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Lexington’s Evolving 
Fundraising Landscape
Known as the Horse Capital of the World, Lexington, KY boasts a strong sense of 
community, a robust nonprofit sector, and a donor base deeply invested in local 
impact. As nonprofits prepare for 2025, fundraising events remain a critical 
strategy—but with rising costs, changing donor expectations, and a more 
competitive giving environment, innovation is key.
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Key Event Trends in Lexington 
for 2025

Hybrid events are stabilizing.

While virtual-only events have declined, hybrid 
models (in-person with livestream or online components) 
are becoming the norm to engage wider audiences, 
especially younger and out-of-state donors.

Experiential fundraising is gaining traction.

Horse farm tours, bourbon tastings, and immersive gala 
experiences are popular, driving higher average per-
attendee donations ($275–$450) compared to 
traditional dinners.

Rising costs are impacting ROI.

Venue rental fees have increased 8-12% since 2022, 
while catering costs are up 10-15%, squeezing net 
returns unless sponsorships or ticket prices adjust.
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Silent auctions are declining in effectiveness.

Nonprofits report lower bidding participation, with 
many donors preferring raffles, impact pledges, or 
direct giving opportunities.

Peer-to-peer event fundraising is underutilized.

Less than 20% of Lexington nonprofits run peer-to-peer 
campaigns alongside events, despite national data 
showing P2P drives 35% more net revenue for similar 
event types.
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Winning Event Ideas for 
Lexington Nonprofits

Bourbon & 
Benevolence Gala

Partner with local distilleries for exclusive 
tastings and bottle auctions to attract 
major donors.

Horse Farm 
Experience Day

Offer behind-the-scenes tours, equine 
therapy demonstrations, or riding 
experiences, ideal for corporate partners 
and family donors.

Bluegrass & BBQ 
Festival

Host a casual outdoor fundraiser featuring 
local bluegrass bands and BBQ vendors, 
increasing accessibility and community 
participation.

Impact Breakfast 
with Mission Tours

Combine a short breakfast event with a 
guided mission tour for major gift prospects, 
emphasizing transparency and 
organizational impact.

Peer-to-Peer 
Fitness 
Challenges

5Ks, walkathons, or CrossFit challenges 
with individual fundraising pages broaden 
your reach while keeping event costs 
lower.
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Average Event Costs in 
Lexington (2025)

Venue Rental (mid-sized)

Catering (per person)

Audio/Visual & Tech

Decor & Design

Entertainment (bands, speakers)

Marketing & Promotion

 $2,500 – $6,000

$35 – $85

$1,500 – $4,500

$800 – $3,500

$1,200 – $5,000

$500 – $2,500

Pro Tip: Always allocate 10–15% of your event budget to marketing 
and promotion to maximize ticket sales and RSVPs.
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Best Practices for Event Success

Start planning at least 6 months in advance for galas 
and large events.

Secure multi-year sponsors to offset rising costs.

Leverage paid social ads to boost registrations, 
particularly targeting prior attendees and lookalike donors.

Incorporate mission moments or client testimonials to 
drive giving.

Follow up within 48 hours to thank attendees and invite 
ongoing engagement.
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Final Thoughts

Lexington nonprofits have a powerful opportunity to deepen donor relationships 
through memorable, mission-driven events. By focusing on innovative 
experiences, strategic promotion, and cost management, organizations can 
ensure their 2025 events deliver maximum fundraising impact.

Book a Free Fundraising Event 
Strategy Session Today to:

Review your event portfolio and net revenue performance

Identify cost-saving and revenue-maximizing opportunities

Develop a creative, mission-driven event calendar for 2025

Schedule now

https://calendly.com/giancarlo-goharness/15?utm_source=Report&utm_medium=FundraisingEvents&month=2025-07



