee
Marilyn Burch
Lena Burek
Steve & Brianna Burgin
Bernie & Marg Burnett
CAA South Central 

Ontario
Jordan Cain
Valerie Cameron
Jeannine Campbell
Nancy & Steve Campbell
Canoeing the Grand
Joyce & David Carse
Greg Cartmell
Chris Casemore & 

Carolyn Mathers
Kimberly Cavanagh
Ruth Chadwick
Leonard Chaplinsky & 

Julia Morrison
Ken Chase
Kimiko & Garry 

Chhapyan
Rosie & Mike Chong
City of Kitchener
Cheryl & Tab Clark
Erin Clark & Andrew 

Cherry
Jean-Stéphan Clark
Robin & Allan Clark
Sara Clark & Scott 

Umbach
Stephen & Patty Clarke
Peter & Caren Clemens
Diana & Andrew 

Clipsham
Adam & Susie Cochran
Cocoon Apothecary
Coimbra Yago
Nicole Collier
Pauline Copleston
Debbie Corey
Kelly & Dean Corrin
Melinda Cortvriend
Diane Coulman
Mary Cowbrough
Alyssa Craig
Linda Crawford
Melissa & Andrew 

Cressman
Sydnie Crockett
Rae & Barbara Crossman
Lori Crouse
Mary & Al Cunningham
Frank & Isabel Da Rocha
Kieren Dafoe
William & Denise Dahms
John F. Dale
Laryn Daly
Stephanie Dang
Doug Dawdy
Lynn & Tom De Melo
Sheila & Patrick Deane
Catherine DeBruin

Irena Dent
Isabelle Déry
M.E. Devitt Term 

Fund @ Burlington 
Foundation

Jim Dewar
Sara DeWeerd
David Dishke
Barbara Dixon & Graham 

Arbery
Jess Dixon
Dixon's Distilled 

Spirits
Patricia Docherty
Mona Doerner
Aleksandra Dolezal & 

Kevin Visser
Melissa Dominguez
Josh Dorland
James Dougan
Jill Douglas
Madison Douglas
Michelle Douglas
Lucia Dow & Tim Brecht
Jillian Drage & Shawn 

Young*
Matthew Duschenes
Marilyn Eby
Marion Edworthy
Jennifer Elmes
Susan Elmes
Gloria Emery-Boulaine
Emily Emptage
Robert Emptage
Daniel Entz
Michelle & Kenneth Epps
Esri Canada
Grace & Mark Evans
Andrew Fallas
Karen Farbridge & Peter 

Cameron
Kimberly Farrar
Roger* & Cathy Farwell
Rachel Feeney
Daynica Fisher
Dianna Flannery
Bruce & Cindy Foell and 

Janet Foell
Cathy & Mario Formica
Gary Foster
Heather Fotherby
Kate Fournieur
Alissa Fraser & Chris 

Perry
Cavell & Stan Fraser
Jensen Fraser
Robert Fraser
Allegra Friesen
Anne Fullerton
Donna Galbraith
Krista & Dave Galloway
Jason Galvao
Justin Garcia
Nancy & Steve Garrett
Sheila Gatzos
Theresa & Ryan Geil
John* & Jean Gerrath
Boudewyn F. & Monique 

Gevaert
Chris Gibbons
Charlie Gibbs

Todd Gibbs
Maria Gillespie
Susan Gillespie
Phil & Ava Gillin
Judith Gingrich
Nikki & Stephen Gobbi
Martha Gonder
Jen Gordon
Robert Gossage
Julie Graham & Cedric 

Legare
Peter Graham
Grand River 

Conservation 
Authority

Grand River 
Glassworks

Christopher Grant
Richard Grant
Kayanase Greenhouse
Cheryl Greenwood & 

Steven McMurray
Fred & Janet Greidanus
Dawn Griffin
Maria & Walter Grupp
Guelph Storm Hockey 

