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Every year, we 
reflect on where 
we’ve been - and 

where we’re going. 
This year feels 

different...

We believe our 
members deserved the 
same opportunities as 

anyone in big cities: 
access to fast, 

reliable internet for 
education, healthcare, 

business, and 
connection.

Along with Safety Crow, our Senior Staff are leading the charge...
...ensuring we’re safe and keeping our members powered & connected.

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE!

...we’ve remained focused on our core mission: delivering safe, 
reliable, and affordable power.

Our employees continue to go above and beyond-keeping the 
lights on, maintaining our system, and serving our members 
with dedication. Ongoing employee training and safety 
programs reinforce a strong culture of safety.

looking out for each other makes powerfully good sense. 
That’s why we created A sharp-eyed feathered friend, Safety Crow, the only 

bird we know who reads warning labels for fun. He proudly represents DMEA, 
where safety isn’t just a suggestion, it’s our most important core value.

nine years ago, we made a bold decision to invest 
in fiber internet. Not because it was easy-but 
because our members Needed and asked for it.

This report is a snapshot of that work. 
Behind every number is a story—of 
service, resilience, and community.

Today, Elevate is nearly completed with its fiber 
network build out, providing fiber-fast speeds 
across our service territory and beyond. That's 
not just infrastructure--it's opportunity.

And maybe… a few 
mysteries finally revealed... ... Thank you for being 

part of this adventure. 
Read on to discover the 
epic year we’ve had and 
join us for the journey 

ahead!
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DAMON LOCKHART
District 6

RYAN SEDGELEY
District 1

JACOB GRAY 
District 3, Secretary/Treasurer

KEVIN WILLIAMS
District 5, Vice-President

ENNO HEUSCHER
District 7

KEN NORRIS
South Region

STACIA CANNON
North Region, Board President

EMILY SANCHEZ
District 4

STEVE METHENY
District 2, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

BACK
ROW:

FRONT
ROW:

THE LEAGUE OF LEADERS
Your DMEA Board of directors

Every good
mission has  a great TEAM... and 

here are just a few of the Pros in
DMEA’s brigade.

Solar 
Partnership
One of the most 
exciting 
achievements this 
year was Garnet Mesa 
Solar coming online in 
Delta County. This 
large-scale, 380-acre project 
stands as one of Colorado’s 
leading agrivoltaics installations, 
pairing renewable energy production 
with agricultural use. The site is 
expected to generate more than 200,000 
MWh annually, with over a third supporting 
DMEA members through our power 
agreement. It also serves as winter grazing land 
for 1,300 sheep—demonstrating how energy 
innovation and local heritage can work hand in hand. 

Fiscal 
Guardianship

Providing safe 
and reliable 

electric service 
requires thoughtful 

financial stewardship. 
This year, DMEA made the 

di�cult but necessary decision 
to adjust rates in response to 
rising costs for materials, 

infrastructure, and ongoing system 
maintenance. 

In 2025
Last year, we 

strengthened 
safety and system 

reliability through 
proactive 

maintenance, technology 
upgrades, and wildfire 

mitigation. We expanded the 
use of advanced grid monitoring 

tools and enhanced seasonal 
operating practices to reduce wildfire 

ignition potential. 

In the future 
In 2026, we’ll 

expand these 
e�orts to harden 

against outages 
during extreme 
weather, protect 

members’ investments, 
and fortify the safety of 
members and employees. 

With Appreciation & Anticipation,

This milestone reflects the 
superpower of collaboration, 
made possible through 
partnerships with Alluvial 
Power, Guzman Energy, 
and Delta County. This is 
a meaningful step 
forward in increasing 
locally sourced 
renewable 
energy.

We recognize our responsibility to serve 
members by working to keep bills as 

low as possible. We understand 
that any increase has an impact 

on our members, and we 
remain committed to 

managing costs 
responsibly while 

continuing to 
deliver the 

dependable 
service you 

expect. 

STACIA CANNON
North Region, 

Board President

150
Budgeted
Employees

6 System
Operators

2 System designers
2 Engineers (P.E.)

9 
Vegetation
managers

11
Finance &

Billing Staff

25 total 

linemen

THE YEAR BEHIND, THE YEAR AHEAD
A message from the Board President Stacia Cannon

Dear Members,
As we reflect on the past year, 

we are reminded of the super-strength of our cooperative and 
the communities we serve. Together, we have navigated challenges, 
celebrated milestones, and continued to invest in the systems and 
services that power daily life across our region. Your support and 

engagement make this progress possible. As we look ahead to 2026, we 
remain focused on delivering safe, reliable, a�ordable energy 

and expanding opportunities that benefit our members 
for years to come...
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It’s monitoring
planning… and a lot of 

maintenance.

