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I believe that underlying all of the political changes we are seeing
happening around the world is a crisis of ideology. But it's not the
kind of crisis we usually mean. This crisis isn’t driven by a vacuum
of ideas or a failure to articulate alternatives. It's something more
specific and more dangerous. I think of it as an ideological traffic
jam.

We have too many competing frameworks for understanding the
world, with none powerful enough to organize effective, sustained
mass collective action alone, but with each strong enough to
gridlock the others. And that gridlock is producing the political
equivalent of road rage.

The pace of change in the Information Age, combined with the fact
that so much more of it is driven from the top down, is generating
deep anxiety. Hegemony in the realm of cultural production is
broken. Mass migration has challenged our sense of national
identity, culture, and sovereignty. Extreme wealth polarization has
made people profoundly insecure, whether employed or not.

All of this has happened quickly and all at once.

Think about the ideological whiplash we've experienced since
1989:

The 1990s gave us "End of History" neoliberalism
The 2000s brought the "War on Terror" security state
2008 delivered a crisis of capitalism
The 2010s saw the rise of populist and authoritarian
nationalism
The 2020s raised fundamental questions about government
capacity during the pandemic

Each crisis demanded new frameworks before the old ones were
fully processed or discarded. The result? People are living with
contradictory ideological fragments simultaneously.

We're cycling through paradigms faster than we can internalize
them as common sense. Cold War ideology lasted forty years; long
enough for multiple generations to absorb it into their bones. But
we haven't had that kind of stability since.

The Crisis We’re In
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The Window Is Still
Open, But It's Closing



Road rage happens when multiple actors have legitimate but
incompatible goals, the infrastructure can't accommodate all
demands, there are no clear rules governing priority, everyone's
under time pressure, and the system feels rigged.

That's exactly where we are politically.

We don't lack frameworks for making sense of the world. We have:

Neoliberal market fundamentalism
Left socialism and social democracy
Identitarian social justice frameworks
Nationalist populism
Libertarian tech utopianism
Religious traditionalism
Degrowth environmentalism
And more

Each has internal coherence, explains some aspect of reality, and
has passionate adherents. But none has achieved the kind of
hegemony that would let it organize society. And the digital
fragmentation of our information ecosystem means we're not even
arguing over the same cultural terrain anymore. Instead, we're
operating in incompatible realities with different rules of evidence.
That’s a traffic jam of a very dangerous kind. 

This is what Gramsci called an "interregnum" - the old is dying, the
new cannot be born, and filtered through that murky world of
shadow and light, monsters appear.

The ideological traffic jam creates gridlock. And gridlock, when
people are anxious and insecure, produces rage.
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Why the Traffic Jam
Metaphor Matters

“the old is dying, the new
cannot be born.”



1. The Ecological Meta-Crisis

Climate change isn't just another stressor on the
list. It's a meta-crisis that invalidates most
existing ideological frameworks because nearly
all of them are premised on infinite growth,
stable geography and infrastructure, and nature
as backdrop rather than active force.

The cognitive dissonance of knowing
civilization-scale change is coming while living
as if it isn't has the effect of creating a particular
kind of dissociation. We're trying to process an
existential threat with ideological tools designed
for the holocene, a past era when the planet was
assumed to be stable and exploitable.

What's Fueling the Crisis:
Four Additional Accelerants
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Beyond the obvious sources of anxiety, four deeper crises are intensifying the ideological chaos:

2. The Collapse of Patriarchal Bargains

Underneath multiple fault lines of economic
insecurity, cultural change, and migration anxiety,
runs a crisis of masculinity. The psychological
wages white men are paid (dominance over
women, racial superiority, breadwinner status) is
collapsing, but nothing has replaced them.

Economic restructuring destroyed the industrial
jobs that let working-class men perform traditional
masculinity. Cultural shifts challenged male
authority in families and institutions. Women's
economic independence reduced men's leverage.
Immigration and demographic change threatened
white men's numerical dominance.

That's jet fuel for authoritarian movements that
promise restoration of traditional hierarchies.
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3. State Capacity Collapse

Neoliberalism didn't just redistribute wealth
upward, it destroyed the state's capacity to
respond to crises. Forty years of "government is
the problem" ideology gutted public
infrastructure, defunded agencies, privatized
essential functions, and created bureaucratic
dysfunction.

So when COVID hit, when climate disasters
intensified, when economic shocks came, states
couldn't perform basic functions. They couldn't
produce or distribute vaccines efficiently. They
couldn't respond to hurricanes or wildfires.
They couldn't keep people housed during an
economic collapse.

