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ECA issues new 
Pre-notification 
Discussion 
Request Form



In a move to formalize pre-filing discussions, the 
Egyptian Competition Authority (ECA) issued a 
pre-notification discussion request form. Prior to 
submitting a full notification, the parties involved 
may initiate a pre-notification consultation with 
the ECA by submitting a designated form. This 
process is intended to facilitate early engagement 
with the ECA and to clarify any procedural or 
substantive uncertainties that may arise in 
connection with the transaction. Pre-notification 
discussions are not mandator and  the concerned 
parties. Still, in practice the ECA does conduct 
comparatively lengthy pre-filing assessments of 
filings submitted. Under the regular filing regime, 
this has led to them rejecting filings as incomplete 
several times, requiring the parties to make 
several submission. The new pre-filing 
discussions procedure provide a more regulated 
approach to pre-filing discussions.

The pre-notification form requires certain 
information to be provided, including the names 
of the parties involved in the transaction, a brief 
overview of their activities both worldwide and in 
Egypt, a preliminary definition of the market 
relevant to the transaction, as well as an initial 
assessment of potential impact on competition. 
Based on this form, the ECA seeks to assess 
whether the transaction requires full notification 
and if so whether the transaction will be reviewed 
under the regular phase 1 or simplified review 
process. Furthermore, the pre-notification shall 
serve for the ECA to issue any RFIs they deem 
relevant for the parties to complete the 
submission.

In practice, the pre-filing discussion form will 
likely have little relevance. The ECA already 
applied comprehensive pre-filing discussions 
prior to the form being introduced. Also, since the

form was introduced, the ECA continues to 
engage in Pre-filing discussions based on draft 
versions of the full filing form without requiring the 
pre-filing discussion form to be filled in. Hence, in 
practice, it will typically be more practical to 
initiate drafting the filing form and submitting it 
early stage to initiate discussions with the ECA.
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