
COMPLETE THE 2026 CONTRIBUTION FORM

CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RENCONTRES 

For the tenth consecutive year, Décider ensemble
is organizing the Rencontres européennes de la
participation (European Gathering on
Participation), in collaboration with the city of
Dijon : a week to exchange, question, compare
and share our practices, our conceptions and
expectations of citizen participation and
participatory democracy for this new term of
office. 

An annual meeting of participatory democracy
actors in France and Europe, these days
welcome more than 1,500 participants at each
edition.  

The program for the Rencontres is the result of a
co-construction with several key partners in the
sector, including the city of Dijon, the CESE, the
CNDP, the Banque des Territoires, EDF, the
Ministry of Ecological Transition, SNCF Réseau,
the CNCE, the GIS Democracy & Participation and
the OIDP. 

More information on our website

10TH RENCONTRES EUROPÉENNES 
DE LA PARTICIPATION

Decide together, 
a tenable promise ?

November 23-25
2026

DIJON

https://purpoz.com/project/rencontres-europeennes-de-la-participation-2026-appel-a-contribution/presentation/presentation
https://www.deciderensemble.com/rencontres-2/rencontres-2026


 

THEME 2026 

DAYS CONCERNED 

YOU TOO CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROGRAMME  ! 

In person: Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th November 2025 at the Dijon
Exhibition and Convention Centre (3 boulevard de Champagne in Dijon) 
Online: Thursday 26th and Friday 27th November 2026 

Contribute to the platform before 21/06/2026 

Representing a community, an association, a citizens' group, a company 
public or private, an institution, or being a citizen or a researcher 

For the first time, we want the choice of workshops to be collaborative ! REP participants
will be able to vote for their favorite workshops ! The 10 workshops receiving the most votes
will be directly selected ! 

CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 

Through this call for contributions, we invite those interested in organizing and/or
facilitating a discussion session related to the sub-themes of this 10th edition of the
Rencontres (see page 3) to submit their contribution on the following platform. The
Rencontres draw their strength from the diversity of contributions, participants, and
shared perspectives. Therefore, we hope that the program will include organizations of all
sizes and backgrounds : local authorities, citizens, associations, businesses, researchers, etc.

Note : We aim for a balanced program that combines traditional experience-sharing
formats with innovative workshops, interactive debates, and participatory sessions.
Indeed, to maximize the exchange of ideas at this event, we will pay particular
attention to the interactive and participatory nature of the contributions!  

Consultation and participation agencies (consulting firms, civic tech
companies, etc.) cannot participate in this call for proposals on their own.
However, they can respond jointly with the actors mentioned above. 

INNOVATION THIS YEAR!

DECIDE TOGETHER, A TENABLE PROMISE? 

https://purpoz.com/project/rencontres-europeennes-de-la-participation-2026-appel-a-contribution/presentation/presentation
https://purpoz.com/project/rencontres-europeennes-de-la-participation-2026-appel-a-contribution/presentation/presentation


Can we really decide together ? The results of the 2026 municipal elections in France
clearly showed that there is an urgent need to act collectively, to establish democratic and
participatory dynamics together to fight against disinformation, ideas promoted by the far-
right, discrimination and the takeover of power by a handful of decision-makers.

Today, it is crucial to work across all territories to resist and create new dynamics that
promote the inclusion of everyone, the sharing of experiences and expertise in a vibrant
and dynamic society. There is an urgent need to make the citizen an essential player in
shaping cities and public policies. 

In this anxiety-inducing political and media climate, we are emphasizing the importance of
information this year. The cornerstone of Arnstein's ladder, information is at the heart of the
democratic struggle. By seizing control of the media landscape more than ever, massive
disinformation is having devastating effects on our democracy and on our ability to
engage with issues. Information must therefore be disseminated everywhere, at both  
national and local levels, so that everyone can be informed, enlightened, and fully
understand the ins and outs of the situation. 

Local government is a place of power. The 2026 municipal elections, as well as the
participation awards, demonstrate this every year : local initiatives, the building of
collectives, and the consideration of citizens for collective organization and shared
decision-making are all opportunities offered by local territories. Without disconnecting it
from national power, the debate is open : does local government ultimately have the
strength to shift the status quo and then spread throughout the country ? 

Finally, the democratic gap is widening, voter turnout is declining, and the participants in
citizen participation mechanisms are almost always the same. How can we make citizen
participation a tool for everyone, and empower each individual to take ownership of
democracy ? Making our democracy an inclusive one that allows the participation of all
also seems crucial today in order to be able to make decisions together. 
It is in this spirit that, after a call for proposals and a vote among the Décider ensemble
community, the city of Dijon and Décider ensemble chose to focus the theme of the 10th
edition of the meetings: 

DECIDE TOGETHER, A
TENABLE PROMISE? 

