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My Manresa
A story by Steven Scaffidi, 5-18-26

Manresa is a very special place to me. The beautiful
grounds and wonderful talks remind me of my grandfather,
Anthony Plaisance, who introduced me to Manresa soon
after my Air Force days, around 1977. My mom had passed
away that year while I was a freshman at the University of
New Orleans, and I was lost, trying to figure out what I
wanted to do with my life. Manresa was a godsend for me,
and it didn’t take me long for me to embrace the one thing
about this place that stood out—the silence.

Following my graduation from UNO’s first film studies
program, I continued working as a D] in top local clubs
like 4141. I also began promoting concerts and producing
music videos for MTV. I've always loved music, but I
wasn't blessed with great talent as a musician or singer.
However, I always had a good ear for producing songs and
a gift for writing. I had been writing poems since grammar
school, but now I was writing songs, using my talent for
storytelling and my passion for music.

I continued to attend yearly retreats at Manresa, and
I was fortunate to be part of Group 23 with my Uncle
Bubby Miller. Bubby was a co-captain of the group and
a popular member who had serious pull when it came to
getting extra food and wine in the dining room. I sat next
to him at his “special table,” and he made it clear to me that
I should keep my big mouth shut and pay attention.

I never experienced three days of keeping my big
mouth shut in my life, but each year | made my Manresa
retreat, | got more and more out of it. I could go on and
on about the wonderful moments I've experienced here
over the years, but rather than tell you about them, I
decided to put my words and experiences into a song.

[ actually wrote a poem about “My Manresa” many
years ago and gave a copy of it to Father Philips, who was
the director at the time. He told me how much he loved
the poem and said he wanted to publish it in the Manresa
newsletter and possibly even nationally. Unfortunately,
Father Philips passed away shortly afterward, and the
poem never saw the light of day.

Well, as fate would have it, while attending my 2025
retreat last year, I was thumbing through my old Bible and,
lo and behold, there it was—my poem! I just happened to
be sitting in my favorite spot near the Mississippi River,
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and as a cool breeze came over me, I began turning my
poem into a song. Before I made my way back to the main
building for the evening talk, I had a full-blown song
written down in my notebook.

During my drive home on Sunday afternoon, the music
and melody for my new song kept floating around in my
head, so I started making plans to produce it using a new
high-tech studio program I had recently invested in. A few
weeks later, after producing the song, I uploaded it to a
private YouTube channel and shared it with my wife and
a few others. The feedback I received was fantastic, and I
knew I had something special.

Eventually, I sent the song to Brother Huck, and the
rest is history. One day, I hope to team up with a nationally
recognized performer who can take our little song to places
I can only dream of and help it reach people everywhere.
Yes, I'm a big dreamer, but with God, anything is possible.

Thank you for inspiring me over all these years. I truly
hope this little song will inspire you as well.

Here’s “My Manresa” on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/jc1ScEJcHbU

Steve Scaffidi
Group 23 - Since 1977
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Chairman’'s Reflection
Neal Johnson

Manresa House of Retreats
was founded by the Jesuits in 1931.
What happens at Manresa is tied
to St. Ignatius of Loyola’s spiritual
pilgrimage and his ten-month
period of prayer in a cave in the
small town of Manresa, Spain, which
Manresa House of Retreats is named
after. Manresa, Spain, sits along the
banks of the Cardener River. This
10-month period was a life-changing
experience and would lead St. Ignatius to develop the Spiritual
Exercises, which is the heart of the Manresa retreat experience.
Just like the experience of St. Ignatius of Loyola in Manresa,
Spain, Manresa House of Retreats has provided many life-
changing and God-filled experiences for the men who make
retreats here in Convent, Louisiana.

