Title: Investigating the brain mechanisms underlying hallucinations 
[bookmark: _Hlk213845342]Hi, my name is Luna, and I am a PhD student at the Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience, UCL. I am interested in how we make sense of the world around us, and specifically in which brain mechanisms give rise to experiences that do not reflect reality.
Many conditions include symptoms such as hallucinations (subjective experiences that do not correspond to the external world). A great deal of research has investigated the brain mechanisms and regions that might be responsible for the occurrence of hallucinations. However, this often overlooks an important aspect: some hallucinations are accompanied by insight (awareness, in the moment, that one is hallucinating), whereas others occur without this awareness - reflecting impaired insight.
The aim of my PhD project is to identify the brain mechanisms underlying impaired insight in individuals who experience hallucinations. To do this, I will use experimental manipulations that “induce” hallucination-like experiences while recording brain activity.
I am currently looking to recruit two lived experience advisors (aged 18+) who have experienced, or currently experience, auditory and/or visual hallucinations (with or without insight) to join my thesis committee. The committee will also include two academics with research expertise in various mental health conditions, as well as a mental health practitioner.
The thesis committee is expected to meet online approximately every six months over the course of my PhD (three years; from October 2025 to September 2028). In these meetings, I will present my ideas and research progress, and committee members will be encouraged to share their thoughts, ideas, and suggestions on my plans (which will be shared in advance). Additional meetings may be arranged before or after some of these main committee meetings. 
How to apply
Please email luna.huestegge.20@ucl.ac.uk by 17:00 (UK Time) on Monday 5 January 2026.
Based on the number of interests I receive, I will shortlist around 5-6 applications and schedule a brief chat online with you to check our fit to work together. After this, we will invite final applicants to be the Lived Experience Advisors for this project.
Payment
Payment of £25/hour is available for Lived Experienced Advisors, if you want to claim it. This will include 1 hour preparation time for each meeting (e.g. for reading reports), so total payment of £50 per meeting. Meetings will typically be online.
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