
 

 

Staff Update
Congratulations to Ricardo Magallon, who has been named Interim Clean
Energy Incubator Program Director, and to Arlinda Bajrami, who has been
named Interim Clean Energy Incubator Program Manager. ID is thankful for
their demonstrated leadership and dedication to this exciting initiative.﻿

Welcome to Jessica Wain of Hobbs & Wain Advancement Partners! Jessica
joins the ID team as a new member resource, offering grant writing and
proposal development support. She will be available to ID Members and Clean
Energy Incubator participants to help identify and pursue funding opportunities
that will enable them to grow and scale their businesses.﻿

Innovation DuPage is currently seeking a Clean Energy Incubator Program
Associate to support our expanding program. Interested candidates — or
those with referrals — are encouraged to contact our Operations Director, Beth
Wymyslowski, for more information.

Member Successes
  Natural Science Obtains EPA

Approval

After 18 months of work and waiting,
Natural Science LLC's oil and chemical
absorbent has been approved for use on
land and U.S. waterways.﻿
﻿
The patented, all-natural, magnetizable
biomass does not absorb water—a key
differentiator that was a major barrier to
commercial success. With federal approval
now secured, Natural Science LLC is
moving into sales mode.

Opportunities
ID Member Pins

If you haven’t yet, stop by Beth’s office to pick up your ID Member Pin. And please
remember to wear your pin to the Midwest Innovation and Entrepreneurship Summit
on February 26! It’s a great way to show your connection to the ID community while
networking with entrepreneurs, investors, and industry leaders.

Sign Up for Green News

Innovation DuPage is excited to launch Green News, our official bi‑weekly
newsletter focused on clean energy, sustainability, and updates from our Clean
Energy Incubator Program. All CEI Program participants will be automatically
subscribed. If you’re not a CEI Program participant but would like to receive Green
News, please contact Hannah Macey to register. Our first edition will come out next
week!

 NIU MBA Capstone Program: One Spot Left for an ID Member!
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Northern Illinois University's MBA Capstone Program offers an exciting opportunity
for local companies to receive comprehensive strategic business plans developed
by Executive MBA student teams. Under the guidance of Professor Ed Buckley,
these teams integrate their expertise in sales, marketing, finance, operations, and
technology to create value for participating organizations.

This impactful program has already supported nearly 20 Innovation DuPage
member companies, and NIU is still seeking one more ID Member company to
participate this cycle.

If your company is interested in having an MBA team develop a customized
business plan, please contact Ed Buckley by February 28
at: ed.buckley@allqualityinc.com, or (847) 778‑6960

New Resource for ID Members: PitchBook

Innovation DuPage is excited to announce that PitchBook is now available as a
research and fundraising resource for our members. Entrepreneurs seeking angel
investment, venture capital, or strategic partnerships can now tap into PitchBook’s
extensive data on investors, deals, and emerging market trends to support their
growth. Anyone interested in accessing this resource should be in touch with
Ricardo Magallon, Mike Varon or Dan Facchini.

ID Member Industry Clusters

Innovation DuPage has launched a new meeting series, designed to connect ID
Members working in the same industry. Industry Clusters will give you the
opportunity to:

Network with peers in your field
Share resources and tools
Discuss trends and challenges
Request future speakers and programming

Clusters will meet 10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m. in our event space, right after our regular
Member Meetups (9:30–10:30 p.m. on Wednesdays). You’re welcome to attend
both! Here’s the schedule for the next quarter:

Feb 4 – EdTech & Education
March 18 – Marketing
April 1 – Technology
April 29 – Consumer Goods & Services

March 4 - Female Founders from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.﻿

More details and invitations coming soon. Questions? Reach out to Elina Conley,
ID's Entrepreneur in Residence.

Seeking Clean Tech Companies!

Innovation DuPage is actively looking for startups and small businesses working in
the clean energy or clean technology industry - or referrals to companies that could
benefit from our targeted support.

To Learn More

Coming Up

Join biweekly Member Meetups at Innovation DuPage! Network, enjoy bagels &
coffee, and learn from spotlight members & resource experts.

The next Member Meetup will be on February 18 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Member Spotlight: Audrey George of Audrey George Consulting
﻿Member Resource: Aaron Sauers of FermiLab
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If you can’t make it in person, attend virtually through our Zoom Link

Sign up to present at a future Member Meetup

Let us help you share your success with the ID community!
Share a recent win – big or small. It could be featured in our next letter! Email your
accomplishment to Hannah Macey.

Resources
Clean Energy Incubator Program

Member Portal Login Page

Member Meetup Signup Sheet

Reminder: Innovation DuPage is open for members as a coworking space 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week!

Keep up with Innovation DuPage on social media!
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