The Men of Manresa are so fortunate to receive a special
blessing and a grace that also includes the unique physical
qualities of this holy place. Some of the historic and
picturesque buildings on the 130-acre Manresa campus date
from the early 19th Century, when Manresa was the site of
Jefferson College (founded in 1831), a private school for the
sons of the plantation owners. Between the Civil War and
the Great Depression, the Marist Fathers assumed control
of the college and turned it into a Catholic school, which
they operated until they closed it in the late 1920s during
the Depression. The Jesuits purchased the property in 1931 as
the site for a retreat house. In just a few short years, Manresa
House of Retreats will be 100 years old, and the campus will
turn 200 years old. Our 2031 Centennial Committee has
started planning our year-long celebration.
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Of all the facilities on our property, one of the most special
is the Sacred Heart Chapel. A few interesting facts about the
chapel include that a 1950s renovation removed the original
stylized letter “M”-shaped wooden arches. These decorative
wooden arches were restored in the 2009 restoration. Manresa
lore has it that the original arches were intended to pay tribute
to both Mary, the Mother of God, as well as to the Marist
Fathers who staffed St. Mary’s Jefferson College. Today, some
men of Manresa maintain that the “M” stands for Manresa.
Conrad Schmitt Studios’ website states that the interior design
and restoration of the Sacred Heart Chapel included painting
and decorating the chapel’s interior, faux wood graining,
trompe l'oeil, stencils, and gilding. The artists applied maroon
and gold painted highlights, the official colors of the Loyola
family, to the sanctuary wall. The warm, natural tones of the
wooden chapel ceiling create a sense of shelter and solidarity
between the congregation and nature.

Manresa has recently completed numerous projects that
are not readily visible. These include replacing all the roofs
to current hurricane wind compliance, replacing the main
HVAC chiller equipment, and completing numerous interior
improvements including HVAC equipment, flooring, and
painting. Ongoing projects include adding ADA-compliant
door assist openers at major entrance and exit doors and
replacing the walkway between Loyola Hall and St. Peter
Canisius Hall. As our website states: Manresa House of
Retreats is a special haven.

I am deeply humbled to serve as your current chairman
of the board. I am thankful for Fr. Penn Dawson, S.J., the
resident Jesuits, Brother Larry Huck, S.J., the Manresa staff,
and my fellow board members for their dedication and
service to this holy place we call Manresa House of Retreats.

6/2/26 5:35PM




Director’'s Reflection
Brother Larry Huck, S.J.

May the Easter Joy of Christ’s
Resurrection continue to feed us. May
the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, fill us
with confidence that Christ is leading us
and helping us grow in the ministry of
the Spiritual Exercises in 2026.

The first call for growth for Manresa
came in 1930, during the Great
Depression (1929-1939). The Jesuits
operated a small retreat house located in Suburban Acres, a
community just upriver from the neighborhood of Old Jefferson,
outside New Orleans. Those Jesuits understood that there was a
growing longing among the faithful to have their spiritual lives
nurtured. Money was scarce, but they trusted Christ's call to
tend to the spiritual lives of men through the Spiritual Exercises.
This conviction prompted them to embark on a journey to find
a larger retreat house.

The Jesuits discovered the shuttered St. Mary’s Jefferson
College in Convent, Louisiana. The asking price was $75,000,
a sum they did not have. Eventually, the Marists and the Jesuits
settled on a price of $27,500. During this time of uncertainty,
the Jesuits trusted that God was growing the ministry of the
Spiritual Exercises.

Manresa has now been in Convent, Louisiana for 95 years.
The world has changed greatly during that time. As in 1930,
much anxiety and uncertainty exist in the world today. The
Board of Directors and the Jesuits of Manresa are called to pay

“Being confident of this, that he
who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus.”

- Philippians 1:6

attention to the Holy Spirit and to grow in the ways Christ is
inviting us to grow. Manresa must meet the challenges of today
in nurturing the faith of God’s people.

To do this, the Jesuits and the Board of Directors will begin
a process of listening for the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
Over the next year, Manresa will undergo a Mission Examen
process. This process will help us reflect on how effectively we
have engaged in the ministry of the Spiritual Exercises. It will
also challenge Manresa by bringing to light areas where growth
is needed.

Therefore, it is important for the Jesuits and the Board to
listen to how God is inviting Manresa to nurture the faith of men
in 2026 through the ministry of the Spiritual Exercises. Like the
first Apostles, who were pushed to leave the “Upper Room”—a
place of comfort—and go forth to spread the Good News of Jesus
Christ, the Jesuits and the Board of Directors are called today to
do the same. We are called to leave our places of comfort and
respond to God’s invitation.

Like the first Apostles, we will be given an Advocate to guide
and lead us as we discern how Christ is calling Manresa to
respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit in the mission of
offering the Spiritual Exercises.

I ask for your prayers that the Jesuits of Manresa and the
Board of Directors may faithfully listen to the promptings of the
Holy Spirit over the next twelve months.

Br. Larry Huck, SJ.