This creates a legitimacy crisis that makes
people receptive to strongmen who promise
decisive action, even if those actions are anti-
democratic. "At least someone will do
something" becomes appealing when
democratic states seem paralyzed.

4. The Great Wealth Extraction and the Collapse
of Economic Legibility

The industrial economy was legible: you could see
the factory, picket the gates, organize the workers,
and shut down production if working conditions
and wages needed improvement. The financialized
platform economy is illegible: you can't picket an
algorithm, can't organize against platforms that
are everywhere and nowhere, and can't shut down
production that happens in automated data
centers. People know they're being screwed,
working harder than their parents, more educated,
more productive, yet poorer and more insecure.
But they can't see the mechanism clearly enough
to fight it. That creates rage without clear targets,
which is perfect fuel for authoritarianism.

When you can't see how private equity hollowed
out your town or how platform monopolies extract
rent from your every transaction, authoritarians
offer visible enemies instead: immigrants, coastal
elites, "cultural Marxists." They promise "I can see
the real enemies. Trust me. I'll fight them for you."
They replace illegible extraction with visible
scapegoats. And while democratic movements
fragment, arguing over which framework explains
the problem, asking is it capitalism in general,
monopolies, globalization, or moral decay?,
authoritarians are winning by offering simple
enemies and strongman solutions.

What's Fueling the Crisis:
Four Additional Accelerants



Why Authoritarians Are Winning

Here's the dangerous part: Authoritarian
movements don't resolve the traffic jam; they just
give people permission to ram other cars, and
when the level of conflict rises to extreme levels,
using that conflict to justify coming in and clearing
traffic, and doing so by bulldozing all the cars
containing people they don’t like off of it before
claiming to be peace makers.

Authoritarians offer clarity through elimination
rather than integration. They don't say "here's how
we navigate complexity together." They say "the
problem is them, the immigrants, coastal elites,
trans people, racial minorities, feminists, experts.
Remove them and everything becomes simple
again."

This is psychologically seductive in a moment of
overwhelming complexity. When you're juggling
incompatible frameworks, drowning in information
you can't verify, anxious about an uncertain future,
and economically insecure, the authoritarian offer
of simplicity and certainty feels like relief.

Authoritarians replace the anxiety of multiple
competing frameworks with the emotional
satisfaction of having enemies to blame and a
leader who promises to act.

Different communities understand wealth
extraction through incompatible ideological
frameworks, but they can coordinate action
anyway. Socialists see capitalism working as
designed. Small-business conservatives see
monopolies rigging markets. Religious
communities see the worship of money over
people. Labor sees the assault on worker power.
These frameworks can't be easily reconciled,
but they can fight platform monopolies
together, resist private equity destruction
together, demand regulation together, protect
workers together, and stop authoritarian
exploitation together. Maintain your
frameworks, coordinate your actions.
Ideologically diverse springs can both
understand the world through different lenses,
and feed one river of mass noncooperation
powerful enough to win. The traffic jam
happens when we demand everyone use the
same framework. The river happens when we
let people make sense of the world the through
their own experiences and perspectives while
coordinating across them.

“When you're juggling
incompatible
frameworks ... the
authoritarian offer of
simplicity and certainty
feels like relief.”

The Springs-to-River Answer
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The Pro-Democracy Fragmentation
Problem

This analysis also explains why defending
democracy feels like pushing a boulder uphill.

Democracy requires living with contested truth,
multiple frameworks, and unresolved tensions.
It asks people to be comfortable with
ambiguity, to negotiate with those they disagree
with, to accept that problems don't have simple
solutions.

That's cognitively and emotionally exhausting
when you're already anxious, insecure, and
disoriented.

The ideological traffic jam makes democratic
deliberation feel impossible. How do you
deliberate with people who operate from
completely different realities? How do you
compromise when frameworks are
incommensurable? How do you build coalitions
when every group has its own analysis and
language?

Meanwhile, authoritarians offer: "Stop thinking
so hard. Trust me. I'll fix it."

Why Defending Democracy
Is So Hard
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And here's our specific challenge: Pro-democracy
forces are fragmenting along the very fault lines the
traffic jam creates.

We have:
Religious communities defending faith and
conscience
Labor movements fighting for economic justice
Racial justice organizations confronting white
supremacy
Climate activists demanding ecological
transformation
Feminists and LGBTQ movements defending
bodily autonomy and human rights
Civil libertarians protecting constitutional
freedoms
Small business owners wanting fair markets and
rule of law

Each has coherent analysis. Each mobilizes people.
Each is necessary. But none is sufficient to defeat
authoritarianism alone.