Keeping the power on isn’t magic…

Meanwhile in a neighborhood nearby…

Storms happen. 
Outages happen. 

But we are getting
your power on 

quickly and safely.

Trees are great.
I live in one!

But if they grow 
through lines, they 
threaten reliability 

and safety.every single pole 
needs attention. 
No exceptions.

3,530 Trees 
trimmed

7,840 feet
of brush
removed

3,473 total 
Miles of

Line

1,732 miles of
Overhead

3,415 Trees 
removed

System Scale

Vegetation
Poles

552,034 

MW sold

Local Hydro 
Generation

38,727,388 kWh

Local solar 
generation
48,061,312 

kWh

Safety & ReliabilityGUARDIANS OF THE GRID
Operations & Engineering

41,016 total 
poles

Total
Net metered accounts:

2,253

 

New net metered 
accounts:

123  

 
 

Total 
Meters:
37,445 New 

Meters:
321

 Meter 
breakdown

33,144
residential

irrigationMunicipal

201

59

25
43

Street
Lighting

Large
commercial

  3,973 
small 

commercial
  Other Meters

I’m lucky to have a birds-eye-view of this 
system. It’s bigger than it looks!

Average annual minutes
without power:

115.5 minutes/member

New system
designs:

574

1,588 miles of 
Underground

153 miles of
Transmission lines

5,138 poles 
inspected 709

poles SET

108,794 kW
Peak Demand 

ENERGY MIX 

15%

85%

Local Renewables

Guzman
(including Garnet Mesa Solar)

Lost Time 
Injuries: 1

Total Net
metered capacity:

16,832 kW 

New net metered
capacity:

1,113 kW  
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DELTA COUNTY

Delta
Crawford

Hotchkiss

PaoniaCedaredge

North Region

District 
6

District 
7

District 
3

District 3

MONTROSE
COUNTY

Olathe

Montrose

Cimarron

South Region
District 

2

District 
5

District
 1

District 
4

The co-op buys a portion of an adjacent for-profit electric 
company’s territory and adds 10,000 members and 730 miles of 
line. Name changes to Delta-Montrose Electric Association (DMEA).

May 1975

Alluvial Power’s Garnet Mesa Solar array comes 
online, bringing more local, renewable generation.

THROUGH SPACE & TIME...

March
2020
COVID-19 pandemic 
closes schools and 
businesses; Elevate 
connects 300+ 
students to 1 Gig 
internet for remote 
learning.

July 2024
Elevate connects its 
15,000th customer.

Elevate launches 
Mulit-Gig internet 
for homes and 
businesses.

August
2022

TDS customers join the Elevate 
Family through acquisition.

April 2025

Elevate connects its 
first customer.

September 
2016Elevate is 

established.June 2016

DMEA Board 
votes 
unanimously to 
build a fiber  
internet 
company, later 
to be named 
Elevate.

2015

DMEA exits 
Tri-State & inks 

new wholesale power supply contract with Guzman 
Energy to reduce costs, stabilize rates, and 
increase local renewable energy.

 July 2020

2025

Tri-State acquires 
Colorado Ute's 
assets and DMEA 
becomes a member 
of the generation 
and transmission 
cooperative. 

1992

The co-op provides 
energy to its first 
members, 250 
homes near Pea 
Green, CO.

1939

DMEA invests 
in advanced 
meters to 
improve 

operational 
efficiency. 

2010

Colorado-Ute Electric 
Association’s first-

generation plant begins producing power 
for rural co-ops.

1941

Western Colorado Power Company is bought by three rural 
electric co-ops: Delta-Montrose Electric Association, San 
Miguel Power, and LaPlata Electric. Electricity  is supplied 
by the Colorado-Ute Electric Association based in Montrose. 

1975

1938
Delta-Montrose 
Rural Power Lines 
Association is 
incorporated.

DMEA Milestone

Elevate Milestone
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THE MONEY MISSION
Finance and Accounting

Wholesale
power costs: 

$39,211,949

Internet
revenue:

$18,257,685

Electric
revenue:

$70,489,777

$91,546,348$95,372,096
INCOME EXPENSES

Avg. monthly 
residential energy bill: 

$106.94

Interest
$5,664,884

Depreciation & Amortization
$14,512,480

Operating Expenses
$32,653,095

Cost of Power
$39,206,445

Other Charges & Credits
-$490,556

Large Commercial
$9,964,777

Small Commercial
$17,303,271

Residential
$42,325,929

Telecom Services
$18,257,685

Other
$6,624,634

Street Lighting,  Municipal,& Irrigation
$895,800

DMEA controllable 
expenses per

consumer: 

$571
Avg. monthly

residential energy use: 

718 kWh

Electric
Operating margins: 

$3,335,192

Capital credits retired: 

$353,558 That’s
Member
Money!

