
October 29th, 2025

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84718511965?pwd=S0dSeFJtM0l2RTVwQzdId08zZENVUT09
https://cod.zoom.us/j/87928383243?pwd=b3Q4VFVWZDhZZFFKREplNk1aRUl2dz09


Agenda

1. Bagels & Coffee

2. Intros

3. Keeping up with ID

4. Upcoming Events & Offerings for Members 

5. ID Member Spotlight: Renetta Gunn- Stevens from Sophisticated Press

6. ID Member Resource: Christine Kickels from Innovation DuPage



Keeping up with ID:

Scan the QR code to keep up with the news:

• CO2CEO Recruitment

• Ed tech cluster meeting on November 12th

• Midwest Innovation and Entrepreneurship Summit: Moved to February 26, 2026

• Clean Energy Incubator Program: 

• Fill out the Connect Form

• Connect with Bill Payne and Mike Varon



Member Offerings:

Register Today!



Member Offerings:

Register Today!



Upcoming Workshop:

Register Today!

Workshop Name: Lead with a Story

Date: November 12th

Time: 1:00 - 4:45 P.M.

Where: Innovation DuPage

Presented by: Scott Hubbard from Hubbard Communications

SPACE IS LIMITED!



Resources and Workshops



Additional Resources

Strategic Business Advisor
Mike Varon

Innovation DuPage

Executive-in-Residence

Bill Payne
Innovation DuPage



ID Member Spotlight:
Sophisticated Press

Renetta Gunn-Stevens

https://cod.zoom.us/j/87928383243?pwd=b3Q4VFVWZDhZZFFKREplNk1aRUl2dz09




www . s o p h i s t i c a t e d p r e s s . c o m
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OUR BOOKS FOR ENTRPRENEURS



OPPORTUNITIES

U.S. BOOK INDUSTRY FAQ

• The U.S. Book industry is worth $40.5 billion and will grow to $46.5 

billion by the end of the year 2025 per IBISWorld.

• Over 5 million new self-published books were published in 2023-

2024 (Bowker).

•  Print sales have declined by 1.6%, while eBook sales have grown by 

2.4%, and audiobook sales have increased by over 13% in 2024, 

reaching $2.22 billion in US revenue.

• About two-thirds of bestselling self-help books are written by men, 

while one-third are written by women. However, women represent the 

majority of the genre's readers-about 62% of total self-help readers 

are women. Women account for only 10-15% of bestselling business 

book authors in recent years, with the percentage declining from 13% in 

2018 to 8.5% in 2020 and remaining low afterward.

• U.S. children's book revenue was estimated at around $3.3 billion in 

2023 and annual sales surpassed 1 billion books in 2024.





We Can Help You... ID Members Can Help Us......

•  Spearhead a Self-Published Book for 

your Brand

•  Strategize 21 streams of income from 

your book

• Have them as a guest on the Podcast

• Self-publish a book for your brand

• Refer Clients ($500 Bonus)

• Attending some of our networking 

events and workshops at the new 

location starting in November





ID Member Resource:
College of DuPage
Christine Kickels

https://cod.zoom.us/j/87928383243?pwd=b3Q4VFVWZDhZZFFKREplNk1aRUl2dz09




library.cod.edu
Use your COD Network ID and Password



COD Library subscribes to licensed database 
products to support the educational and 

research needs of library users. 



Top Databases

● Reference Solutions
● IBISWorld
● Mintel
● Statista
● Business Source Complete
● Mergent Intellect
● Wall Street Journal



Reference Solutions

● Database of over 23 million verified businesses
● First choice for generating lists of businesses
● Generate lists by lifestyle and location
● No email addresses
● Download up to 500 records at once







IBISWorld

● Source for over 700 market research reports
● “Deep dive” reports, 30-40 pages
● Includes business environment profile 
● Global and US focus 
● Illinois specific reports





Mintel

● Consumer market intelligence
● 850 full reports each year
● Analyst updates more frequently
● Culturally relevant trends
● Databook access





Statista

● “A million points of data”
● Downloadable
● Market Research Reports
● Trends





library.cod.edu
Use your COD Network ID and Password



Contact Info

Christine Kickels

Professor/Reference Librarian
Liaison for Business Division, Careers, and Philanthropy
kickels@cod.edu
SRC 3132
630-942-2313

College of DuPage Library
library.cod.edu

Business Databases

mailto:kickels@cod.edu


Catch the next Meetup on 11/12/2025
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