Club
Gerald & Marilyn 

Guenther
Judith Gunter
Preston & Heather Gurd
Lucas Haddaway
Kristen Hahn
Nancy Hainsworth & 

Andrew Sieminski
Allison Hall
Karen Hall
Kat Hanna
George & Doris Harper
Fred & Susan Harrison
Lisa Harrison
Sairin Hayes
Elaine Heade
Ajay Heble & Sheila 

O'Reilly
Mark Heffer
Luke Heimpel
James & Janice Hember
Julie Henhoeffer
Marilyn Herriot
Catherine Hertel
Alan Hills
Susan Hind
David Hobson
Eric Hodgins
Michael & Sandra Holden
Laura Hole
Susan Hollidge
Samantha & Daniel 

Holmes
Homer Watson House 

& Gallery
Teri Horgan
Jeff & Chryso Hovis
Joanne Hua
Lindsay Hudson
Madeleine Hughes & Bas 

Eijsink
Michelle Hughes
Morgan Humphrey
Amanda & Andrew 

Humphreys
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Supporters of rare!

Greg Humphreys
Margaret Humphries
Stephanie Hunn Tozer
Amanda Hunter
Nita & Peter Hunton
Holly Hussey
K. Vanessa Hyland
Laurel Imeson
Rehnuma Islam
Douglas & Alison Jackson
Margaret Jackson
Victoria Jackson
Hilda Janzen
Neil & Barbara Jarvis
Taryn Jarvis
Francios Jeamerc
Neil Jensen
Dorothy Johnson
Cassandra Johnston
Harry Jolly
Lauren Jones
Pam Joosse
Kirby Julian
Pat Kalyn
Zach Kasprzyk & 

Kennedy Thompson
Erika Kastner
Susan & Arthur Key
Tasnia Khan
Sarthak Khanduja
Josephine Khu & Brian 

Barron
Amber Kieffer
Julie Kinder
Angela King
Sarah King
Teri King & Dr. Ben L. 

Moffat
Kitchener-Waterloo 

Art Gallery
Stan & Fran Klassen
Marlene & Tom 

Knezevich
Vivike Knutson
Bruce & Carol Koenig
Jerzy Konieczny
Justine Kormann
Larry Kotseff
Evan Krulicki
Karen Krywko
Rajesh Kumar
Linda Kyle
Betty Ladich & Allan Eby
Emily Larochelle
Patricia Lawler
Michael & Louise Lawrie
Jeff Leader & Dana 

Hergott
Jennifer Leat
Lori Leavy
Emma LeCouffe
Bill & Marilyn Leedham
Denise Leschak & Daniel 

Adam
Rex Lingwood
Donna & Arthur Lip
Jed Lippert
Glenn & Libby Little
Raegan Little
Little Fields Farm
David & Dianne Littleton

Dongxia Liu
Jiahao Liu
Caroline Long
Sebastian Lopez Maurino
Keita Lorente
Tammy Lowe
Jane Luce
Binhao Luo
Brian & Nancy 

MacDonald
Julie MacDonald & Ross 

Gibaut
Scott MacDonald
Sherry MacIntyre
Marlene Macnevin
Ajit & Surinder Manku
Manulife
Stephen Manz
Donald Mariasoosay
David & Sharon Marskell
Roy Martin
Dawn Matheson
Harold & Sheila 

Matthews
John Matthews
Walter Mausser
Shannon May
Joanna Mazur
Jamie McDermid
Bob & Paula McDermott
Corinne McGaffey
Roberta McKay
Anne McLagan
Matthew McLelland
Katie McMullen
Michael McTavish & 

Emma Pravish
Carolyn Meili & Aaron 

Senitt
Shannon Mellow
Jocelyn Mennen
Griffith & Adrian Mercer
Christine Meyer
Microsoft
Lewis Miller
Nancy Mills
David & Pip Mitten
Nomathamsanqa 