Potpourri

Group 7: Larry Louviere has made more than 50 retreats at
Manresa. This year, he attended Group 7 with his son, Keith, and
grandson, Jared.

Group 17: Recognizes several longtime retreatants: Jack
Arena (64 retreats); Mike Rooney and Mike Boudreaux, Sr.
(55 retreats each); John Greene (53 retreats); and Graham
McClintock, who, at 92 years of age, made his first Manresa
retreat and drove himself to Manresa from Mobile, Alabama.

Group 21: Fr. Fr. Crossen, from Davenport, Iowa, attended
and led the Stations of the Cross. The group had 13 first-timers
and nine sets of fathers and sons. Two members who passed away
were remembered in prayer at each Mass: Dr. Leon Flettich III
and Leonard Knowles, Jr.

2026 Maintenance and Improvements Projects

In June, automatic door openers will be installed on 11 doors
throughout Manresa’s campus. After a four-year process of
replacing our aging hot water heaters, the final two units will be
replaced sometime in June.
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The front porch of the library building will be renovated so
there will no longer be a step up into the library. The third-floor
renovations of St. Mary’s Hall should be completed by the end of
June. Over the next month, the center steps on the front porch of
St. Mary’s Hall will be rebuilt to resemble the center steps at the
rear entrance near the fishpond.

Additional improvement projects are in the planning stages.
Please know that all of these improvements have been made
possible through your generosity. Thank you!

Donations to Manresa

Please visit Manresa’s donation page at www.manresala.org.

If you are required to make a Qualified Minimum Distribution from your
IRA or another retirement plan there is information on how make a tax-
free donation to Manresa on the donation page. Also, if you wish to make
a stock donation to Manresa, there are instructions located there on how to
do so. Thank you for your supporting Manresa.

Manresa House of Retreats
P.O. Box 89
Convent, Louisiana 70723

June 1, 2026

Dear Men of Manresa,

The Board of Directors and | thank you all for your prayers and support of Manresa’s Self
Insurance Fund drive. In the three years of the self-insurance drive, the Men of Manresa,
foundations that Men of Manresa sit on, and the Jesuits of Manresa have given donations
that have exceeded 3.27 million dollars. In addition to investment income and a qualified
FEMA reimbursement, for items related to Hurricane Ida, the Insurance Fund has received an
additional $482,566. Thus, the Manresa Insurance Fund, at the end of three years, now exceeds
3.75 million dollars. The goal was 3.60 million dollars. Thank you!

Developing this fund, to help Manresa through a weather-related wind event, will be very
helpful to Manresa to navigate a future wind event. When Hurricane Ida passed over Manresa,
Manresa sustained $750,000 in damages. At that time, Manresa’s wind insurance policy
provided zero dollars to help cover the damage. Now, Manresa has a fund that can do just that.

Four years ago, Manresa only had 2.5 million dollars of wind and hail coverage. Because of the
Self-Insurance Fund, Manresa now has 15 million of wind and hail coverage. In addition, the
Insurance Fund has helped Manresa lower its wind and hail premiums by $53,000.

The Insurance Fund will remain one of the funds, to which the men of Manresa can donate and
help build it up even more.

Your Brothers in the Lord,

Br. Lowy ek, G.J. Wade Pesin

Br. Larry Huck, S.J. Wade Perrin
Director Insurance Committee Chair

Vieal Fobanson W. Pen Prson, G.7.

Insurance Fund Campaign
June 1, 2023 to May 31, 2026

Manresa’s goal was to raise $3.6

million over three years, to establish

a self-insurance fund to provide
Manresa a way to cover any losses
from a wind and hail event.

The Insurance Fund campaign ran
from June 1, 2023 to May 31, 2026.

The campaign raised $3.77+ million.

The light green shade represents
what the men of Manresa have
given over the past three years.

The dark gray shade is what
Manresa received from
FEMA for Hurricane Ida

reimbursements. The board
placed these dollars in the
Insurance Fund.

On May 31, 2026, the Insurance
Fund stands at:

$1,250,000

$1,000,000

$1,256,485

$750,000

$625,000

$500,000

$375,000

$250,000

$125,000

50
$3,752,000

2023/24

2024/25

Neal Johnson
Chairman — Board of Directors

Fr. Penn Dawson, S.J.
Chairman — Board of Members

Thank you for your generosity with this fund!

2025/26
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