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Say Instead of
Person who uses drugs Drug abuser
Person with a substance use disorder Addict or junkie
Person with an alcohol use disorder Alcoholic
Person with a mental illness Mentally ill

Person arrested for a drug violation

Drug offender

Person in recovery

Ex-addict

Resumed or experienced a recurrence

Lapse/relapse

Maintained recovery

Stayed clean

Substance use

Substance misuse/abuse

Living with an addiction

Suffering from/battling addiction

Positive/negative drug screen

Clean/dirty drug screen
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