Mnkandla-Zulu
Glenn & Barb Mockford
Sharron Mollenhauer
Steve & Joan Montague
Margaret Monteiro
Kimberly Morales
Nancy Morrey
Gordon & Susan Morris
Peter Morris
Jack & Jackie Morro
Mohannad Mostafa
John Moyer
Barbara Murfin
Julia Murphy
Claire Mussar
David & Kim Mussar
Kathleen Mussolum
Baxter Naday
Lisa Neu
Aaron & Alyson Neufeld
Craig Newport
Cindy Nguyen
Karen & David Nicoll

John & Jill Nielsen
Emily Nighswander
Kathryn Niklaus
Tomas Nimmo
Murray O'Brien
Jessica O'Connell
John & Valerie Oliver
Tom & Julie Oliver
Hanan Othman
Jenna Paikowsky
Veneeta Paray
Jeremy Parkinson
Kruti Patel
Peter Pautler
Robert & Judith Pavlis
Veronika Pavlova
Jennifer Pedersen
Justin Pedro
Marg Pedro
Vanessa Pejovic 

Photographs
Patricia Penson
Dean & Noreen Peroff
Dayne Perry & Katie 

Allen
Judy Perry
Kevin & Sue Perry
Pavel Petrenko Erenburg
Lauren Pettapiece
Ingrid Pfrimmer
Todd Plea
Madison Pinder
Kayla Piotto
Karen Plante
Play with Clay 

- Cambridge
James Playford
Gail Pool
Power TakeOff
Leanne Prestwich
Janis Price
Princess Cinema
Shannon Purves-Smith
Anne Quin
Mary Ramotar
Scott Ramsay
Elizabeth Ramshaw
Karly Rath
Claudia Raymond Walker
Reep Green Solutions
Adam Reggi
Jessica Reid
Richard & Janice Reiner
Marlene Rheaume
Cheyanne Richardson
Justine Richardson
Peter & Janet Richter
Erin Rideout
Robert Family
Marion & Richard 

Robertson
Kim Robichaud & Ryan 

Hamersma
Dean & Judy Robinson
Bruce Rohr
Clinton & Sandra Rohr
Alex Ross
David & Linda Ross
Heather Ross
Martin Ross

Alyssa Roth & Patrick 
Deacon

Jocelyne Roy
Royal Botanical 

Gardens (RBG)
Margaret Ruck
Ross & Leslie Rud
Karen Rueb
Eric Rumble
Richard & Linda Rush
Jane Ryan
Norm Sailian
Carly Sammut
SAP
Michelle Sauk
Daniel Saunders
Bernie Schaale
Alexander Schied
Caroline Schmah
Bailey Schneider
Denise Scholtz
Tim & Janna Schulz
Jim Schurter
Linda Schurter
Shirley Schuy
Julie Scott
Violet & James Scott
Linda Scott-Foubert
Ken Seiling
Brittany Semenchuk
Evelyn Shantz
Jeff and Kim Shantz
Jessica Sheff
Sabrina Shin-Evans & 

Shelby Evans
Adam Shoalts
Caroline Shung
Madysen Sieben
Marjorie Siertsema
Nancy & Louis Silcox
Moises Silva Salmeron
David Simon
Kate Simon-Hendel
Paul Siwiec
Alexander Skaburskis
Zenin & Janet 

Skomorowski
Kaitlyn Sluys
Katrina & Ian 

Smallacombe
Lauren Smith
Paige Snowdon
Kristofer Sobon
Josh Sparling
Clayton Spencer
Heidi Stadel Kan & Kevin 

Kan
Kelly Stafford
Cynthia Stapells
Donald & Velma Stark
Nathan Stark
Vivian Steel Ireton
Steiner Family
Amanda Stellings
Sarah Stellings
John & Janet Stemerdink
Emma Stevens
Kennedy Stevens
Martha Stevens
Lynda Stewart
Jonathan Stiles

