
  

    

  HOUSING DOCUMENTATION 

 

Many people who are in early recovery may have trouble getting the required documentation for 

housing, such as Social Security Card and identification card. They may not have these documents 

because of homelessness or incarceration. Below you will find the steps that need to be taken to 

help obtain these necessary documents. 

Social Security Card 

For a replacement card you will need to: 

• Make an application online or in person 

• Proof of citizenship and identity 

To establish citizenship, you will need an original U.S. birth certificate or a U.S. passport. Birth 

certificates can be obtained from the state where the birth occurred. Here is the link for Illinois birth 

certificates. 

Qualified Identification 

To establish identity, you will need a current (not expired) document that shows: 

• Your name 

• Identifying information (date of birth or age) 

• Preferably a recent photograph 

Example documents include U.S. driver’s license, state-issued non-driver identification card or U.S. 

passport. These can often be obtained through local health departments. 

Other Documents 

If you do not have one of the above documents or you cannot get a replacement for one of them, 

other documents can be used. Any other documents submitted must be current (not expired) and 

show: 

• Your name 

• Identifying information (date of birth or age) 

• Preferably a recent photograph 

Some examples of these may be an employee identification card, a school identification card, a 

health insurance card (not a Medicare card), or a U.S. military identification card. 

 

 

 

https://www.ssa.gov/number-card/replace-card
https://www.ssa.gov/locator
https://www.usbirthcertificates.com/illinois?utm_campaign=Birth_State_usbirth&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=%7bcampaign%7d&utm_term=get%20birth%20certificate%20illinois&utm_content=803340084444&utm_adgroup=198701583007&utm_network=g&utm_device=c&utm_devicemodel=&utm_matchtype=b&utm_loc_physical_ms=9022300&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23713591172&gbraid=0AAAABCGX1NFmzkFnwHhpPfCr-i-EZ1flu&gclid=CjwKCAjw2rrQBhBuEiwAarLWHdh87xICC8EoszYRRH2msiy3TBJaO93CJwvMKjBaLIhRSyHzFmIYZxoCnVoQAvD_BwE
https://www.usbirthcertificates.com/illinois?utm_campaign=Birth_State_usbirth&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=%7bcampaign%7d&utm_term=get%20birth%20certificate%20illinois&utm_content=803340084444&utm_adgroup=198701583007&utm_network=g&utm_device=c&utm_devicemodel=&utm_matchtype=b&utm_loc_physical_ms=9022300&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23713591172&gbraid=0AAAABCGX1NFmzkFnwHhpPfCr-i-EZ1flu&gclid=CjwKCAjw2rrQBhBuEiwAarLWHdh87xICC8EoszYRRH2msiy3TBJaO93CJwvMKjBaLIhRSyHzFmIYZxoCnVoQAvD_BwE


  

    

State Identification (ID) Card 

A State ID card can be used to prove identity and help with getting housing, jobs, and other 

identity documents. The information below about State ID cards is specific to Illinois. Other states 

will likely have a similar process and required documentation. Check with your specific state to be 

sure of any requirements. 

To get a State ID card in Illinois, you need: 

• To visit a Secretary of State facility  

• Show required identification documents 

• Have your photo taken 

• Pay any required fees 

The required documents needed must show: 

• Written signature 

• Date of birth 

• Social Security number 

• Residency 

A full list of acceptable documents showing the above requirements can be found here. 

 

A person who is unhoused will qualify for a no fee ID card. Proof of legal name, date of birth, social 

security number, and signature is still required. The individual must also bring a completed 

Homeless Status Certification. To learn more about program qualifications click here. 

People who are incarcerated in Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) may be issued a no fee 

identification card prior to their release. Applicants must work directly with IDOC to gather the 

required documents, including proof of date of birth and social security number. IDOC then gives 

the state ID card to the individual upon release. To learn more about this program click here. 

 

 

For more resources, visit the Chestnut Health Systems Toolkit. 

 

 

 

https://apps.ilsos.gov/facilityfinder/facility
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/drivers/basicfees.html
https://www.ilsos.gov/content/dam/publications/pdf_publications/Acceptable%20Identification/dsd_x173.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/content/dam/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_a230.pdf
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/drivers/drivers-license/drlicid.html#homeless
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/drivers/drivers-license/drlicid.html#idoc
https://www.coalitionsupport.org/toolkits/recovery-housing-toolkit