Get informed
to resist 

Participation
for everyone

The power
of the local

THEME 2026 (CONTINUED) 



The 2026 theme is structured around the sub-themes developed below: 

Get informed to resist 

Information, at the heart of the dialogue between decision-makers and citizens, is vital in
our democracy. The former must report, explain, and persuade, while the latter seek to
understand, verify, and make their voices heard. But today, information circulates poorly,
becomes fragmented, and disinformation sometimes takes up as much (or even more)
space than facts. When access to reliable information is no longer guaranteed, trust erodes:
the people feel neglected and disengaged, and decisions lose legitimacy. The challenge,
therefore, is to preserve reliable and clear information that guarantees freedom of
expression, public debate, and fosters the formation of personal opinions within an
informed framework. Fighting for reliable and high-quality information today is not easy; it
has become a true act of resistance against democratic backsliding. How can we become
better informed ? How can we combat disinformation ? Can digital tools help fight
disinformation, or are they primarily a source of disinformation ? How can citizens regain
control over information ? These are just some of the questions that your workshops will
surely help to address !  

Local communities are a concrete laboratory for bringing decision-makers and citizens
closer together. They offer the opportunity to test new forms of participation and to share
power in a tangible way. The local level then acts as a space for experimentation and
initiatives, a place of resistance and counter-power. What are these local experiences,
organizations, and networks that put citizen participation back at the heart of the debate ?  

But this promise is sometimes difficult to fulfill : some decision-makers hesitate to
delegate, and some citizens hesitate to get involved. Opposition to shared decision-making
then affects the local level just as much. How can we address this opposition and ensure
that the legitimacy of local decisions is recognized and respected by everyone ? How can
we make the local level a true space for democratic experimentation where representation,
participation, and legitimacy mutually reinforce each other ? Is the local level a strong
enough space to be a laboratory of ideas ready to spread and enrich the national level ? 

DECIDE TOGETHER, A TENABLE PROMISE? 

The power of the local



Workshop : to produce a reflection on a specific theme, by working with the
participants on a final document, in the form of your choice (recommendations,
SWOT analysis, etc.).

 

 Inspiring Debate : addressing topics from the perspective of controversy, opening
up to other cultures, other areas of participation. 

Citizens' Arena : revitalize a calm public debate between citizens and
stakeholders in the form of an agora. Maximum 200 people, 4 speakers (2
facilitators, 2 writers). 

Your idea : Décider ensemble remains open to all proposals for innovative formats
with a participatory dimension. Explain it in detail in your contribution (number of
people required, objectives of the format, tools, facilitation, type of deliverables
produced).

Booths Village : this sharing format allows participatory actors to present their
methods, approaches, and tools at a stand. If you are interested in this format,
please contact us at rencontres@deciderensemble.com to discuss the details. 

Experience Sharing : producing with participants a critical evaluation of very
concrete experiences whose results or process are significant or revealing. 

Participatory games : a time for raising awareness and working in the form of
games, role-playing games or board games, this type of playful workshop allows a
large number of messages to be conveyed and promotes times of exchange. 

Participation should not be a privilege. Participation should be a right, accessible to
everyone. Yet, many today lack access to participatory spaces. This is due to a lack of
information, a strong sense of illegitimacy, a feeling of exclusion and ignorance, or simply
the absence of a place to express themselves. By fearing decision-making by the people,
decision-makers may hinder participatory processes and the opening up to participatory
democracy. Can we then speak of democracy if certain voices remain marginalized ? How
can we truly broaden participation and give everyone the opportunity to act, challenge,
and influence decisions ? What practices, mechanisms, or innovations can create a more
inclusive, better representative, and more legitimate democracy ? How can we enable
those whose voices are not heard to speak up and truly decide together ? These are some
of the questions that these meetings will attempt to address, study, and perhaps, who
knows, even resolve.  

Participation for everyone

RENCONTRES FORMATS



PRINCIPLES & SELECTION
GUIDELINES REP 2026



13/04 - 21/06

22/06 - 29/06

29/06 - sept.

sept. - oct.

23/11 - 27/11

 

Submitting contributions on the Purpoz platform 

Voting phase: Everyone who wants to attend the event can vote on the workshops they
would like to see (each person selects between 3 and 10 workshops). The 10 workshops with
the most votes will automatically be selected! The goal is to ensure that the workshops
that interest you most are included in the event. 

Analysis and selection phase of contributions: it is possible that Décider ensemble will call
you during this phase in order to promote the pooling of workshops or to discuss your
contribution with you. 

