Fabric of Campus Fibre Garden and
FLEET Mobile Artist Studio
Open Call for

This Open Call invites the UBC community—including students, staff, researchers,
departments, residents, partners, and beyond—to submit proposals to engage
with the Fabric of Campus Fibre Garden and/or FLEET Mobile Artist Studio. This
unique public space is a dynamic research and learning site where textiles, agri-
culture, traditional land practices, and creative practice intersect. We are seeking
creative and/or community-engaged proposals to activate the space with urban
agriculture and land-based activities, slow fashion and sustainable textile prac-
tices, public space innovation, knowledge exchange, and interdisciplinary experi-
mentation.

The Vision: A Green Space for Art, Research, and Community Engagement
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Artists’ Projects.



https://livinglabs.ubc.ca/projects/fabric-campus-fibre-garden
https://www.fleetstudios.org
https://livinglabs.ubc.ca/news-and-events/campus-living-lab-cll-fund-competition-eight-recipients-share-500k-funding
http://UBC Campus + Community Planning
http://UBC Campus + Community Planning
https://ahva.ubc.ca
https://ahva.ubc.ca
https://othersights.ca
https://othersights.ca

FLEET and the Fibre Garden — Specifications, Possibilities, Plans

The Fibre Garden and FLEET Mobile Studio will be at UBC’s Point Grey (Vancouver) Campus,
on unceded, ancestral x"mabk“ayam (Musqueam) territory, from May 2026 through at least
April 2028. The site is located off the University Blvd. trolley-bus loop, between the Gordon
B. Shrum and Wesbrook buildings. Selected projects can begin as early as July 2026.

POSSIBLE ACTIVATIONS

This is an open call for research, creation, and knowledge-sharing activities. The combination
of the FLEET Mobile Artist Studio, the Fibre Garden research plots, and the open green space
offers a rare opportunity to produce fibres and other research in public green space, and to
ground artistic work in the rhythms of the land and in campus life. Applicants are welcome
to propose to activate a combination of the Fibre Garden, the FLEET Mobile studio, and the
surrounding meadow space—or focus on one of these. Possible activations could be:
SHORT TERM OR INTERMITTENT (a couple days to a couple weeks) — community work-
shops, temporary art projects; screenings, exhibitions, lecture series...

SEASONAL (one to a few months) — artist residencies, seasonal garden use, field tests...
LONG TERM (up to a year or more) — urban agriculture and other research projects, long-
term temporary public art or architecture installations, land art...

FIBRE GARDEN PROJECTS will look at how agricultural systems and traditional ecological
practices can integrate into our daily lives and urban green spaces. Faculty, community, and
student-led research projects and workshops will
focus on producing fibres from mostly native and
pre-colonial fibre plants, furthering decolonial direc-
tions and research on sustainability in textiles led by
the Slow Fashion: Circular Textiles, Sustainable Fibre
research cluster.

» Current fibre and dye plants planned for the
research plots include quantities of fibre flax and
smaller amounts of stinging nettle, dogbane, and
milkweed. Proposals could include working with
these existing plants.

* A number of 2 x 5 m community plots, a few larg
er 4 x 6 m research plots, and informal areas in
the meadow area of the garden are possible sites
for agriculture proposals, e.g. in traditional eco- i
logical practices and urban agriculture.

* The Slow Fashion research cluster is open to
workshop proposals for Slow Fashion Season.

ART AND ACTIVITIES IN PUBLIC GREEN SPACE

are an important component of this site for experi-

ential learning. Students will build public furniture

for the site, which includes meadows surrounded by

pedestrian walkways.

