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by Jack Johnston, CEO

One of my favorite traditions each

year is gathering with our members at
DMEA’s Annual Meeting. Thank you

to everyone who joined us this year.
With more than 500 members and
guests in attendance, it was a wonderful
reminder of what makes our cooperative
special—our members are at the heart of
everything we do.

Our “Find Your Superpowers” theme
celebrated how members strengthen
DMEA. Members “activated” their
superpowers through six interactive
stations:

« Fire Force Field highlighted DMEA’s
fire mitigation and vegetation efforts

« Future Foresight discussed the
members’ ability to control their bills
through efficient energy usage

« Super Speed focused on Elevate’s
award-winning service and
demonstrated fiber splicing

« Super Strength celebrated the power
of community through the Capital
Credit Community Fund

« Invisibility shared behind-the-scenes
info of the teams and departments
that keep DMEA/Elevate running

« Power of Many offered an opportunity
for members to sign up for Operation
Round Up

2026 Annual Meeting by the Numbers

3 board members affirmed by voice vote

oy

30+ new Operation Round Up members

;‘_i:bﬂ 158 registered members; 500+ estimated attendees
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Finding Our Superpowers Together

2,336 for & 2,507 against term limit ballot measure (failed)

During the business meeting, we shared
updates on the investments we’re making
to strengthen reliability, finalize our

build of Elevate fiber internet, reduce
wildfire risk, and continue returning

value to members through capital credits
and community programs. We also
discussed the challenges facing electric
cooperatives nationwide.

We also talked about rates, as we know
this is a top priority for our membership.
DMEA expects there may be a need for
rate increases over the next few years.
Though we had been able to keep

rates stable for six years before 2026,
rising transmission costs, new resource
adequacy requirements, and inflation are
all increasing the cost of providing safe,
reliable electricity. It's our job to manage
the costs we can control before we

ever ask members to pay more. We are
working on finding ways to keep costs
down without sacrificing the reliability our
members depend on.

As a not-for-profit cooperative, we don’t
answer to shareholders—we answer to
you. Every decision we make is guided
by what’s best for our members and our
communities.

Thank you for your continued trust,
participation, and support. Together,
we’re building a stronger cooperative and
a brighter future for everyone we serve.

Find the 2025
Annual Report
dmea.com/
annual-report
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Any appliance that is connected to the internet via Wi-Fi is considered ‘smart’. You can now purchase hot water heaters, electric
heaters, refrigerators, and more that can be controlled using your phone, tablet, or voice-assisted device. But why? The benefits
include monitoring appliances over time, optimizing their electric use, and controlling them from afar. Here are three examples:

Heating and cooling
typically account for
the largest portion of a
home's energy use,
making a smart
thermostat one of the
most effective ways to save electricity.
These devices learn when you’re away
at work or on vacation (many have
‘geofencing’ location technology) and
automatically adjust the temperature. It
will alter the temperature a few degrees
while you're gone and begin heating or
cooling your home shortly before you
return. Many models can be controlled
remotely from a smartphone.

Washing Machines
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l D water. Many models
recommend the best
cycle based on load size and type.
Imagine loading the washer before bed
and setting it to start early the next
morning, or receiving a notification on
your phone when the cycle is complete
so clothes don't sit in the washer all
day. Some smart washers can even
detect maintenance issues before they
become costly repairs.

Smart washers make
laundry day more
efficient by helping you
use less electricity and

Smart devices are an investment that helps reduce energy waste, improve convenience, and lower electric bills over time.

Refrigerators

| ) -
so small efficiency
@ﬂ ﬂ improvements add up
over time. Smart
‘ refrigerators monitor
internal temperatures and
can alert your phone if a door is left
open or if efficiency isn’t optimal. Some
models automatically adjust cooling
settings based on how often the door is
opened. If you're away, the refrigerator
can switch to an energy-saving mode
while keeping food safely chilled.
Phone notifications can prevent
unnecessary energy use and
spoiled groceries.
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Your refrigerator runs 24/7,




A SENIOR’S GUIDE TO THE DIGITAL WORLD
Intro to Streaming TV

Join the internet experts at Elevate to tap into the world of online TV. Learn about the
differences between cable, live streaming, and on-demand TV, and figure out what’s best
for you. Refreshments are on us!

Crawford Library Cedaredge Library

545 Highway 92 180 SW 6th Ave SPACE IS
Thursday, August 6 Thursday, September 10 ’-’MITED,
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Participate to win fantastic prizes!

elevateinternet.com/101
or by calling 844-386-8744
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North Fork Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) Emergency
Medical Technician (EMT)
Hanna Yates educates youth
and their parents about the
pediatric head-to-toe
measuring device that helps the
EMT identify the right-sized
equipment for young patients.

