Miniature Horse Prize Book – Carman 2026

MINIATURE HORSE SHOW PRIZE BOOK

CARMAN 
COUNTRY FAIR
July 9th, 10th, 11th, 2026




Celebrating 146 Years of History

ENTRY DEADLINE:  JULY 2, 2026

PLEASE READ ALL RULES AND REQUIREMENTS 
AS THERE HAVE BEEN SOME CHANGES 
[image: 
A logo for a fair]



MINIATURE HORSE
 OPEN SHOW
SATURDAY, July 11th 
8:30 AM – RING 1 


As we celebrate our 146th Carman Country Fair, the
Dufferin Agricultural Society Inc. wishes to thank our sponsors and volunteers for their support.

Dufferin Agricultural Society Inc.
Box 937, Carman, MB  R0G 0J0
Phone:  204-745-2226

Email:  info@dufferinagsociety.com
www.carmancountryfair.ca	
PLEASE NOTE:
It is the responsibility of the exhibitors to familiarize themselves with the rules of the show and to request clarification if necessary.
Vehicle access to livestock barns will NOT be permitted between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm during the fair. Access is via North Gate Only 
Trailer parking will be available away from the barn.
 Please ensure you have your equipment and tack  in the miniature horse barn.

In the case of errors or omissions, specific times and classes mentioned in this book are subject to change.  Any changes will be posted on the Carman Country Fair and the Manitoba Miniature Horse Club Facebook page.  


LITTLE BEGINNINGS  
THE ORIGIN OF THE MANITOBA MINIATURE HORSE CLUB 
 
The Manitoba Miniature Horse Club (MMHC) was established in 1993 by a group of Manitobans who owned Miniature Horses.  Five couples met in January at a community club in Charleswood to discuss their options.  These Individuals shared a common interest in forming a club that could provide opportunities for social interaction, for promotion of the breed, and for learning more about breeding, training and exhibiting Miniature Horses.  Before we knew it an executive was formed, bylaws were drawn up and application was made to become a member club of the American Miniature Horse Association.    
 
Since then,  MMHC members meet annually at a Spring and Fall General Meeting, as well as at various functions throughout the year.  An annual MMHC Show is held each summer and Miniature Horse Classes are offered at many of Manitoba’s Summer Fairs. (The inaugural MMHC show took place in Carman, MB. In 1993).  Each spring, the club provides a display at the Royal Manitoba Winter Fair where they do demonstrations to highlight the versatility of the breed.  Clinics are held to provide instruction at various levels of competence – from beginner to advanced.  Throughout the summer and fall individuals get together to go for afternoon drives and to have fun with their horses.  A club Trail Drive is often planned for the fall.  In November of each year, following the Annual Meeting, an Awards Banquet and Program honours the members who have worked so hard throughout the year to bring their horses out to shows, parades and care home/school visits. Various opportunities are provided for owners to showcase their horses and for interested horse enthusiasts to get to know this wonderful breed better. In 2023, the club celebrated their 30th anniversary!
 






HEALTH REGULATIONS 
 
1. All horses may be submitted to a veterinary examination on entering the grounds. No horses having a contagious disease shall be allowed to occupy a stall or building on the exhibition grounds. If any horse, through an oversight is admitted, the committee shall immediately order its removal from the grounds. 

2. Prizes shall be awarded only to horses that are sound and free from disease. 

 
ENTRY INFORMATION 
All Exhibitors Must Provide Proof of Manitoba Horse Council Liability Insurance
1. NEW DEADLINE: All entries must be in the hands of the DAS Administration by 9:00 PM, Thursday, July 2,  2026
2. Entries must be completed and submitted prior to the Entry Deadline.  Online submission is preferred.
3. Entry forms are available online.  If manual entry by Dufferin Agricultural Society is required, there will be a $20.00 non-refundable administrative fee per exhibitor.
4. If there are issues with the online format, please contact Trish Aubin for assistance.
5. Entries must be received and paid by July 2, 2026.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  E-transfers can be made to info@dufferinagsociety.com.
· Go to: https://www.assistexpo.ca/dufferin-ag-society  

