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Many D.C. drug users not 
receiving consistent treatment 
after arrests, audit shows 
August 25, 2020 More than 5 years ago 
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Heroin and a syringe and a cooker are laid out with other pernonal items before a D.C. couple get high in the 
momin2, (Andre Oiung/for The Washington Post) 

• By Peter Jamison 

The D.C. government failed to provide consistent treatment and 
counseling for drug abuse to the vast majority of people who passed 
through its jail system over a nearly four-year period, according to a 
newly released audit. 

The report -prepared by the Council for Comt Excellence, a criminal 
justice reform nonpro�it organization, on behalf of the Of�ice of the D.C. 
Auditor -found that continuous care was provided in just over 1 percent of 
cases where a jail inmate probably had a substance use disorder. When 
inmates were released, a time when drug users are especially vulnerable 
to fatal overdose, it took an average of 33 days to connect them to 
treatment options. 
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The audit also identi�ied problems in the city's outreach effort to dn1g 
users beyond the walls of the jail. Nearly 8 out of 10 victims of lethal 
drug overdoses during the audit period had no contact with the D.C. 
Department of Behavioral Health, the lead agency on the District"s 
response to the opioid crisis. 

The report is the latest troubling assessment of D.C. of�icials' effo1ts to 
combat a wave of fatal drng overdoses that has swept over the nation's 
capital in recent years. 

[ Falling Out: Inside America's other opioid epidemic] 

Most of those deaths have been among older African Americans, many 
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