Sheryl Stinson
Jacob Strang
Stratford Festival
Nancy Streuber
Karen Sullivan
Brett Sura
Doug & Jeanne Sutter
Susan & Ron Swail
Meagan Swan & Jason 

Bedford
Peter Swanstrom
Gwen Swick
Linda Sword & John 

Cripton
Sydney Crocket 

Pottery
Jibran Syed
Bart Synowiec
Irene Szabo
Jacek Szubra
Brian & Jill Taylor
Marilyn Temple
Giuseppina Tenti
Meghan Terrell
Nicholas Terwoord
Maulikmihir Thaker
The Bookshelf
The Registry Theatre
THEMUSEUM
Jerome Thomas
Kelly Thomas
Gillian Thompson
Pat Thompson
Keith Tobey
Sandra & Anna Tran
Sue & Norm Trotter
Maria Truchan & 

Myroslaw Tataryn
Heather Turner
United Way Waterloo 

Region Communities  - 
Donor Designated

Amelia Upper
Uptown Waterloo BIA
Marcel Ursprung
Fatima Vadia
Linda Valley
Juliana Van Adrichem
Bart & Connie Van Andel
Paul van Arragon
Kendall Vanderlip
Justyna Varsa
Lindsay Verheul
The Verheuls
Janet Veri
Susanne Vesely
Storme Viggers
Darlene Vincent
Ingrid von Cube
Bruce & Diane Walker
James & Stephanie 

Walker
Eda Wallace & Arin 

Kimmel
Carol Walthers
Yuhua Wang
Waterloo County 

Teachers̀  Choir
Robert Family Fund       

@ WRCF
Ashley Watson
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Supporters of rare!

Laurel Watson
David* & Judi Weaver
Arnie & Tavia Weber
Hugh A. Weltz
Roger Weppler
Laurie Wesseling
West Coast Seeds
Selena Westlake
Esther Wheaton

Bonnie Wheeler & 
Dennis Samulak

Glenn & Marilyn White
Marilyn Wideman
Wild Birds Unlimited
Iris Williams
Paul Williams
Sharon Williams
Katherine Willis
Bill & Heather Wilson

Dorothy & Andy Wilson
Maisy Winn
Josie & Isaac Winterfeld
Marva & Len Wisdom
Ken Wolno & Colette 

Richard-Wolno
Marion & Andrew* 

Woodcock
Sharon Woodley
Katherine Woolley
Laura & Brian Woolley

Words Worth Books
Ming Wu
Yurey Wu
Jianhao Xu
Youth in Recreation 

Fund @ WRCF
Terry & Linda Yuzwak
Genaro Alan Zarza
Carl Zehr & Sandy Chris
Zehrs - Hiway Centre

Zehrs - Kitchener 
Pioneer Park

Zehrs - Stanley Park
Jingqi Zhang
Zhongwei Zhao
Lukasz Zielinski
Nicole Zmija
Mark Zschocke
Tim Zuch
Yvonne Zyma

Bedrock Club Monthly Donors
Keith & Sheila Ainsworth
Brian Allen
Madhur Anand & Chris 

Bauch
Tom Andersen
Ljubodrag Andric, 

Geneviève Caron & 
Cecilia Andric

Cameron Bates
David Beaton
Susan Beuerman
Peter* & Colleen Bisset
Leah Blechschmidt
Chris Bohme
James & Erin Bow
Stephanie Braid
Valerie & Scott Braid
Madison Brook
Elizabeth Brown
John* & Sondra 

Callander
Nancy and Steve 

Campbell
Veronica Chapman
Katrina & Simon Chute
Erin Clark & Andrew 

Cherry
Sara Clark & Scott 

Umbach
Jennifer Clary-Lemon
Sara DeWeerd

Barbara Dixon & Graham 
Arbery

Jess Dixon
Randy Dodd
Aleksandra Dolezal & 

Kevin Visser
James Dougan
Jill Douglas
Easy Pour Wine Bar
Laura Eckhardt
Emily Emptage
Renate Fischer
Jeanie Flanagan & 