ENTRY FEES 
	Entry Fee: 
	4.00 per class 
No late entries accepted 

	Stall Fee: 
	$20.00 each – 2 horses per stall maximum – Following the fair and inspection of stalls, if satisfactory, $15.00 will be returned to exhibitor via e-transfer or cheque

	Admin Fee: 
	$5 per exhibitor 

	Shavings:
	Please bring your own straw or shavings

	Stall Reservation: 
	Please reserve by July 2nd
Contact Trish at minihorse@dufferinagsociety.ca 



*Fees are not refundable without a Valid Veterinarian Certificate. 




ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE  
 
ARRIVAL: 
1. Exhibitor Numbers will be handed out on Friday evening or Saturday morning at the barns. 
2. Exhibitors are reminded to bring their own hay and straw shavings. 
3. All animals entered will be assigned a stall. Please email Trish at minihorse@dufferinagsociety.com by July 2nd with number of stalls required. 
4. All animals must be stabled in the barn. 
5. For your animals’ protection and safety, the DAS requires that there is a contact number attached to each stall. 
6. Manure is to be taken to the south end of the barns.  Do NOT put straw, hay or manure in the refuse barrels. These barrels are for discarded plastic or paper only. Violators will be fined. 

DEPARTURE: 
1. Stalls are to be cleaned and manure removed to pile at south end of barn. Stalls are to be   vacated within 2 hours after show is finished.  Once an inspection has been completed and stalls found satisfactory, $15.00 per stall deposits will be returned.

OPEN SHOW RULES & REGULATIONS:  
 
Rules and regulations are subject to any changes recommended by Agriculture Canada.  
 
1. ABUSE TO ANIMALS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  Exhibitors may have to forfeit their entry fees, prize money and may be asked to leave the premises if warranted.
2. Stallions are not permitted with the exception of yearlings.
3. Entrants must enter ring promptly when class is called, or judging will proceed without entry.  Considerations for conflict at the discretion of the judge. 
4. A program will be posted during the fair but it is the exhibitor’s responsibility to keep posted on the progress of the classes and to listen for any changes announced from the ringside. 
5. All exhibitors shall be neatly dressed when exhibiting. 
6. Age of animals and exhibitors computed as of January 1 of current year. 
7. Miniature horses may be measured, if necessary, by an official of the DAS, if there is some doubt as to the height of a horse entered in a restricted division or class. 
8. The Dufferin Agricultural Society encourages the use of helmets for safety purposes for driving classes. 
9. Exhibitors must have control of their animals at all times when on the property of the Dufferin Agricultural Society Inc.  All animals must be properly secured to prevent the possibility of an accident.  All animals are the responsibility of the owner. 
10. The Judge or DAS official has the authority to ask an individual or individuals to leave the ring if there are safety concerns.
11. All exhibitors should at all times cooperate with the DAS Directors in the parking of trucks, trailers, or any concerns that are raised regarding exhibitor or animals etc. 
12. No more than two entries in any class will be accepted from each exhibitor.  
13. If the animal exhibited is of an inferior quality, the judges are instructed to award only such premiums as in their opinions are warranted. They will exercise their discretion as to whether they award first, second, third, or any other prize. 
14. No person shall be allowed to interfere with the judge while in the discharge of his/her duties. Any person who shall refuse to accept the judges award, or who shall, at any time while on the premises of the society, use any contemptuous or abusive language to any judge or official or within his or her hearing in consequence of any award made by a judge, will be rejected. If an exhibitor, he/she shall forfeit his/her right to any premiums to which he/she might be entitled to,  and may be excluded from exhibiting for one year or more. 
15. No unauthorized person shall be permitted in the show rings during the time of the judging. 
16. The registration certificate of a purebred animal is to be produced to the judges or directors if required. 
17. Protests must be made in writing and signed.  In case of protest, the committee rules with Equine Canada. 
18. A meeting of the Directors will be held, notices of which will be given, to hear and decide any complaints or grievances that may have arisen in awarding of prizes.  Protests must be made in writing to the Secretary/Manager within ten days after the close of the exhibition. 
19. Any infringement to the Rules and Regulations may be punished by withholding the prizes. 
20. Prizes given by the society will be paid following the fair by e-transfer or cheque.  Please indicate on Participant Information (Notes) in Assist Expo or on Entry Form how you wish to be awarded.  Please provide e-transfer information if necessary.
21. Soliciting for any purpose will not be permitted on the exhibition grounds, except from within a space allotted for that purpose, otherwise by special permission. 
22. The DAS will not be responsible for goods left on the grounds. 
23. Only animals entered will be provided with barn accommodations.   
24. If a tack change is needed, the gatekeeper/ring steward needs to be informed a minimum of 2 classes prior. 
25. Miniature horses competing in youth halter and youth performance classes can NOT cross enter to open halter and open performance classes. 
26. Profanity and disrespect to fellow contestants or officials will NOT be tolerated at any time.