Finalization of selected workshops: additional requests (room format, room type, summary
and final title of the workshop, etc.) and workshop programming, follow-up and
organization of the workshop.

European Gatherings on participation (REP) in Dijon from November 23rd to 25th, 2026
and online from November 26th to 27th.

Submission of
contributions

Voting phase

Analysis of
contributions

Workshop schedule

REP 2026

April 13, 2026 - June 21, 2026

TIMETABLE FOR THE CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

June 22, 2026 - June 29, 2026

June 29, 2026 - September 2026

September 2026 - October 2026

November 2026

Consult the platform's USER GUIDE

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/65717d03eaee09aef74995dc/6a01dd1dfe9e8945c6453c8e_user%20guide%20purpoz.pdf


This year, the selection method is changing ! For the first time, all contributions will be visible to the
contributors. 

The goal ? To promote exchanges between project leaders and transparency in the choice of
workshops! 

The selection of workshops within the framework of the call for contributions will take place in two
stages : 

By vote of the participants over a week : the 10 workshops receiving the most votes will be
directly selected
The other workshops will be selected according to the following principles : around fifty
workshops, from this call for proposals, will be selected based on the selection criteria to take
place during the Meetings (in person and digitally). 

Proposals incorporating a European or international dimension, whether through the
choice of theme or the structures involved, will be particularly valued. 
The presence of citizens in the workshops and their participation in the Meetings; 
The presence of young people in the workshops and their participation in the
Rencontres; 
The relevance of the topic to current events and to the Meetings' audience. 
The relevance of the topic in terms of inclusion of marginalized audiences and the
number of people affected 

 

 

The submitted workshop must correspond to the theme of the edition and fall
within one of the sub-themes.

Only one workshop per structure will be accepted. 

Where possible, the proposed workshop should be co-hosted by several organizations.
This can be done directly by the project organizers by contacting other contributors on
the platform, or through a connection facilitated by Décider ensemble, which reserves
the right to group workshops with similar themes to create synergies. 

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

SELECTION CRITERIA : 

THE FOLLOWING WILL ALSO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT : 



Respect the principles of facilitation and respect among participants. 
The number of speakers  is limited to a maximum of three people. 

PLEASE NOTE : Contributions will be reviewed and selected, giving preference to
workshops that respect the following principles of citizen participation : 

Ensure a balanced distribution of interventions between men and women during
experience sharing sessions. 
Promote diversity in the representation of project leaders. 
Ensure good communication between participants. 

A balance will be sought between workshops with an interactive and participatory
dimension and the sharing of experiences. 
It is imperative that the workshop corresponds to the description provided in the call
for contributions and does not deviate from it significantly. This point will be carefully
examined and could influence the selection process for future editions. 

Due to the large number of submissions, Décider ensemble may offer to hold your
workshop online if there is not enough space for an in-person session. Online sessions
will be held following the meetings on November 26 and 27, 2026. You are then free to
accept or decline this offer.

 

If a theme is particularly represented in the call for contributions and not all workshops
can take place, Décider ensemble may propose the production of a webinar on the
subject, with different speakers, in the form of a pre or post-event. 

The workshop organizers commit to: 
Provide a report of their workshop that corresponds to the framework provided by
Décider ensemble at the end of their workshop.
To carry out a pre- and post-workshop questionnaire with participants to assess the
skills acquired during the workshop (see box at the end of the regulations). 
Comply with the Qualiopi training charter, to which Décider ensemble is certified.

If translation is required, please specify this in advance in your contribution. 

REGULATIONS REP 2026



SPEAKER FEES : Décider ensemble covers the cost of a free meeting pass for two
speakers per workshop on the day of the intervention. Speakers whose day of
intervention is covered will benefit from the speaker rate (€50 excluding VAT) for the
additional day. Speakers whose day of intervention is not covered will benefit from the
Speaker Pass (€50 excluding VAT for one day, €80 excluding VAT for two days) which
covers meal expenses. 

All contributors will be informed whether or not their contribution has been selected
once the selection process completed. 

Applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 

For all inquiries, you can contact us at the following address :
rencontres@deciderensemble.com 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further information : 

REP REGULATION 2026 (CONTINUED):

 
OUR CONTACTS 

Décider ensemblewww.deciderensemble.com

rencontres@deciderensemble.com01 48 42 05 00

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://fr.linkedin.com/company/d-cider-ensemble&ved=2ahUKEwi67o2jqpqSAxWvKvsDHTIOBCkQFnoECBkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw1xA2BdZjhiFUU5RyEI5ICe
https://www.deciderensemble.com/
mailto:rencontres@deciderensemble.com
mailto:rencontres@deciderensemble.com
tel:0148420500