Danielle Gelinas
Penny & Peter Forget
Charlie Gibbs
Fraser & Nancy Gibson
Judith Gingrich
Caleb Gingrich Regehr
Robert Gossage
Cheryl Greenwood & 

Steven McMurray
Valerie Hall & Dan 

Brennan
Fred & Susan Harrison
Jackie Hatherly-Martin & 

Keith Martin
Julie Henhoeffer
Georg & Ingrid Hentsch
Larry Hubble
John & G. Elinor Hueton

Amanda & Andrew 
Humphreys

Nita & Peter Hunton
Harry Jolly
Susan & Arthur Key
Teri King & Dr. Ben L. 

Moffat
Marlene & Tom 

Knezevich
Heather Kovacik
Evan Krulicki
Patricia Lawler
Michael & Louise Lawrie
Jeff Leader & Dana 

Hergott
Denise Leschak & Daniel 

Adam
Glenn & Libby Little
Tammy Lowe
Jane Luce
Roy Martin
Jeff Matyas & Tim Tanz
Michael McTavish & 

Emma Pravish
Sharron Mollenhauer
Sebastien Moreau
Nancy Morrey
Laurna Morrissey
Josh & Heather Neufeld
Kathryn Niklaus

Beverley & Hank* 
Nykamp

Susan & Keith O'Neil
Veneeta Paray
Dawn Parker
Lauren Pettapiece
James Playford
Janis Price
Kim & Brad Reger
Julie Reid & Anne Paton
Cheyanne Richardson
Joy Roberts & Douglas 

McMullen
Paul & Rita Ross
Ian & Verlyn Rowett
Carly Sammut
Caroline Schmah
Bailey Schneider
Jonathan Shantz
Jessica Sheff
Barbara Shykoff
Katrina & Ian 

Smallacombe
Dave & Catherine Smith
Stephanie Sobek-Swant
Josh Sparling
Donald & Velma Stark
Martina Steiger
John & Janet Stemerdink
Emma Stevens

Mary Stevens & Fred 
Johnson*

Sheryl Stinson
Susan & Ron Swail
Patricia Huynh & Gabriel 

Tan-Chen
Nicholas Terwoord
Jerome Thomas
Christine Thompson
Anne Tinker & Jim 

Kirchin
Angela Tsementzis & 

Aaron Letki
Amelia Upper
Bart & Connie Van Andel
Paul van Arragon
Carol & Patrick van 

Heeswyck
Lindsay Verheul
Ashley Watson
Byron & Ann Weber 

Becker
Michael & Kathy 

Weissmann
Esther Wheaton
Sharon Woodley
Tanya Zboril
Yvonne Zyma

rare is Proud to Partner with...
Bee City Cambridge
Bird Friendly City 

Kitchener
BugNet, comparative 

study partner 
- international

Cambridge Chamber of 
Commerce

Cambridge Mobilization
Carolinian Canada 

(Pawpaw Parade)

Centre for Land 
Conservation

Ecological Farmers 
Association of Ontario

Entomological Society 
of Ontario Outreach 
Committee

Geater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of 
Commerce

Guelph Bug Day 

Guelph Chamber of 
Commerce

University of Guelph, 
Experience Guelph 

University of Guelph, 
Master of Wildlife 
Biology program PhD 
supervisor Internship 
program

KW Climate 
Collaborative

L'Insectarium de 
Montréal, Mission 
Monarch

North American 
Butterfly Association 
- international

One Seed One 
Community (Seeds of 
Diversity, Preston Idea 
Exchange, Cambridge 
Food Bank)

Ontario Archaeological 
Society

Ontario Land Trust 
Alliance

Ontatio Living Wage 
Network

Ontario Nature
Ontario Nonprofit 

Network
Sustainable Waterloo 

Region
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Corporations for Conservation!
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Thank you, 2024-2025 Corporations for Conservation!
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Leaving a Natural Legacy
By Christine Thompson 
Gifts Manager at rare

