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Abstract - On July 7, 2026, an officer fatally shot Lorenzo
Salgado Araujo, a 52-year old Mexican national, during a
traffic stop in Houston, Texas. This brief examines the
circumstances of the shooting, the disputed accounts from
DHS and witnesses, and the broader pattern of fatal ICE
encounters that has prompted growing calls for independent
oversight and federal accountability reform.
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I. OVERVIEW

A. POINTED SUMMARY

e On July 7, 2026, ICE ofhcers fatally shot
Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a 52-year-old
Mexican national, during a targeted trafhc
stop in Houston’s East End.!

e DHS claimed Salgado Araujo weaponized
his vehicle; the three surviving passengers
disputed that account, saying ofhcers fired
from the sides of the vehicle unprovoked.?

e In response, ICE temporarily suspended
most vehicle stops and announced plans to
equip arrest teams with body cameras -

! Suter, Tara. 2026. “Man Fatally Shot by ICE Officer during Houston
Traffic Stop.” The Hill. July 8, 2026.

https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5958236-ice-kills-man-t
exas/.

2 Lee, Chantelle. 2026. “What We Know About the Fatal ICE
Shooting in Houston.” TIME. Time. July 8, 2026.
https://time.com/article/2026/07/08/what-we-know-about-the-fatal-ice
-shooting-in-houston/.
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neither agent involved in Houston was
wearing one.’

B. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On July 7, 2026 at approximately 6:50 a.m., ICE
officers attempted a vehicle stop in Houston’s East
End targeting Lorenzo Salgado Araujo, a
52-year-old Mexican construction worker who
had lived in the United States for over three
decades.* DHS stated that Salgado Araujo rammed
an ICE vehicle, refused verbal commands, and
attempted to run over an ofhcer - though DHS
provided no evidence to support those claims.
The three surviving passengers disputed that
account entirely, telling the Washington Post that
ofhicers began firing from the sides of the vehicle
unprovoked.® Salgado Araujo was shot in the

* Tucker, Emma, Carolina Peguero, Norma Galeana, Priscilla Alvarez,
Cindy Von Quednow, Kit Maher, Julianna Bragg, et al. 2026. “ICE
Halts Most Traffic Stops, Moves to Expand Body Cameras after Fatal
Shootings.” CNN. July 14, 2026.
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/07/14/us/live-news/ice-shootings-maine-
houston.

42026. Review of ‘He Did Not Deserve To Die’: In Houston, Another
Fatal ICE Shooting. The Trace. July 10, 2026.
https://www.thetrace.org/newsletter/he-did-not-deserve-to-die-another
-fatal-ice-shooting/.

5 Lee, Chantelle. 2026. “What We Know About the Fatal ICE
Shooting in Houston.” TIME. Time. July 8, 2026.
https://time.com/article/2026/07/08/what-we-know-about-the-fatal-ice
-shooting-in-houston/.

® Humble, Ahmed. 2026. “Report: ICE Suspends Traffic Stops amid
Houston Shooting Fallout.” Yahoo News. July 14, 2026.
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abdomen and died at the hospital, marking at least
the seventh fatal shooting by federal immigration
agents since President Trump returned to ofhce
in January 2025.

C. RELEVANCE

The Houston shooting is not isolated - it marks at
least the seventh fatal shooting by federal
immigration agents since January 2025. After the
Minneapolis killing in January, DHS vowed to
deploy body cameras nationwide; that still has not
happened. The case has forced a direct
confrontation over ICE’s use of deadly force
during trathc stops - a tactic that, until now,
operated with virtually no oversight and no
independent investigative authority.

II. HisTory

A. CURRENT STANCES

President Donald Trump still wants ice to
continue pulling over vehicles. Trump wrote on
Wednesday to social media that “we cannot give
up one of ice’s most important and effective crime
fighting tools, the trathc stop!” DHS Secretary
Markwayne Mullin, stated that he and Trump
“are on the same page.” * Lauren Bonds, executive
director of the national police accountability
project, argues that the only way to stop ice from

https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/report-ice-suspends-traf

fic-stops-195016659.html?guccounter=1.

72026. Review of ‘He Did Not Deserve To Die’: In Houston, Another
Fatal ICE Shooting. The Trace. July 10, 2026.
https://www.thetrace.org/newsletter/he-did-not-deserve-to-die-another

-fatal-ice-shooting/.

