WRITING A LIFE STORY / OBITUARY
How do I write a Life Story / Obituary?
Please know that this story will be placed online at www.vandermay.com.  

Assume this will be read generations from now so please include as much information as possible. 

There is no cost to posting a Life Story / Obituary online at our funeral home’s website.

You can always go to www.vandermay.com and read other obituaries for inspiration.
 
Paragraph 1:
	This opening paragraph should include the person’s Name, age, and town where they lived.
(Example:   John T. Smith, age 85, of Wayne passed Sunday, May 3, 2020, with the comfort of family by his side.)
Paragraph 2:
	This should perhaps reflect the person’s parents, where they were raised, high school and college information.
	(Example:  John was born to George and Eileen Smith and graduated from Central High School in Paterson having played on the football and baseball teams with the Class of 1946. He continued his education at William Paterson University in Wayne where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business with the Class of 1953. During his college years he continued to play baseball and was a member of the Delta Chi Fraternity.)
Paragraph 3:
	Here you will talk about the persons work history.  Don’t forget to put as much information as you can
	(Example:  John’s first job was selling pencils on the steps of the Paterson Courthouse.  He was challenged for his spot by a boy much larger than himself but stood his ground as he was also a Golden Glove boxer. During his college years he worked for the Meyer Brothers Department Store in Paterson as a cashier.  After college he found work at the Prudential Insurance Company in Newark and started a life-long career in the insurance industry.  During his forty-six years in the insurance industry has worked for Prudential Insurance in Newark, The Amica Insurance Company in West Orange, and retired in 1998 after twenty-two years with the State Farm Insurance Company in Kinnelon.  During his retirement he consulted in the insurance industry and worked part time at the Home Depot in Totowa.

Paragraph 4:
	Military History can be documented here. If you look at the veterans “DD-214” Military Discharge you can often find out where they were stationed, rank, medals awarded, ships served upon, etc.  Please know we will need a copy of the veteran’s discharge information to have “Military Honors.”  Military folding of the flag and playing of Taps. (Be sure to make a copy of any military documents as in order to have Military Honors rendered to a Veteran we need to prove they were “Honorably Discharged.”)
	(Example:  John served in the United States Army during WWII and was stationed with the 75th Ranger Regiment in Germany. He received the WWII Victory Medal, the Good Conduct Medal, and the American Campaign Medal.  He was honorably discharged on June 21, 1949, having attained the rank of Captain.)
Paragraph 5:
Here we will talk about personality traits, hobbies, special interests, and try to give readers a sense of who this person really was. 
John was loving, caring, devoted to his family, and always willing to speak his mind. He was a great cook, master of the backyard BBQ, and loved seeing his family enjoy the in-ground pool in their backyard. His crazy sense of humor was a source of laughter at every family gathering.  For many years he enjoyed collecting gold bars and had hundreds of them just laying around the house. (We say this to bring your attention to the fact that you shouldn’t reveal all things (gun collector, coin collector, stamp collector) as you could drastically increase the chances of a home robbery)
Paragraph 6:
	Here you can talk about special relationships the deceased has had.
	John met the love of his life Carol while in high school.  They were each other’s prom dates and Carol’s parents confided in her they thought she could do better.  By the time John asked Carol’s parents for her hand in marriage they were as much in love with him as she was. They married on June 1, 1964, at St Josephs Church in Paterson and had their reception in the backyard at 32 James Place in Paterson.  They honeymooned in Niagara Falls, New York where it rained for 7 of the 8 days they were there.  John and Carol’s marriage was blessed with three children: John Jr., Betsie, and Rose.  They have enjoyed a loving and devoted marriage of fifty-two years.
Paragraph 7:
	Visitation and funeral service details.
Friends may visit with the family at the Vander May Wayne Colonial Funeral Home, 567 Ratzer Road, Wayne, on Sunday, June 5, 1999, from 2-6 PM. Funeral Services will be held at 8:30 AM on Monday, June 6, from the funeral home, then to Our Lady of the Valley RC Church, Wayne, where a 9:30 AM Funeral Mass will be offered. Entombment will be in the Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum, 340 Ridge Road, North Arlington. 
Paragraph 8:
	In lieu of flowers memorial donations to ____ would be greatly appreciated.
Try to pick an organization that will not solicit and/or sell the names of family and friends to other organizations.
Commonly chosen organizations that fit these criteria are:	
	St Judes Children’s Research Hospital
	Wayne Memorial First Aid Squad
	St Joseph’s Hospital Foundation
	Your local church
Step 9
Send your completed obituary to info@vandermay.com.  Be sure to include a photo that we can place alongside the obituary.  If you don’t see the obituary you sent posted within 24 hours please call the funeral home to assure we received it. 
Step 10
Share the link to www.vandermay.com with your family and on social media.  If you share the link it is much better than people relying on Google or other search engines as those will bring friends and family to rogue sites that steal the obituary from our site.  These rogue sites, often out of the country or overseas, offer to have candles lit etc… just give us your credit card information.  You can see how that can go bad very quickly. 
Thank you for trusting us to help you! 
Sincerely            All of us at Vander May Funeral Home                         