Gigfoot? Caw!
We have Capital Credits for you. 

I know you're out there!

Description Amount

ASSETS
Total Utility Plant ................................................................................... $407,747,639

Accumulated Depreciation ....................................................................  (150,131,062)

Net Utility Plant ..................................................................................  257,616,577 

Investments in Associated Organizations ......................................................... 7,274,184

Cash and Temporary Investments .....................................................................  7,015,896 

Total Cash and Investments ............................................................................. 14,290,080

Accounts Receivable, Net  ............................................................................... 14,666,770 

Material and Supplies .................................................................................... 7,569,279

Other Current Assets and Deferred Debits ..................................................... 1,521,021

Other Assets .................................................................................................. 815,227

Total Other Assets .........................................................................................  24,572,297

Total Assets ........................................................... $296,478,954

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable ............................................................................................ $8,819,558

Accrued Taxes and Other Liabilities ................................................................ 5,857,808

Other Deferred Credits .................................................................................. 58,409,695

Line of Credit ................................................................................................. 4,000,000

Current Maturities of Long-Term Debt ............................................................ 8,123,918

Total Current and Other Liabilities ................................................................. 85,210,979

Long-Term Debt ...............................................................................................  138,039,241

MEMBERS' EQUITY
Patronage Capital ........................................................................................... $68,065,488

Other Equities  ............................................................................................... 5,163,246

Total Members’ Equity  .................................................................................... 73,228,734

Total Liabilities and Members' Equity ...........................  $296,478,954

Consolidated Balance Sheet
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CAW! It’s Time for the 
Youth Tour! Your trip to 

Washington, D.C., all paid 
for thanks to unclaimed 

capital credits from 
DMEA.

This isn’t just sightseeing. 
It’s inspiration. It’s a chance 
to  discover a path we never 

imagined and meet new 
friends--For life!

Oh, that’s today!

Yawn...Youth Tour?

Whoa! Washington, D.C. 
Monuments. History. Everywhere. 

Planes. Airports. Bus rides...

....Then—BOOM! I’M Laughing 
and meeting new friends. it felt like a field trip on steroids. 

we met the people behind the co-ops.  The policy-makers. The cooperatives 
helping cooperatives. they help Co-ops like DMEA who serve their communities.

Suddenly, it clicked. Co-ops aren’t just about electricity—they’re about people.  Those unclaimed capital 
credits? They come back into communities. Into opportunities. To students like me. 

And to think, I could’ve slept 
through my alarm and missed it!

87
ACSI Score

Community Relations
TODAY'S BRIGHTER TOMORROW

From Western Colorado to the Capitol...

 

55,080
Phone calls
answered

$100,000
in Scholarships

14,514
Email responses

$9,265
Crisis Fund
Distributions

$129,430
unclaimed capital

credit Distributions

21
Scholarship
recipients

6,700 
Members enrolled in 

Operation Round
Up

13
Customer Service
team members

29,975
SmartHub accounts

American 
Customer 

Satisfaction Index

(Average Co-op 
score: 78)

$46,900
Elevate community

giving

$46,280
DMEA community giving

OPERATION
ROUND

UP$50,466
Operation Round Up 

Distributions
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Every
time we finish a fiber zone… 

someone leaves giant
 footprints.

I KNEW IT!
 

We’ve built 
thousands of miles of fiber, 

and you’ve been here the WHOLE 
time helping? 

Wow! 
You’ve worked hard for a long 

time behind the scenes, Buddy! Now 
it’s time for some recognition.

GIGFOOT REVEALED!
Elevate internet

3,604
Elevate IQ users 
(app adoption) 

2,466
total Miles

of Fiber314
Miles of Fiber
built in 2025

10
New Zones built

in 2025$59,582,370
in grants awarded

as of 2025

4
Years voted

 Best in the Valley &
Best in Delta County

18,000+
internet

customers

A mysterious creature has been spotted around fiber construction sites.

MEET GIGFOOT:MEET GIGFOOT:
Longtime local legend seeking meaningful connection… 
preferably fiber-powered. 

For years, he was the mysterious blur in your trail cam, the fuzzy photobomb in 
your family hike selfies, and the reason your dog barked at the trees. Now, he’s 
ready to meet you!

Hobbies:
• Long hikes in the woods
• Hiding in caves
• Gaming like a smurf

Strengths: 
• Fast. Just... Fast.
• Reliable and Committed to 

Elevate customers 

Favorite food: 
• Cheese balls 

(Can consume over 100 
in one sitting!)

Dislikes: 
• Lag and Buffering
• Blurry photos (we can 

do better now, people)

April 2025
TDS customers

join the Elevate family
through aquisition

Net Promoter
Scores range from 

-100 to 100, 
with Large national Internet 

companies averaging a 
score of -30. 

72
Net Promoter

Score
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