*  We welcome additional proposals for public and
green space activation.



https://slowfashion.ubc.ca
https://slowfashion.ubc.ca

THE FLEET MOBILE STUDIO is one unit of an innovative
public art project launched in 2019 by Other Sights for Artists’
Projects, a non-profit arts organization dedicated to presenting
art in public space. FLEET emerged as a response to the critical
loss of Vancouver artist studio spaces, and includes multiple
mobile artist studios designed to respond nimbly to needs for
cultural space across the region. Artist residencies, concerts,
exhibitions, community gatherings, and workshops have all
been presented at FLEET’s previous locations. The FLEET studio:
is about 240 sq.ft. (30 x 8 ft) on a trailer, with patio doors
opening onto a 4'9” deep porch.
* is powered by a portable solar power station. Users must be
mindful of power use.
* has foldable desk, chairs, and storage space. - -
* has no running water or toilet in the studio; guests will need to use nearby facilities.
* administrative and programming support is provided by Other Sights.

Explore partnership, propose a project, or rent the space

The program for the Fibre Garden and FLEET at UBC could include a wide variety of activities
and research, that require different amounts of operational and staff support, so the condi-
tions will differ for each. Some applicants will receive artist/presenter fees; others will simply
use the space, and some users should expect to pay for use of the spaces. Possible models:

1. PARTNERSHIP/COLLABORATION: Let us know about your research or project that
we might partner on.

2. YOU BRING A PROJECT: Separately-funded or self-organized projects that wish to
use the space(s). Depending on the degree of time, support, space, and equipment you need,
you might also plan to contribute to operational support (on a sliding scale between zero
and $3000/month). We recommend budgeting to pay artist fees to professional artists and
knowledge keepers (for example, CARFAC recommended artist fees).

3. SPACE RENTAL: Depending on availability, we will be able to accommodate some
rental of the space outside of the schedule that we will develop from this Open Call. Contact
fleetstudios@othersights.ca for this type of ad hoc use.



https://othersights.ca
https://othersights.ca
https://carfac-raav.ca/2026-en/

How to submit your proposal or expression of interest

Provide the following information using the form at this link by noon on June 15, 2026:

* Contact Information: Name, email, phone number.

* Introduce yourself: Describe your relevant background (up to 900 characters).

* What do you want to do? Explain how you plan to use the FLEET Studio and/or the Fibre
Garden and what interests you about this initiative (up to 3000 characters).

* What what type of proposal is this?
__Partnership / collaboration idea
__Self-organized or separately funded, e.g. research project, student club, UBC depart-
ment
__Space rental: | | want to rent space(s) to realize my proposal
__ldon’t know or | have an idea and want to discuss.

* Scope and scheduling: Provide what information you can, to help us understand the logis-
tics/feasibility of your project (up to 3000 characters). Address:

» Preferred duration (including setup and strike) and desired period/season/term. Also
indicate how flexible your timeline is. (Understand that we will need to schedule a wide
variety of uses, which may overlap.)

* Logistics: What supports do you need (eg; staffing, volunteers, admin, coordination,
equipment, irrigation, power, etc.) and which of these will you provide?

* Budget: How do you plan to compensate artists/contributors and/or contribute to oper-
ating costs?

* Support material: If there is anything relevant to your proposal that you would like to
bring to the attention of the selection panel, please upload a PDF file of up to three pages.

TIMELINE AND PROCESS

Wednesday, May 27, 11lam-1pm — on-site information session
Thursday, May 28, 4-6pm — on-site information session
June 15, 2026, noon — Submission deadline

June 2026 — Adjudication by selection panel (UBC researcher, art professional from Other
Sights, UBC student representative, Fibre Garden representative)

End of June 2026 — Notification to applicants
Nov 2026, May 2027, Nov 2027 — Additional open calls are planned

Further Information

For further information or questions
about the project or your applica-
tion, attend an information session,
noted above, or email FLEET Gen-
eral Manager Jennifer Van de Pol, |
fleetstudios@othersights.ca. For in- &
quiries about the Fabric of Campus
Fibre Garden specifically, contact
Assistant Professor Germaine Koh,
germaine.koh@ubc.ca.



https://ubc.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1YrseSbeTsxOens
mailto:mailto:fleetstudios%40othersights.ca?subject=
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