MINIATURE HORSE SHOW AWARDS

HALTER CLASSES
Classes 1, 2, 8-16
1st: $15		2nd: $12		3rd: $10		4th: $8		5th: $5

All REGULAR PERFORMANCE CLASSES  
Classes 19-22, 24-27, 30-48 
1ST: $20        2ND: $15        3RD: $12        4TH: $10       5TH: $8  
 
FUN CLASSES  
Classes 49-53 
1ST: $15        2ND: $12        3RD: $10        4TH: $8        5TH: $5  
 
*Prize money is guaranteed (regardless of the number of exhibitors in a class) unless the judge declares the participant undeserving of such.  
  
***PLEASE RESPECT THAT VEHICLES AND TRAILERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO RETURN TO THE BARN AREA UNTIL THE SHOW HAS FINISHED***

*Exhibitors are encouraged to arrive Friday evening.  
*Miniature Horses competing in youth halter (Class 1 and 2) can NOT cross enter into open halter classes.  
*Miniature Horses competing in youth performance classes can NOT cross enter into open performance classes.  
*Miniature Horses competing in stock halter classes can NOT cross enter into open halter classes.
*Please see the back of the book for class descriptions and additional information.  	  

SHOW SCHEDULE AND CLASSES
 
Order of go will proceed chronologically and will not change unless posted or announced by the Show Committee.  
HALTER CLASSES
SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2026  -  8:30 AM  

1. Miniature horse shown by a youth, 10 years & under; may be accompanied by an adult.  No cross entry between Class 1 and Class 2.
2. Miniature horse shown by a youth 11-18 years; may be accompanied by an adult. No cross entry between Class 1 and Class 2.
3. Champion & Reserve Youth Horse (1st and 2nd placing from Class 1 and Class 2.)
4. MMHC Yearling Futurity Class 36” and under (Ribbons only)
5. MMHC Two Year Old Futurity Class 37” and under (Ribbons only)
6. Miniature horse broodmare, with foal at side, 38” and under (Ribbons only)
7. Miniature horse foal of current year, must be shown on halter (Ribbons only)
8. Miniature filly, gelding or stallion, yearling, 32” and under
9. Miniature filly, gelding or stallion yearling over 32” to 36”
10. Miniature filly or gelding, 2 year old, 33” and under
11. Miniature filly or  gelding, 2 year old, over 33” to 37”
12. Miniature mare or gelding, 3 years and older,  34” and under
13. Miniature mare or gelding, 3 years and older, over 34” to 38”
14. [bookmark: _Hlk205282031]Miniature western stock mare or gelding, 3 years and older,  34” and under
15. Miniature western stock mare or gelding, 3 years and older,  over 34” to 38”
16. Miniature horse shown on halter by *Cool* Exhibitor
17. Champion and Reserve Miniature (1st and 2nd place from classes 8 – 16) Ribbons only
18. Family Halter Class – 3 horses owned by one family – Ribbons Only