Traditional coalition politics keeps failing because it
either demands ideological conversion, as in “adopt
our framework,” or flattens differences into lowest-
common-denominator issue campaigns that can't
sustain mass mobilization.

Some respond to this analysis by suggesting that the
solution is to rebuild shared epistemic (meaning
making) infrastructure. But this is next to impossible
to achieve on a short time line. The alternative is to
build power that doesn’t depend on ideological
consensus.

To do this, we need a different model. The model we
need is one that addresses the role of ideology and
ideological contradictions in moving people to act,
while building coordination powerful enough to win.



Recognizing our inherent humanity. The struggle
is to be human.

Think of pro-democracy ideological communities
as springs, each with its own source, its own
clarity, its own generative power.

Springs are where people:

Make sense of the world through shared
frameworks
Develop strategy with like-minded people
Build culture and identity
Find safety and belonging
Get educated and organized
Experience ideological coherence

Don't try to merge the springs. Don't flatten
them. Don't demand they all become the same.

The Strategic Solution:
Springs Feeding a River
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People don't mobilize for abstractions. They mobilize
because their ideology tells them this fight matters,
explains why they're in it, and gives them identity as
part of something larger. The Civil Rights Movement
wasn't just about ending segregation. For different
participants, it was:

A Christian moral crusade against sin (religious
framework)
A democratic struggle for constitutional rights
(liberal framework)
An anti-colonial liberation movement (Third
World solidarity framework)
A labor struggle for economic justice (socialist
framework)

Instead of trying to eliminate ideological differences,
we should recognize that each spring must see it as a
duty to feed into a single river of mobilization - one
big and diverse enough to defeat authoritarianism. 



A river that:

Doesn't demand ideological uniformity
Doesn't privilege one framework over others
Doesn't attempt to replace ideology with issues
Coordinates action at scale
Delivers power through combined force
Leverages power on the basis of pluralism, not domination

The springs maintain their integrity. But feeding the river is a duty, not an option.
This is how successful mass movements have actually worked: Anti-apartheid in South Africa,
Solidarity in Poland, the Velvet Revolution, Serbian Otpor defeating Milošević, South Korean students
bringing down a military dictatorship, and Indonesian students ending Suharto's 32-year rule.

Multiple springs. One river. Shared victory.

The Strategic Solution:
Springs Feeding a River
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What Holds the River Together
If not shared ideology, what keeps the river from fragmenting back into springs? 

Shared existential threat: Authoritarianism threatens all springs equally, even if it threatens them
differently. It threatens religious freedom, democratic rights, labor organizing, racial justice, bodily
autonomy, and pluralism itself. If authoritarianism wins, all springs die.

Strategic necessity: No single spring has the numbers we need by itself. Yet no savior is coming but
us. The springs must feed a river big enough to win. The streams don’t need to be recreated. Many
have run for generations. The river we feed together must last for generations, too. Democracy needs
a watchdog and there is no better watchdog than the people who live under it. 



Prefigurative practice: The river itself becomes a practice of the pluralistic democracy you're trying
to defend and build. Living with ideological differences, coordinating action across frameworks, and
building power without domination is the democracy we want. If we can't do it in resistance, we won't
be able to do it in governance.

Concrete coordination, not abstract unity: The river isn't about getting everyone to agree on
everything. It's about coordinated action at scale: When there's a mass mobilization, all springs show
up. When there's noncooperation, all springs participate. When one spring is targeted, other springs
defend it. When there's electoral work, all springs contribute.

You don't need shared ideology to coordinate. You need shared commitment to the river. Put another
way, I may not agree with what you have to say, but I will fight for your right to say it because that is
my duty as someone who wants to live in a free society. 
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What Holds the River Together

The traffic jam happens when everyone's trying to use the same road with incompatible destinations
and rules. The springs-to-river model says: don't merge all traffic onto one road. Let springs be
springs. But create a river, a different kind of infrastructure, where coordination happens.

The springs maintain their separate sense-making systems. They're not gridlocking each other
because they're not trying to become the hegemonic framework for society. They're trying to feed a
river powerful enough to defeat authoritarianism.

This actually addresses what traditional approaches miss. That is that people need their spring for
coherence, meaning, and mobilization. But they also need the river for power at scale. You can't
sidestep ideology. You need both.

