
History of ROSC in Illinois 

 

2002: Connecticut became the first state behavioral health authority to adopt a 

commissioner’s policy on promoting a recovery-oriented system of care. 

2010: SAMHSA came out with its own definition of a recovery-oriented system of 

care: “a coordinated network of community-based services and supports that is 

person-centered and builds on the strengths and resiliencies of individuals, 

families, and communities to achieve improved health, wellness, and quality of life 

for those with or at risk for mental health and substance use problems.” 

Over the next decade a great deal of research was done to support the notion that 

recovery is not just an “individual undertaking”. The support provided to human 

beings matter for their recovery. A person cannot will themselves to have a sense 

of belonging to a community; that is shown by how others treat the person. 

2018: ROSC in Illinois started very small with 6 ROSC Councils covering 8 counties 

and was born of an idea that Recovery Happens in Communities and communities 

needed to work for change. 

Present: There are currently 47 individual ROSC Councils serving over half of the 

counties in Illinois. 

 


