THE WORSHIP OF GOD

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME

The prelude provides an opportunity to prepare our hearts and minds to worship God by being still and quiet.

Prelude Basse de Trompette Pierre DuMage
Dan Lawhon
Welcome Erica Cooper
Choral Introit Come, Christians, Join to Sing MADRID
* Processional Hymn No. 610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing AZMON
Hymn sheet on page 3
Call to Worship Michael Finn
One:  God the Creator is in this place.
All: The love of God is with us.

One:  Jesus our Redeemer is in this place.

All: The grace of our Lord is with us.

One:  The Holy Spirit is in this place.

All: The communion of the Spirit is with us.

One:  We welcome the fullness of God's presence.

All: God the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer be with us.
Prayer of Invocation Paxton Vaughn
Hymn No. 49 The God of Abraham Praise LEONI

Hymn sheet on page 4

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Sermon on the Steps Cindy Ponder
Hymn No. 757 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples KINGSFOLD
Hymn sheet on page 5
Gospel Reading Matthew 28:19-20 Eric Clark

One: For the Word of God in Scripture, for the Word of God among us, for the Word of God within us,
All: Thanks be to God.

Choral Call to Prayer Come Down, O Love Divine DOWN AMPNEY

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer Paxton Vaughn

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Reading from the Hebrew Bible Genesis 12:1-9 Erica Cooper
One: For the Word of God for the people of God,
All: We give thanks to God.

Anthem Salvation Is Created Paul Tschesnokoff
Covenant Choir

Salvation is created for all nations;
So now we praise Thee, Lord God almighty,
Lord God almighty, O Lord over all;
Lord, God, O our Lord, God.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Sermon Into the Unknown Erica Cooper

RESPONDING TO THE WWORD

Invitation to Christian Commitment Erica Cooper

Hymn of Response No. 722 Lord, Speak to Me That | May Speak CANONBURY
Hymn sheet on page 6

Words of Dedication Lily Berthiaume

Reception of the Offering Ushers

Giving sacrificially of our money is one tangible expression of a wholehearted self-giving stewardship of all of life.
Monetary offerings may be given online at baptistchurchofthecovenant.org/giving.

Offertory Duo Pierre DuMage
Dan Lawhon

Offertory Response Doxology OLD100TH

Pastoral Transition Update Bill Caughran and Patrick Chappell

Life of the Church Eric Clark

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Christ, all people here below; Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Benediction Erica Cooper

Postlude Grand jeu Pierre DuMage
Dan Lawhon

Worship materials reprinted and broadcast under permission of OneLicense.net #71112
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The God of Abraham Praise
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/57  Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples
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Cover art: Living as a Pilgrim (2019) by Shai Azoulay

ANNOUNCEMENTS

3RD SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE

Sunday, September 20

BCOC is having its monthly Food Drive for Greater
Birmingham Ministries today! Pantry needs include non-
perishable items like canned vegetables, beans, fruit, meat,
and soup. Thank you for helping BCOC’s ministry to fill the
GBM pantry!

SPECIAL CALLED BUSINESS MEETING
Wednesday, September 30

Join us for a Special Called Business meeting on
Wednesday, September 30 at 5:45 pm. The church will
vote to approve the Staff Committee's candidate for Interim
Pastor. The church will also elect members of a Pastor
Search Committee. COM Chair Patrick Chappell will send a
letter to the church this week regarding specifics about the
selection of the Pastor Search Committee.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP
September 23

Discover how our everyday life experiences shape the way
we see God through a two-part look at the rich history and
heart of the Latino Christian church. Designed for everyone,
this series explores how faith, justice, and community
come together to give us a bigger, more beautiful picture of
following Jesus today.

Our mid-week fellowship meal is in the Fellowship Hall
from 5:00 - 6:00 pm. You can make a reservation online.
Reservations must be in by Monday at noon.

2026 SOUTHERN EXPOSURE FILMS
Friday, September 25

The Creation Care Team hopes you will join us again on
Friday, September 25 at the Altamont School Theatre for
the premiere of the 2026 Southern Exposure Films. A Mix &
Mingle with environmentally-conscious vendors, food, and
drink will begin at 5:00 pm. The films will begin at 6:30 pm
with a Q&A to follow.