How This Solves the Traffic Jam



For Spring Leaders

Your first duty is to the health and well-being
of your spring:

Develop clear ideological analysis within
your framework
Build strong organizations and institutions
Train and develop leaders
Create culture, community, and belonging
Conduct political education
Provide care and mutual aid
Maintain ideological coherence

This isn't a distraction from the real work.
Strong springs make strong rivers. Without
ideological communities that give people
meaning, identity, and analysis, there's
nothing to feed the river.

Your second duty is to the river and both its
immediate and cross-generational impact:

Build relationships with leaders from
other springs
Bring your people to coordinated
mobilizations
Contribute resources when the river calls
for action
Defend other springs when they're under
attack
Practice coordination without demanding
conversion
Model pluralism even when you disagree

You don't dilute your spring to feed the river.
You maintain your spring's strength and
contribute to something larger.

A Christian spring can hold deep theological
convictions about sin and feed the river by
defending LGBTQ people's democratic rights.
A socialist spring can maintain its critique of
capitalism and feed the river alongside small
business owners defending democracy. That's
not a contradiction, it's pluralism in action.

What This Means in Practice
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What This Means in Practice
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For River Builders

Your job is creating infrastructure for
coordination without domination.

Build mechanisms for coordination:

Regular convenings of spring leaders for
relationship-building
Joint strategic planning for major
mobilizations
Rapid response networks for when
authoritarians act
Shared communications infrastructure
Resource pooling when needed
Mutual defense pacts where attacks on any
spring are answered by the river

Maintain river discipline:

No spring dominates or controls the river
Democratic practices govern decisions
Pluralism is the operating principle
Coordination is the goal, not conversion
The river's only ideological commitment is
to the defeat of authoritarianism

Keep springs and river activities distinct:

Spring activities (maintain separately):

Ideological development and education
Political education within your framework
Internal strategy and organizing
Community building and culture
Your own campaigns and projects
Deep analytical work in your tradition

River activities (coordinate together):

Mass mobilizations at critical moments.
Noncooperation campaigns
Electoral coordination
Defense of democratic institutions
Rapid response to authoritarian moves
Mutual protection when springs are attacked

You don't bring your spring into the river and
demand the river adopt your framework. You
bring your spring's people, resources, and energy
into coordinated action.

The river doesn't take positions on everything. It
coordinates where alignment exists, defending
the democratic potential of the U.S., resisting
authoritarian consolidation, and protecting
pluralism. Springs maintain autonomy for
everything else. You can disagree about
capitalism, theology, or policy details and still
coordinate to defend voting rights or resist
authoritarian power grabs.



Phase 1: Fortify Your Spring (If You Haven't Already)

Assess your ideological community:

Is there clarity about your framework and analysis?
Do you have organizations and institutions?
Are leaders being developed?
Is there political education happening?
Do people have identity and belonging?
Is there mutual aid and community care?

Strengthen what exists:

Invest in political education that grounds people in your framework
Develop leadership intentionally among people who understand both the spring and
the river
Build organizational capacity and infrastructure
Create cultural products (songs, stories, art, rituals)
Establish mutual aid and care systems

Without strong springs, there's no river to feed. If your spring is weak or fragmented, start
there.

Implementation Guide:
How to Build This

Phase 2: Cultivate River Awareness

Inside your spring, teach:

Our spring alone cannot defeat authoritarianism
We must feed a river bigger than ourselves
This isn't betrayal of our values, it's the application of those values
Democracy means living with those who think differently; authoritarianism demands
ideological purity
Our strength multiplies when springs coordinate
History shows us: multiple springs feeding one river is how we win

Model this yourself:

Build genuine relationships with leaders from other springs
Speak respectfully about other frameworks, even when disagreeing
Show up for other springs' mobilizations
Defend other springs when they're attacked
Celebrate river victories publicly
Tell stories of successful coordination

Make feeding the river part of your spring's identity:

Include it in your political education curriculum
Make it part of leadership expectations
Build it into your organizational culture
Tell stories of successful river coordination from history
Create accountability mechanisms for river participation
Celebrate when your spring successfully feeds the river

This is cultural work. You're building a new political culture where coordination across
differences is normal, expected, and celebrated rather than exceptional or suspect.
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Phase 3: Build River Infrastructure

Start small and concrete:

Identify 3-5 other springs in your geography
Convene leaders for relationship-building (not transactional coalition meetings)
Plan one joint action that requires real coordination
Execute it successfully, even if it’s small
Evaluate and learn together
Celebrate what worked

The goal isn't to build the perfect river immediately. It's to demonstrate that coordination
works, build trust through action, and create proof of concept.