PERFORMANCE CLASSES

19. Showmanship – 19 years and over
20. Youth Showmanship – 11 – 18 years
21. Youth Showmanship – 10 years and under
22. Showmanship – *COOL* Exhibitor
23. Leadline, 6 years and under – led by an adult, walk only.  May be asked to back up.  Appropriate Western or English Attire. (Ribbons Only)
24. Miniature Hunter, 19 years and over (judging on jumping style, not speed – only two refusals allowed)
25. Miniature Hunter, 18 years and under (judging on jumping style, not speed – only two refusals allowed)
26. Miniature Jumper, 19 years and over (judged on speed – only two refusals allowed)
27. Miniature Jumper, 18 years and under (judged on speed – only two refusals allowed)
28. Costume Class (if young child, may be accompanied by an adult NOT in costume).  (Ribbons Only)
29. MMHC 3 year old Futurity Driving class – Classic/Western Country Pleasure or Country Pleasure 38” and under (Ribbons Only)
30. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving – 34” and under driven by 19 years and over (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
31. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving - 34” and under driven by 11 – 18 years.  (May be accompanied by an adult)   (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
32. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving - 34” and under driven by 10 years and under.  (May be accompanied by an adult)   (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
33. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving – Over 34” to 38” driven by 19 years and over (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
34. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving – Over 34” to 38” driven by 11-18 years.  .  (May be accompanied by an adult)   (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
35. Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving – Over 34” to 38” driven by 10 years and under.  (May be accompanied by an adult)   (No cross entry to Open Country Pleasure)
36. Best lady or gent driver, 19 years and over
37. Best boy or girl driver, 11 – 18 years (May be accompanied by an adult.)
38. Best boy or girl driver, 10 years and under (May be accompanied by an adult)
39. Open Country Pleasure Driving, 34” and under – no cross entry to Classic/Western Country Pleasure, other than Spectator Special Class
40. Open Country Pleasure Driving, over 34” to 38” – no cross entry to Classic/Western Country Pleasure, other than Spectator Special Class
41. Hilda Harness Memorial – Spectator Special – Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving and Open Country Pleasure 38” and under, all ages – All driving miniatures  encouraged to enter.
42. Versatility Class – all sizes and age
43. Carriage Class – open to all drivers and horses
44. Single Roadster – 19 years and over – 34” and under
45. Single Roadster – 19 years and over – over 34” to 38”
46. Youth Single Roadster – 18 years and under, 34” and under – HELMET REQUIRED 
47. Youth Single Roadster – 18 years and under, over 34” to 38”– HELMET REQUIRED. 
48. Team or Multi-Hitch of Miniatures to a 4 wheeled vehicle.

FUN CLASSES
49. Driving Barrels – all ages
50. Driving Poles – all ages
51. Halter Obstacle – 19 years and over
52. Halter Obstacle – 11 – 18 years
53. Halter Obstacle – 10 years and under (May be accompanied by an adult)
MINIATURE HORSE CLASS DESCRIPTIONS & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

The following class descriptions are intended to assist your general understandings of the classes offered.  
 
HALTER:  
Horses to be shown at a walk and trot. Horses are to stand with all four feet flat on the ground and square or at least one front and one rear cannon bone perpendicular to the ground. No whips, lighters, or crops allowed. No youth under 13 years allowed showing a stallion with the exception of weanling and yearling colts. Handlers are required to dress suitably for the show ring. Western Stock Classes, horses are shown more as a Quarter Horse than an Arabian.

[bookmark: _Hlk158577765]COOL:	“Conquering Obstacles Overcoming Limitations” 
Classes are recommended to be included in all shows to encourage physically and mentally challenged individuals to expand their enjoyment of ponies and miniature horses by offering the opportunity to participate at pointed shows.  Safety First! All modifications must be designed to maximize safety in the show ring; youth and adults may be split.  COOL exhibitors may cross enter any other class as long as they meet the eligibility requirements for that class.
  