"OMMUNITY

Tools Transforming Treatment

Imagine you're an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) responding
to a call in a remote area of the North Fork Valley. A frightened parent
meets you at the door with their five-year-old child experiencing a
severe allergic reaction. In that moment, there's no time to
second-guess medication dosages or fumble with outdated
equipment that might crash at the worst possible time.

Thanks to DMEA's $22,786 donation to North Fork Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) from the Capital Credit Community Fund, that
scenario looks different today. Through technology infrastructure
improvements and the new Handtevy Pediatric Emergency Care
System, the EMT instantly opens an app, inputs the child's weight,
and receives precise medication dosages—no high-pressure mental
math. The child-specific equipment guides ensure the right size tools
and emergency care standards are used across a 1,500-square-mile
service area.

How You Can Help:

“DMEA's investment means that when a child Donate to the North Fork Ambulance Auxiliary at

in our community faces a medical

northforkambulance.com.

emergency, our providers have the same

advanced tools and accurate dosing

Volunteer through board leadership, administrative

information that larger urban systems have.” support, or community outreach efforts.

-Kimber Gallob, Grant Writer and EM
North Fork EMS

iDMEA

Montrose Office Read Office

11925 6300 Road 21191 H75 Road
Montrose, CO 81401 Delta, CO 81416

M, W, F; 8:00am-5:00pm M - F; 8:00am-5:00pm
T & Th; 8:00am-6:00pm

Contact Us:

877-687-3632 |dmea.com | [} B

T Become an EMT and join the North Fork EMS team
to directly serve your community in emergency
medical response.

Your Board of Directors: DMEA is an equal opportunity provider and

L L employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program
Ryan Sedgeley, District 1 Steve Metheny, District 2 complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA

Jacob Gray, District 3 Emily Sanchez, District 4 Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found
Kevin Williams, District 5 Damon Lockhart, District 6 online at ascr.usa.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
Enno Heuscher, District 7  Stacia Cannon, North or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
Ken Norris, South to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
DMEA Board Meetings are open to all members form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
and are generally held on the 4th Tuesday monthly to USDA by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
beginning at 3PM with the public comment period at Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
5PM. Call 970-240-1212 to confirm date, time, S.W. Washington, DC. 20250-9410, by fax (202)
and location. 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.




BACK TO SCHOOL

Back-to-school means homework, group chats,
gaming, and endless scrolling. Keep your guard up
with these tips:

Beware of Urgent or Outdated Language
Many scammers reel in people online using
intimidation or unusual phrasing. Phrases like
“Limited time”, “Final Notice”, or “Legal Action”
are common examples of using intimidation to
entertain urgency. Outdated terminology like
“kindly” could be red-flag language.

@ Watch Out for Copycats
Not every message is what it seems. A random
text from a friend, a surprise giveaway, or an
email claiming your account has been hacked
could actually be someone pretending to be
someone you trust. If it feels weird, check with
the real person or company before you reply
or click.

@ Don’t Fall for Click Bait
"See who searched for you!" or "Claim your
prize!l" If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. Scammers use flashy headlines
like these to get clicks, then ask for your
personal information or payment.

@ Use ElevatelQ for Protection
ElevatelQ safeguards your devices from
malware and virus threats before they are
problems. Content filters to restrict access to
violent or explicit content, enable age-
appropriate social media apps, and set daily
Wi-Fi schedules and screen time limits.

Keep your accounts—and your future—safe this
school year.

Elevate

“DRIVE NOW,
TEXT LATER"

(| WAS SUCH A

ECHEE

INSURANCE INFO! _

DON‘T DRIVE DISTRACTED:

FROM ‘14 T0 "24, 676 COLORADANS LOST THEIR LIVES DUE TO msmcfrp DRIVING.
USING A MOBILE DEVICE WHILE DRIVING 1S ILLEGAL IN COLORADO. FOLLOW THESE TIPS

o POWER DOWN YOUR PHONE OR USE ‘DO NOT DISTURB' SETTINGS WHILE Dﬁl’nflllG

o PUT YOUR PHONE OUT OF REACH, SUCH AS IN THE GLOVE BOX, BACK SEAT OR TRUNK.

o LISE PHONE SETTINGS TO AUTOMATICALLY LOCK YOUR PHONE WHEN DRIVING

| THOUGHT

PRO AT MULTI-

THAT'S ONE WAY TO GET THE
MESSAGE! NOW IT'S TIME TO
GIVE THAT DRIVER YOUR