Scale up based on success:

Expand to more springs in your region
Increase complexity of coordinated actions
Build permanent infrastructure:

Regular meetings of spring leaders
Communication systems for rapid coordination
Rapid response capacity
Resource sharing mechanisms
Training and skill-sharing

Create governance structures that prevent single-spring domination
Establish mutual defense commitments explicitly

Build for the long haul:

This is permanent infrastructure, not temporary coalition
Invest deeply in relationships between spring leaders
Create systems and processes that outlast individuals
Document what works and teach it to others
Build bench strength, with multiple leaders from each spring engaged
Celebrate and publicize victories to demonstrate the model's power

Implementation Guide:
How to Build This

Phase 4: Test and Strengthen the River

Look for opportunities to demonstrate power:

Mass mobilizations at key moments (elections, authoritarian attacks, critical votes)
Coordinated noncooperation campaigns
Unified electoral action across springs
Rapid response to authoritarian moves
Defense of springs under attack
Economic noncooperation when needed

Each successful action builds:

Trust between springs
Confidence in the river model
Proof that coordination works
Cultural memory of success
Capacity for bigger, more complex actions
Legitimacy in eyes of both participants and observers
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Each failure teaches:

Where coordination broke down
Which springs aren't reliable (or need more support)
What infrastructure is missing
How to improve processes
What communication or governance systems and practices need adjustment

Serbian Otpor didn't start by mobilizing 500,000 people. They started with stickers and
small actions, building capacity through practice until they could coordinate at scale
when the moment came.

Implementation Guide:
How to Build This

What Not to Do: 
Common Mistakes That Kill
River Coordination

Mistake 1: Trying to Merge Springs

Don't:

Demand ideological unity
Try to get everyone to adopt one
framework
Flatten differences into bland "we all want
justice" rhetoric
Require people to water down their
beliefs to participate

Do:

Celebrate ideological diversity as strength
Let springs be springs and maintain their
clarity
Coordinate action, not ideology
Make room for deep disagreement on
everything except pluralism itself

Mistake 2: Letting One Spring Dominate

Don't:

Let the biggest, richest, or most established
spring control the river
Let electoral politics or one tactic dominate
everything
Privilege one framework as the "real" or
"correct" analysis
Allow one spring to veto or block others

Do:

Rotate leadership and decision-making
responsibilities
Explicitly prevent single-spring dominance in
founding documents
Walk away if one spring tries to control - the
river's integrity matters more
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What Not to Do: 
Common Mistakes That Kill
River Coordination

Mistake 3: Confusing Spring and River
Activities

Don't:

Bring spring ideology into river spaces and
demand everyone adopt it
Turn river coordination meetings into
ideological debates
Make river participation contingent on
agreement about everything
Use river infrastructure for spring projects

Do:

Keep clear boundaries between spring
work and river work
Springs do ideological development; river
does coordination
You can disagree about capitalism and
still coordinate to defend voting rights
Protect both spaces; springs need safety;
the river needs discipline

Mistake 5: Tolerating Authoritarian
Springs

Don't:

Include springs that seek to dominate others
Let eliminationist ideologies into the river
Confuse pluralism with accepting everything
(don’t allow infiltrators to disrupt and divide
us)

Do:

Be clear about the threshold: Springs must be
pro-democracy, accept pluralism, and respect
other springs' right to exist
Christian nationalism that seeks to impose
religious law on everyone? Out.
Christians who hold traditional values but
defend pluralism? In.
The river only works if springs agree to coexist,
even when they disagree
Some springs don't belong, but this isn't a
failure of pluralism; it's its protection
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Mistake 4: Making the River
Bureaucratic

Don't:

Create so much process that the river
can't act quickly
Require consensus on everything
Turn coordination into endless meetings
Build infrastructure for its own sake

Do:

Keep it simple and action-oriented
The river coordinates specific actions, not
everything
Springs maintain autonomy for their own
work
Establish clear decision-making processes
and stick to them
Build infrastructure that enables action,
not just discussion



What Not to Do: 
Common Mistakes That Kill
River Coordination
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Mistake 7: Neglecting Your Spring to Build
the River

Don't:

Let your spring weaken because you're focused
on coordination
Abandon your ideological home or community
Lose the clarity that makes your spring
powerful
Become a "professional coalition builder"
disconnected from a spring