A proverb from the 19th century 
states, “Blessed are those who plant 

trees under whose shade they will never 
sit.” This has been the core philosophy of 
rare and its supporters, who have given 
many resources to protect natural lands 
across Waterloo Region and Wellington 
County. We protect the habitats, the 
foliage, the plants and animals, not just 
for ourselves, but for our children and 
our community. At rare, we conduct 
research and run education programs to 
communicate the importance of these 
lands, now and for the future, to ensure 
that these lands will remain protected.

It can be awkward to discuss one’s 
passing, but it is important to establish 
your goals and desires for when the 
moment comes. It’s far better to be 
prepared early than not to be prepared 
at all. If you want to ensure that your 
contributions to nature live on as a 
legacy for future generations, rare has 
several options.

Naming rare as a beneficiary
Bequests

In addition to remembering your 
family members and friends in your 
will, you can also name rare as a direct 
beneficiary of specific assets, a portion of 
your estate or the residue of your estate 

can be given to rare in your name or in 
tribute to someone special in your life. 
Not only does this help build and sustain 
rare for future generations, it can also 
result in significant tax benefits for your 
estate.

Life Insurance

Another way to leave a legacy is to 
donate a new or existing life insurance 
policy to rare. This will allow you to 
make a substantial future contribution 
with a relatively low monthly or yearly 
payment. Another option could be to 
name rare as a beneficiary on an existing 
policy.

RIFF

This applies to donors enrolled in an 
RRSP or a TSFA or who have already 
converted their RRSP to a RIFF. You 
can designate rare as a beneficiary for 
all or a portion of any retirement funds 
remaining at death.

Planting Trees in Memory
In addition to bequests, people can 
follow the proverb to the letter, planting 
a tree on another person’s behalf to 
build a natural legacy. There are few 
better ways to commemorate a friend 
or a loved one who has passed than by 
planting a tree in their honour. These 
living memorials symbolize growth and 
renewal. 

In January 2022, rare launched the 
Forest of Memories initiative, in 
partnership with Lisaard and Innisfree 
Hospice. The Forest of Memories 
allows people to have a tree planted 
in memory of friends and loved ones 
while supporting restoration projects 
on rare lands. It’s important to note 
that while the donations cover the cost 
of individual trees, the trees themselves 
are not the memorial. Instead, it is the 
forest and habitats that these trees build 
together. A sign beside the Grand Allée 
trail near the forest lands lists all those 
honoured in this way. 

Learn More
Including rare in your estate plans 
makes a lasting statement about you and 
your values. By protecting the health of 
the environment and our community, 
we are giving a gift to future generations, 
ensuring public access to natural spaces 
and a healthier, more sustainable world.

The information provided above is a 
generalization and each person’s estate 
may have different needs. We strongly 
recommend that you consult your 
advisor(s) about what works best for you 
in planning for your legacy. You can also 
learn more by contacting Christine at  
christine.thompson@raresites.org who 
would be happy to have a confidential 
discussion on how you would like to 
be remembered g c

"I realized that rare's motto of 'intact in perpetuity' to describe its vision for conservation 
really provided me with the clarity I needed to put my own ultimate vision in place... rare's 
Natural Legacy Society [with a gift in my Will] was just the incentive I needed."

