
We’ve been using StackCT for takeoffs, but on larger projects, it would take us 
close to a week just to get everything done and ready for bidding. That kind of 

turnaround slows us down and limits how many jobs we can go after.

Beam AI vs. StackCT: Key Differences

No More Manual Takeoffs

Beam AI automates takeoff calculations, so estimators don’t 
have to trace edges, lines, or surfaces manually. Save 90% of 
your time and focus on winning more bids.

Bid More Without Extra Effort

Unlike StackCT; Beam AI enables multiple takeoffs to run in 
parallel, helping you send 2X more bids without adding to 
your workload.

Effortless Addenda Handling

Beam AI auto-detects new quantities and spec changes, so 
you stay accurate without sifting through hundreds of sheets. 
No manual note-checking—AI does it for you.
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Features

100% automated takeoffs

Built-in quality checks on 

takeoffs

Cloud-based software

Auto-detected changes in 

addenda/ revisions

Collaboration with team


members

No need to read through 

100s of plan sheets

Takeoffs for multiple key 

trades

Manual estimate creation

Customer Support

Bid tracking capabilities

Unlimited users

Automated detection of specs

Communication with 

stakeholders via shareable 

link for takeoffs

Automated discrepancy 

detection

Beam AI

Bid ready, AI-based takeoff 

outputs

Every takeoff is reviewed by a 

human QA team

Fully browser-based; no 

downloads or device 

restrictions

Auto-detects changes and 

generates a variance report

Cloud-based software with 

multiple member access, 

giving easy collaboration 

between key stakeholders

Beam AI reads all sheets, 

elevations, and specs 

automatically

100% automated takeoffs for 

multiple trades, no manual 

effort required

Provides ready-to-use Excel 

outputs to plug into your 

estimating workflow

Dedicated team for your 

account, resolving all queries 

proactively

Provides a bid board that 

connects to your takeoffs 

seamlessly - helping you keep 

track of all essentials in 1 

place

Add as many team members 

as you need at no extra cost

Reads plans/specs and 

extracts quantities 

automatically

Send live, interactive takeoff 

links to clients and internal 

teams

Automatically flags any 

measurement discrepancies in 

plans

Stack

Provides AI tools (e.g., auto-

count) to speed up takeoffs, 

but is a user-input-driven 

software platform.

No human QA included; 

accuracy depends on user 

expertise and internal reviews

Yes, you can access the 

software from anywhere 

through a browser

Provides plan overlay and 

comparison tools for manual 

change identification

Yes, teams can collaborate in 

real time on plans and 

projects

Users must navigate plans, but 

features like auto-

hyperlinking and OCR aid 

rapid navigation

Covers all key trades, but 

requires manual setup

User builds estimates within 

the platform, linking takeoff 

data to a bill of materials and 

exporting to Excel

Offers customer support only 

during business hours only

Yes, does provide bid tracking 

capabilities

Stack charges per user seat, 

increasing cost as teams grow

Can extract some quantities 

from plans; doesn't offer spec 

parsing

Yes, STACK supports project 

access sharing with 

stakeholders.

Discrepancies must be found 

manually

Beam AI vs StackCT: Detailed Side-by-side Comparison



1200+ businesses across 
the U.S. & Canada

Trust Beam AI to automate their 
takeoffs and win more bids.

Book a demo

Save 90% of Your Time

Bid on 2X  More Projects

Get Smart Auto-Detection

Beam AI handles your takeoffs, freeing up 90% of your time so you can 
focus on strategic bidding and higher-value tasks.

Automate takeoffs and run multiple jobs simultaneously, allowing you to 
submit 2X more bids without increasing workload.

Beam AI automatically detects spec details, keyed notes, and changes 
across addenda—so you don’t have to spend hours reading through 
hundreds of sheets.

All trademarks and brand names mentioned herein are the property of their respective owners and are used for identification purposes only. This comparison 

document is for educational purposes only, and buyers are encouraged to conduct their own research and make independent purchasing decisions.

https://www.ibeam.ai/schedule-a-demo