¥ Martinez-Beltrén, Sergio. 2026. “In the Aftermath of Deadly
Shootings, ICE Pauses Most Traffic Stops.” NPR. July 14, 2026.
https: -0re/2026/07. o ice_vehicle-biddef

-houston.

% Santana, Rebecca, and Patrick Whittle. 2026. “Trump: ICE Should
Continue Traffic Stops.” AP News. July 15, 2026.

https://apnews.com/article/ice-immigration-enforcement-deaths-traffi

killing people in the streets is to remove them
from the streets. Bond argues that this can be
accomplished by resorting to congressional
avenues, with one method being to freeze agency
funding which  would result in limited
jurisdiction.'” The California Immigrant Policy
Center released a statement urging California
legislature and Governor Newsom to pass
Assembly Bill 1806 in response to the fatal
shootings of Lorenzo Salgado Araujo and Joan
Sebastidan Guerrero.!! This bill would make it
mandatory for an independent investigation to be
conducted by a state prosecutor when it comes to
instances of federal immigration enforcement
ofhcer-involved shootings that result in a civilian

death.!

B. TriED PoLicy

Maine Senator Angus King’s ofhce told NPR that
ICE plans to pause “non-urgent” vehicle stops in
response to the two deadly shootings in Houston
and Maine. Matthew Felling, King’s spokesman,
said that the Department of Homeland Security
had approved of this policy as of July 14th. Maine
Senator Susan Collins wrote that she had also
spoken with Mullin, pushing for a halt in
non-urgent vehicle stops.” However, Karoline

1% Anguiano, Dani. 2026. “‘Fear, Intimidation, Violence’: Calls Mount
to Remove ICE from US Streets after Agents Killed Two Men.” The
Guardian. The Guardian. July 15, 2026.
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jul/15/remove-ice-us-stre
ts-joan-sebastian-duran-guerrero-lorenzo-salgado-araujo.

" Esquivel, Juana. 2026. “CIPC Renews Call for Independent

Oversight After ICE Agents Kill Two More People in One Week -
California Immigrant Policy Center.” California Immigrant Policy
Center. July 14, 2026.

y

ter-ice-agents-kill-two-more-people-in-one-week/.

12 Gabriel, Carrillo, Bauer-Kahan, Connolly, Harabedian, and Solache.
2026. “AB-1806 Department of Justice.” California Legislative
Information. May 18, 2026.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill _id=2
02520260AB1806.

13 Martinez-Beltran, Sergio. 2026. “In the Aftermath of Deadly
Shootings, ICE Pauses Most Traffic Stops.” NPR. July 14, 2026.
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Leavitt, White House Press Secretary, stated to
reporters in a press briefing on July 16th that ICE
will continue to conduct vehicle stops, echoing
President Trump’s position. Leavitt stated that
"Vehicle stops are continuing," and that "Verbal
guidance has been given to all field ofhces across
the country by the Department of Homeland
Security.” '

II1. Poricy PROBLEM

A. STAKEHOLDERS

The main discrepancy is that DHS had claimed
Araujo rammed an ICE vehicle and ignored
commands, though later also admitted that
Salgado Araujo was not the intended target.”” '
His sons are demanding an independent
investigation, and Houston’s mayor and Harris
Country's DA have also pressed for transparency'’

B. Risks OF INDIFFERENCE

Ignoring  this incident risks normalizing
unmarked vehicle pursuits that have already
produced  multiple fatal  misidentifications

https://www.npr.org/2026/07/14/nx-s1-5893456/ice-vehicle-biddeford
-houston.

'Y Hartounian, Alina. 2026. “White House Says ICE Traffic Stops
Will Continue after Deadly Shootings.” NPR. July 16, 2026.
https://www.npr.org/2026/07/16/nx-s1-5896396/ice-traffic-stops-shoo

tings.

'3 Nicole Acevedo et al., "Man Fatally Shot by ICE Officer during
Traffic Stop in Houston," NBC News, July 7, 2026.
https: w.nben m/news/us-news/ice-shooting-h
53407

ton-rena.