Carmen Evans 
Natural Legacy Society Member

Leaving a Natural Legacy
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2024-2025 Forest of Memories Honourees
Wayne Barnard
Doug & Irene 

Batchelar
Tony & Brigitte 

Bergmeier
Wayne Bradley Sr.
Donna Maureen 

Campbell
Vito Capotorto

Joyce & Noel 
Churchman

Sandra Erhardt
Josef Groh
Tawndee Gruber
Val Haiser
Doris Hauck
James Helsdon
Gilbert Howe
John Jeakins

Dorothy Kast
Patricia Kritz
Jack Kuchma
Rose Kurt
Allan Leppanen
Larry Makinen
Viorica Marco
Barbara Jane 

Marshall
Victor Melo

Aubrey Millard
CJ Moore
Peter Mucha
Rance Oldford
Raymond Ramshaw
Kevin John Reinhart
John Rock
Fred Schartzberg
Katie Sonnenberg
Anne Tassee

Valerie Toth
Cornelius “Cor” 

Vandenheuvel
Valerie Vogen
Margaret 

Walton-Roberts
Brenda Welch

Thank you, 2024-2025 Forest of Memories
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Leadership 
Board of Directors 
Joy Roberts, PhD, Chair of the Board; Musagetes 

Foundation Board Chair
David Agro, Architect, Conservationist
Keith Ainsworth, Electrical Engineer; retired 

CEO, COM DEV International
Madhur Anand, Professor, University of Guelph
Karen Hacker, LL.B., ICD.D.
Brian McGee, Chartered Accountant; Partner, 

Zeifmans & Company LLP
Claire Mussar, B.A. Customer Service and 

Hospitality Specialist, Social Media Manager, 
Environment Enthusiast 

Governance Advisor
David R. Beatty, C.M., OBE, MA, CFA 

International Ambassadors
David Agro (see previous)
Ljubodrag Andric, Photographer
Michael Barnstijn, OC, retired Partner, RIM; 

Philanthropist; Founder, Musagetes Foundation
Kehkashan Basu, Founder, Green Hope 

Foundation
David Buckland, Founder, Cape Farewell 

capefarewell.com; Director of Art from a 
Changing Arctic

Ed Burtynsky, OC; Photographer; Subject of 
award-winning documentary, Manufactured 
Landscapes

Geneviève Caron, Award-winning Photographer
Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Executive Director, David 

Suzuki Foundation
Louise MacCallum,OC, retired Software 

Engineer; Philanthropist; Founder, Musagetes 
Foundation

Gerry Remers, Former President & COO, Christie 
Digital Canada & former co-chair Communitech

Jane Urquhart, OC; Author
Frances Westley, Chair of Social Innovation 

Generation, University of Waterloo

Environmental Advisory Committee 
(EAC)
Justin Gaudon, Policy Advisor, Forest 

Management at Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry

Stephen Murphy, Professor & Associate Chair, 
Undergraduate Studies, Environment & 
Resource Studies, University of Waterloo

Don Russell, Qalipu Mi’kmaq/Acadian French 
Artist

Christopher Watts, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Waterloo

Bill Wilson, retired Teacher; Naturalist
Brett Woodman, Terrestrial & Wetland Biologist, 

Natural Resource Solutions Inc.
Tony Zammit, Aquatic & Terrestrial Ecologist, 

Grand River Conservation Authority

Education Advisory Committee 
(EDAC)
Morrigan Everatt, Graduate Student, Toronto 

Metropolitan University
Lynda McCarthy, Professor, Toronto 

Metropolitan University
Dan Schneider, Outdoor Educator & Naturalist, 

Grand River Conservation Authority, retired
Matthew Suhadolc, U-Turn Diversion Teacher, 

Waterloo Region District School Board 

Eastern Comma Committee
Shawn Van Sluys, Executive Director, Musagetes 

Foundation
Karen Houle, Poet & Philosopher, University of 

Guelph
Elwood Jimmy, Program Coordinator Musagetes 

Foundation

Research Advisory Committee (RAC)
Stephen Murphy (see previous)
Rick Haldenby, Professor, Architecture, 

University of Waterloo
David Lieberman, Associate Professor, John H. 

Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape & 
Design, University of Toronto

John Straube, Associate Professor, Civil & 
Environmental Engineering, University of 
Waterloo 

Community Cabinet
Keith Ainsworth (see previous)
Sheila Ainsworth, Board Member, Lisaard House
John K. Bell, FCPA, FCA; Chairman, The Onbelay 

Group
Greg Buzbuzian, Owner, Knar Jewellery
Rob Connell, Partner, KPMG
John English, CM; FRSC; Director, Bill Graham 

Centre for Contemporary International History, 
Trinity College/Munk School of Global Affairs, 
University of Toronto 

Valerie Hall, retired President, Stonefields 
Management

Jackie Hatherly-Martin, FCPA FCA, SHAD 
Canada, retired 

Thiam Lim, former rare Board Member
Keith Martin, CPA CA, HM Advisors
Douglas McMullen, FCPA, FCA; retired, Sr. V.P. 

CIBC
David Mitten, retired; Executive Director, Siding 

& Window Dealers Association of Canada
Dean Peroff, LLP, Partner, Peroff Professional 

Group
Joy Roberts, (see previous)
Paul Ross, retired Partner, KPMG
Irene Schmidt-Adeney, Writer, Ayr News 
Hugh Thompson, CEO, Thompson Centre for Art 

& Design

Volunteer & Consulting Advisors 
John Baljkas, Graphic design consultant, MFA, 

RGD Affiliate Member, Professor, Conestoga 
College

Ken Dance, President, Dance Environmental Inc.
Valerie Hall (see previous)
Rita Ross, Fundraising consultant

raresites Land Securement Team
Graham Buck, Ministry of Natural Resources & 

Forestry 
Kevin Butt, Nature Guelph
Chris Gosselin, retired Manager of Environmental 

Planning, Region of Waterloo
Lauren Jones, Six Nations of the Grand River
Greg C. Michalenko, Grand River Environmental 

Network
Bill Mungall, retired
Roger Suffling, Waterloo Region Nature 
Tony Zammitt (see previous)

Emeritus
Gerald Achtymichuk, Family Physician, retired
Paul Koch, Marketing & Management Consultant; 

Civic entrepreneur, Ottawa, retired
Peter Krause, President, Krause Corporate 

Solutions
Doug Larson, Professor Emeritus, College of 

Biological Sciences, University of Guelph
Colleen Mercer Clarke, Coastal Ecologist, 

Landscape Architect, University of Waterloo
Alan Morgan, Professor Emeritus, Earth & 

Environmental Sciences, University of Waterloo
Angela Tsementzis, Architect; B.E.S. B.Arch, OAA, 

LEED AP

rare Staff
Stephanie Sobek-Swant, Executive Director
Nancy Campbell, Bookkeeper
Erin Clark, Communications & Community 

Engagement Officer
Laura Eckhardt, Manager, Finance & 

Administration
Amanda Humphreys, Events & Development 

Coordinator 
Taryn Jarvis, Food Security & Facilities 

Coordinator
Lauren Jones, Every Child Outdoors (ECO) 

Program Facilitator
Evan Krulicki, Community Food Growing 

Assistant
Spencer Martin, Organic Farm Food Equity 

Steward
Michael McTavish, Conservation Scientist 
Candace Park, Community Conservation 

Coordinator
Kim Robichaud, Administrative Coordinator
Jack Robinson, Wildlife & Habitat Intern
Rosalind Snyder, Conservation Technician
Istafa Sufi, Senior Educator
Christine Thompson, Gifts Manager
Tom Woodcock, Planning Ecologist 

Contact Us
rare Charitable Research Reserve 
1679 Blair Road Cambridge, ON N3H 4R8 
Phone: 519-650-9336 
Toll Free: 1-866-927-3866
Charitable Registration #: 8776 15914 RR0001
donate to rare at raresites.org/donate

Trillium (Trillium grandiflorum) at rare . Photo by Peter Kelly
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Flowers & the Thompson Tract.
Photo by Devon Crowell rare Review   27  



2026 Spring/Summer Review

Male American Rubyspot Damselfly (Hetaerina americana)
Photo by Jeff Moser & Jeanette Dillon