Do:

Keep your spring strong; that's what you bring
to the river
Maintain deep roots in your ideological
community
Stay grounded in your framework of analysis
Remember: weak springs make weak rivers

Mistake 6: Failing to Defend Springs
Under Attack

Don't:

Let authoritarians pick off springs one by one
Stay silent when springs you disagree with are
attacked
Only defend springs you ideologically agree
with
Treat attacks on other springs as "not our
issue"

Do:

Establish mutual defense as core river
commitment from the beginning
When any spring faces authoritarian attack, the
river responds immediately; this builds trust
faster than anything else
Demonstrate that coordination is real, not
rhetorical
Model the pluralism you're fighting for



If you're funding social equity and democratic participation efforts, understand: traditional funding
models often prevent springs-to-river coordination.

Fund springs:

Political education and ideological development within frameworks
Leadership development that grounds people in their tradition
Organizational capacity and infrastructure
Cultural production and storytelling
Community care and mutual aid within springs
Long-term institution building

Fund river infrastructure:

Convenings and relationship-building across springs
Communication systems for coordination
Rapid response capacity
Coordination mechanisms and platforms
Shared tools and resources
Training in coordination across differences

Fund the bridge:

Leaders who can operate fluently in both spring and river
Training in coordination without requiring conversion
Documentation of what works
Stories and culture-making that makes river consciousness compelling, even viral
Research on successful springs-to-river models

Don't fund:

Projects that demand ideological conversion as prerequisite
Organizations that refuse to coordinate with ideologically different groups
Work that actively undermines other springs
Anything that treats pluralism as weakness rather than strength
Coalition work that requires springs to weaken or dissolve

Understand the timeline: Building strong springs takes years. Building river coordination takes
sustained investment. Quick wins are possible, but lasting infrastructure requires long-term
commitment.

For Funders: 
How to Resource This Model
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This work is harder than what authoritarians offer. They promise unity through elimination.
We're offering power through pluralism.

This is harder than traditional left organizing. The left has traditionally promised clarity
through adopting the correct ideology. We're offering coordination across differences.

This is harder than issue-based coalitions. They promise simplicity through narrow focus.
We're offering sustained mobilization through ideological community.

But I believe it's the only model that can actually win.

Authoritarians have unified command and centralized ideology. We can't beat that by
fragmenting into a thousand competing springs. And we can't beat it by forcing everyone
into one spring. We tried that for decades and it failed.

We beat it by building a river powerful enough to wash authoritarianism away, fed by
springs that maintain their clarity, their strength, and their distinct beauty.

The monsters Gramsci warned about are already here. Authoritarians are consolidating
power globally. The ideological traffic jam is producing road rage that's tearing societies
apart.

But ramming other cars isn't navigation. No, it's just making the wreckage worse.
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The Hard Truth



Our Next Steps
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As a pro-democracy leader, ask yourself:

1.What spring are you in? Is it strong? Does it
provide ideological clarity, community, and
belonging? Does it need strengthening?

2.Are you teaching your spring about the duty to
feed the river? Are you modeling river
consciousness? Do people in your spring
understand this as core to who you are, not an
optional add-on?

3.What other springs exist in your area? Do you
have genuine relationships with their leaders? Do
you understand their frameworks even when you
disagree?

4.What's one coordinated action you could
organize with 3-5 other springs? What's small
enough to be feasible but meaningful enough to
demonstrate power? Start there.

5.What infrastructure exists for river coordination?
What needs to be built? Who could help build it?

6.Are you defending other springs when they're
attacked? Are they defending yours? Is mutual
defense real or rhetorical?

7.What stories are you telling? Are you making river
consciousness compelling? Are you celebrating
when springs successfully coordinate?

Start where you are. Build what you can. Connect to
others. Coordinate action. Defend each other. Win.

The springs are already flowing. The ideological
communities exist. People are already organizing
within frameworks that make sense to them. The
question is whether they'll feed a river powerful
enough to carry us all to victory.

The traffic jam is real and the road rage is genuinely
dangerous. The authoritarians are winning by offering
the false relief of ramming through complexity.
\
We offer something harder but true: Navigation
through pluralism. Power through coordination.
Victory through springs feeding a river.

Time to get to work.



"And who will join this
standing up

and the ones who stood
without sweet company

will sing and sing
back into the mountains and

if necessary
even under the sea:

we are the ones we have
been waiting for"

- June Jordan, "Poem for
South African Women" (1978)


