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When to Start Planning for Giving 

Season in Nashville
The nonprofits that succeed start early — ideally late summer.

August – 

September

Build strategy, gather donor stories, secure 

sponsorships, and line up local music/

entertainment tie-ins.

October
Launch teaser campaigns and start faith-

based or school-driven giving efforts.

November –

December

Focus on Giving Tuesday, holiday drives, 

concerts, and year-end appeals.

Nashville donors are heavily influenced by community events, concerts, and 

church campaigns, so aligning to those calendars is crucial.
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Resourcing for Giving Season
To maximize giving potential in Nashville:

Volunteers

Tap into music community 

volunteers, college students, 

and church groups.

Technology

Invest in peer-to-peer 

platforms, event ticketing with 

donation add-ons, and mobile-

friendly giving tools.

Staffing

Assign campaign owners for 

donor relations, digital 

communications, and event 

management.

Partnerships

Healthcare systems (HCA, 

Vanderbilt), financial 

institutions, and music industry 

companies often provide 

matching gifts or sponsorships 

during this season.
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Key Fundraising Initiatives That 

Work in Nashville
Nashville donors respond best to causes that tie to community identity:

Food Security & Housing: Hands 

On Nashville, Second Harvest, 

and Room in the Inn lead strong 

holiday campaigns.

Animal Welfare: Humane 

associations and pet 

adoption programs remain 

popular with families.

Faith-Based Campaigns: 

Holiday gift and meal drives 

organized through churches.

Youth Development & Education: 

Mentoring, after-school, and 

college readiness programs 

resonate deeply.

Music & Arts: Benefit concerts, 

songwriter rounds, and holiday 

performances supporting 

nonprofits.

Healthcare & Wellness: 

Vanderbilt and HCA-affiliated 

nonprofits draw strong year-end 

support.
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Examples of Successful Fall/

Winter Campaigns

1
Hands On Nashville: Annual holiday volunteer + 

fundraising drives for community projects.

2
Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle Tennessee: 

Holiday meal campaigns with strong donor matching.

3
Room in the Inn: Winter shelter initiatives with 

faith-based partners.

4
Musicians On Call: Holiday concerts in hospitals 

supported by donor contributions.

5
United Way of Greater Nashville: Year-end giving 

challenges tied to corporate matches.

6
Frist Art Museum & Nashville Symphony: Seasonal arts 

campaigns paired with holiday events.

7
Nashville Humane Association: “Home for the Holidays” 

adoption + fundraising campaign.

8 Faith congregations: Annual toy and food drives citywide.
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“Music City Giving Tuesday”:

Collaborate with local artists for a 

joint fundraising event.

Faith-based giving drives: 

Partner with churches for coat, 

food, and toy collections.

Healthcare matches:

Partner with HCA or Vanderbilt for 

corporate match days.
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https://www.goharness.com/
https://calendly.com/giancarlo-goharness/15?utm_source=Report&utm_medium=YearEnd&month=2025-09