ROADSTER:  
Horses are shown in a roadster cart with stirrups and no basket. (If a roadster cart is unavailable, an easy entry cart will be allowed.) Driver must wear a jacket and cap to match, patterned after racing silks. Gaits required are: Slow Jog Trot, Road Gait Trot, and a fully extended Drive-on Trot. No back up. Horses are judged on performance, speed, quality and manners, in that order. Horses must be at least three years of age.  
 

COUNTRY PLEASURE DRIVING:  
Horses are to be shown in a two-wheeled cart with basket or safe floor. Gaits required are Walk, Collected Trot and Working Trot. Horses will be required to stand quietly and back readily. Judged on quality of performance, manners, horse’s way of going, conformation, appropriateness, condition and fit of vehicle and harness, neatness of attire, in that order. Horse should give the appearance of a pleasurable drive and though animated, should not be shown with exaggerated high action in front.  
 
HALTER OBSTACLE:  
Judged on performance and way of going with emphases on manners throughout the course. Horse must be at least 2 years of age. Courses will be posted at the show. Touching the horse with your free hand will result in disqualification. Only 2 refusals allowed. 
  
HORSE AND BUGGY: 
The Horse & buggy represented the primary mode for both public and private transportation since prior to the Industrial Revolution.  Driving is one of the oldest and most popular disciplines within competitive equestrian sport. Carriage classes pay tribute to this heritage and may include actual antique or replica carriages of the day.   

Overall performance is evaluated in every class considering the ability of the horse to give a pleasurable drive, a horse that would drive out privately on the road and has a strong presence. The driver’s skill and ability as well as driver’s turnout based on the appropriateness and quality of the vehicle, harness and driver appointment are taken into consideration.  In addition to Pleasure Driving Carriage Classes, other Carriage competitions may include single, tandem unicorn or four-in-hand 
and may be categorized as Turnout, Working, Timed Cones or Reinsmanship. 
 
For the Exhibitor: 
Martingales and over-checks are prohibited for all vehicles; a false martingale is ok (a false martingale hooks the breast strap to the bellyband to hold breast strap in place).  Side-checks optional. Must have breeching or thimbles. A Throatlatch and noseband or cavesson is mandatory, open bridles are permitted but are not encouraged. Hat, Gloves (Brown Gloves preferred) and apron required. Whip carried in hand 
 
HUNTER AND JUMPER:  
Hunter classes are judged on style. Jumper classes are judged on speed.
 
DRIVING OBSTACLE:  
Horses shown in a suitable two-wheeled cart with a basket. Horses must be at least 3 years of age. Horses are judged on performance and way of going with emphasis on manners throughout the course. Courses will be posted at the show.  
 
CLASSIC/WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE DRIVING:  
Horses to be shown in a two-wheeled pleasure vehicle-wooden wheeled or pleasure cart. Gaits required are Walk, Pleasure Trot and Working Trot. Horses will be required to stand quietly and back readily. All gaits must be performed with willingness, obvious ease, cadence, balance and smoothness. High action will be penalized, to be judged on attitude, manners, performance, quality and conformation, in that order.  No cross entries between Classic/Western Country Pleasure Driving and Country Pleasure Driving Classes. Horses must be least three years of age for driving classes.  

VERSATILITY
In a Versatility class exhibitors will do a class of driving on the rail, they will then line-up and an attendant will enter the ring  and help exhibitor unhitch and groom their horse (timed). The attendant will then take the cart and equipment out of the ring.  Next they are judged on conformation and finally will  do a jumping class.
 
TEAM OF MINIATURES:  
Hitched to suitable vehicle, fine harness or draft harness.  
 
*LEAD- LINE  
(38” & under) – 6 years and under, led by an adult. Walk only, may be asked to back up.  Appropriate Western or English attire must be worn. 
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