'6 "Man Fatally Shot by Federal Officer in Houston Was Not ICE
Target, DHS Says," ABC News, July 2026.
https://abcnews.com, ice-officers-wearing-
ouston-ice/story?id=134628571

adly-h

-cameras-

17 "Report: ICE Suspends Traffic Stops amid Houston Shooting
Fallout," Yahoo News, July 2026.
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/ice-suspends-traffic-sto

nationwide.'® It also risks further distrust and

unrest in immigrant communities, who report
growing fear of leaving their homes, and also
damages confidence in federal oversight if
transparency demands are not answered."

C. NONPARTISAN REASONING

Supporters argue ofhcers are entitled to use deadly
force if a vehicle is “weaponized” against them,
and that trafhc stops remain a legitimate
enforcement action.” Critics, including former
DHS ofhcials, point out that ICE’s use of
unmarked vehicles without lights or sirens likely
violated existing use of force norms, and argue
that raising a drug investigation afterward is a
distraction from the question of whether force
was justified.”’

IV. Poricy OPTIONS
Following the Supreme Court's decision
afhrming  birthright citizenship, policymakers
have several options for addressing concerns
surrounding  immigration while remaining
consistent with the Constitution. One option is to
maintain the current interpretation of the

18 Ava Sasani, "He Did Not Deserve to Die": In Houston,
Another Fatal ICE Shooting," The Trace, July 10, 2026.
https://www.thetrace.org/newsletter/he-did-not-deserve-to-die-

another-fatal-ice-shooting/.

' Alex Nguyen et al., "ICE Agent Fatally Shoots Migrant in
Houston," Texas Tribune, July 7, 2026.
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/08/28/texas-houston-ice-sh

ooting-district-attorney-teare-grand-jury/.

2 Acevedo et al., "Man Fatally Shot by ICE Officer during
Traffic Stop in Houston."
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/ice-shooting-houston
-rcna353407.

2! Lomi Kriel and Eddie Gaspar, "Houston ICE Shooting
Shows Likely Law Enforcement Policy Violations," Texas
Tribune, July 15, 2026.
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/07/15/texas-houston-ice-im

migrant-shooting-video-footage/.
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Fourteenth Amendment and instead pursue

broader  immigration  reforms, such as
strengthening border security, modernizing the
legal immigration system, improving

employment verification, and reducing visa
overstays.”” Supporters argue that these measures
address  unauthorized immigration without
altering the constitutional rights of children born
in the United States. Another option is for
Congress to pass legislation clarifying existing
citizenship laws and improving administrative
procedures  while remaining within the
constitutional framework established by the
Supreme Court. * Finally, lawmakers who seek to
change birthright citizenship could pursue a
constitutional amendment. Because the Supreme
Court ruled that the Citizenship Clause
guarantees citizenship to nearly all individuals
born on U.S. soil, a constitutional amendment
would be the only permanent legal method of
changing this policy. **Although this process is
constitutionally available, it requires approval by
two-thirds of both houses of Congress and
ratification by three-fourths of the states, making
it one of the most difhcult policy options to
achieve.

V. CONCLUSION
The Houston shooting reflects a deepening
pattern of fatal encounters between ICE agents
and civilians that has unfolded since the start of
Trump’s second term. The disputed accounts,
absent body camera footage, and fragmented

22 «“Birthright Citizenship: Litigation Status Update.”
Everycrsreport. Com, Congressional Research Service, 3 Apr. 2026,

https://www.ceverycrsreport.com/reports/L.SB11414 html. Accessed 15
July 2026.

3 Roy, Diana. “Birthright Citizenship in the United States: What to

Know.” Cfi-Org, Council on Foreign Relations, 14 May 2025,

https://www.cfr.org/articles/what-birthright-citizenship-and-could-sup
rt-end-it? Accessed 15 July 2026.

24 U.S. Const. amend. XIV, § 1; Congressional Research Service,
Birthright Citizenship: Litigation Status Update, LSB11414 (2026)

investigative jurisdiction - with the FBI focused
solely on a potential assault on a federal ofhcer
rather than the shooting itself - leave
accountability structurally unresolved.” As ICE
faces mounting public pressure and a temporary
suspension of vehicle stops, the question for
policymakers is whether these tactical pauses will
translate into durable oversight reform, or
whether enforcement will resume unchanged
once the immediate scrutiny fades.”
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